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SF pot clubs going up in smoke? 

Supervisors hear all sides as city works to 
regulate medical cannabis dispensaries. 
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Calling in the Swedes 

Scandinavian nation allows 
gays to serve in military. 
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When he becomes she 

f Playwright Doug Wright 
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Microsoft 
caves to 
religious 
right 

by Lisa Keen 


T he Microsoft Corporation, once 
heralded by many in the gay 
community as a model employer 
when it comes to treating gay em¬ 
ployees fairly, has suffered a major 
crash in that regard. The computer 
giant is scrambling now to explain 
why it suddenly decided to withdraw 
its support from a Washington state 
gay civil rights bill, which failed by 
only one vote in the state Senate last 
week. 

Microsoft is claiming tfiat it sim¬ 
ply decided to be “neutral” on the 
state legislation this year, in part, it 
said, because the county where most 
of its employees work already has 
nondiscrimination protection and in 
part because the corporation wanted 
to focus “on a limited number of is¬ 
sues that are directly related to our 
business.” 

But according to the weekly Seattle 
newspaper, the Stranger , which first 
reported the story, Microsoft’s deci¬ 
sion to position itself as neutral on 
the bill was really a move to avert a 
threatened boycott by the religious 
right. The Stranger reported that 
Bradford L. Smith, Microsoft’s senior 
vice president, told a group of gay 
employees at an April 4 meeting that 
a local evangelical Christian pastor 
had threatened to organize a national 
boycott of Microsoft products unless 
the company withdrew its supportof 
the bill and fire two employees who 
had testified in favor of it. 

Additionally, it was reported this 
week that Ralph Reed, former head of 
the Christian Coalition, is on retainer 
for Microsoft, earning $20,000 a 
month. 

In an interview with the New York 
Times , the pastor, Ken Hutcherson of 
Antioch Bible Church in Redmond, 
Washington, confirmed that he did 
threaten Microsoft with a boycott. 

“I told them I was going to give 
them something to be afraid of Chris¬ 
tians about,” Hutcherson told the 
Times , adding that Microsoft “backed 
off” from the civil rights bill after that 
threat. 

While acknowledging that the cor¬ 
poration did meet with Hutcherson, 
Microsoft steadfastly denies that the 
company decided to withdraw its 
support for the gay civil rights bill be¬ 
cause of pressure from Hutcherson or 
anyone else. Corporate spokeswoman 
Tami Begasse told the Bay Area Re¬ 
porter that Microsoft officials met 
with a variety of people and groups 
on both sides of the bill and “listened 
to all points of view” but that its leg¬ 
islative team had decided “long be- 
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HRC slams Badlands 
owner in bias report 
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Longtime activist Calvin Gipson, holding bullhorn, and members of And Castro for All rally 
outside San Francisco Badlands bar Tuesday evening. 


by Matthew S. Bajko 

E nding a 10-month investigation into 
allegations of racism against Castro 
bar owner Les Natali, the San Francis¬ 
co Human Rights Commission has 
found that Natali discriminated 
against both employees and patrons based on 
race. 

In a 21-page report issued Tuesday, April 
26, the HRC found that Natali unfairly denied 
entry to African American patrons at his bar 
San Francisco Badlands through a “no bag” 
policy that was “rarely enforced against white 
patrons” and that Natali “selectively applied” 
a dress code to black customers. 

The HRC report also found that Natali re¬ 
ferred to African Americans as “non-Bad- 
lands customers” who should be discouraged 
from entering the bar and that he required 
black patrons to present multiple forms of 
identification to enter the bar, a policy that vi¬ 
olates city codes. 

Natali’s attorney, Paul Melbostad, refuted 
the assertion that asking for two forms of ID 
page 18 ► 


SF creates country’s first 
citywide speed task force 



Supervisor Bevan Dufty, left, listens as Mayor Gavin Newsom announces the formation of a citywide 
crystal methamphetamine task force. At right is HIV prevention director Steve Tierney. 


by Matthew S. Bajko 

S an Francisco this week be¬ 
came the country’s first city 
to appoint a task force to ad¬ 
dress crystal methampheta¬ 
mine use. With the backing 
of Mayor Gavin Newsom, the task 
force met for the first time Tuesday, 

April 26 in order to develop a com¬ 
prehensive approach to what health 
officials call an epidemic affecting 
myriad groups in the city. 

“We simply have not focused 
enough attention on crystal,” said 
Newsom. “No city in the country 
has done it. Everyone is talking 
about it but no one wants to step 
up.” 

The task force is being co¬ 
chaired by Supervisor Bevan 
Dufty, who since being elected to 
office two years ago has made tack¬ 
ling crystal meth a top priority. 

“There are other cities not deal¬ 
ing with this issue because it is a difficult 
issue,” said Dufty, who has also criticized local 
and national gay groups as well as gay publi¬ 
cations for not making meth use in the gay 
community more of a priority. “This is an im¬ 
portant step for San Francisco but also a na¬ 
tional step.” 

The task force, comprised of health offi¬ 
cials, law enforcement agencies, social service 
providers, and concerned citizens, stems 
from public hearings Dufty held two years 


ago on how speed is impacting the gay com¬ 
munity. For years health officials have warned 
that speed use is a leading cause in spikes of 
syphilis rates and other sexually transmitted 
diseases. They also have warned that speed 
use could cause a similar spike in HIV rates. 

While San Francisco has seen its HIV rates 
plateau, health officials point to speed use as 
a major reason for why HIV infections are 
not declining. According to City Clinic, 31 
percent of HIV-positive individuals reported 


crystal use in the previous six months. 

Florida health officials recently released a 
study connecting speed use to a spike in HIV 
rates in gay men in their community. The 
issue of speed use and HIV infection rates be¬ 
came a national concern in February when 
New York City health officials sounded 
alarms over one gay man who allegedly used 
speed, engaged in unprotected sex with hun¬ 
dreds of partners, and developed a strain of 
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Join us on Friday, May 6 at 
the Diamond Senior Center 
for food, drink and fun at a 
kick-off party for our new 
“Senior Gay Men’s Social 
Group” - meeting each Friday 
afternoon from 2-4pm, begining 
May 6. For men 55 and 
older and disabled adults. 
Please call for more details. 

Tel: 415-863-3507 

Diamond Senior Center 
117 Diamond @ 18th Street 
San Francisco, CA 94114 
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District Attorney Kamala Harris and CUAV Executive Director Terry Person-Harris at CUAV's press conference 
on antigay hate crimes. 


Anti-LG BT 
incidents increase 


Mission , Castro sites of most attacks in SF 


by Zak Szymanski 


N ationally and locally, re¬ 
ports of anti-LGBT inci¬ 
dents continued to rise in 
2004, according to a comprehen¬ 
sive report released this week by a 
coalition of anti-violence pro¬ 
grams. 

San Francisco’s Community 
United Against Violence an¬ 
nounced the findings at a press 
conference on Tuesday, April 26 
that was attended by local advo¬ 
cates, victims, and representatives 
from law enforcement and the 
district attorney’s office. 

The increase in anti-LGBT in¬ 
cidents likely is linked to contro¬ 
versial historic events like San 
Francisco’s same-sex marriages, 
said advocates, noting that as the 
LGBT community responded to 
political attacks and gained visi¬ 
bility, hateful rhetoric and back¬ 
lash intensified. 

Across the United States, the 
total number of anti-LGBT inci¬ 
dents rose 4 percent, from 1,720 
reported incidents in 2003 to 
1,792 incidents in 2Q04. There was 
an additional rise of 7 percent in 
the number of offenders reported, 
from 2,467 in 2003 to 2,637 in 
2004, a signal of a return to mob¬ 
like attacks on LGBT victims, and 
a 273 percent increase in attacks 
committed by organized hate 
groups. Other national trends in¬ 
cluded a 14 percent increase in the 
use of weapons, and a 92 percent 
rise in the number of organiza¬ 
tions targeted for attacks. . 

“As always, there are mixed 
conclusions that can be drawn 
from the data submitted this year. 
However, the political, social, and 
cultural dynamics that began to 
profoundly affect anti-LGBT vio¬ 
lence and most member programs 
in the latter half of 2003 clearly 


continued through 2004,” said the 
report, issued by the National 
Coalition of Anti-Violence Pro¬ 
grams, a network of over 20 anti¬ 
violence organizations that moni¬ 
tor and respond to incidents of 
LGBT bias motivated crimes. The 
regions participating in this year’s 
report included Chicago; Cleve¬ 
land; Columbus, Ohio; Houston; 
New York City; San Francisco; and 
the states of Colorado, Massachu¬ 
setts, Michigan, Minnesota, and 
Pennsylvania. Groups in Missouri, 
Arizona, and Vermont also sup¬ 
plied information. 

The National Gay and Lesbian 
Task Force was more blunt in di¬ 
rectly attributing the increased vi¬ 
olence to organized anti-LGBT 
political efforts; in a statement re¬ 
leased on Tuesday, NGLTF Execu¬ 
tive Director Matt Foreman said, 
“The leaders of America’s antigay 
industry are directly responsible 
for the continuing surge in hate 
violence against lesbian, gay, bi¬ 
sexual, and transgender people.” 

Noting that other forms of 
hate violence continue to fall, and 
that a 26 percent spike in anti- 
LGBT violence was seen in 2003, 
Foreman said that it was no coin¬ 
cidence that crimes against the 
community rose as political forces 
stepped up their own assaults. 

“This spike in violence paral¬ 
lels the exact same period since 
the right went into demonic, anti¬ 
gay hyperdrive following the 
Supreme Court’s Lawrence v. 
Texas decision in July of 2003. 
Since then, church pews and the 
public airwaves have been awash 
in ugly, antigay rhetoric and fear- 
mongering,” said Foreman. “These 
words obviously do not just van¬ 
ish into the ether - as intended, 
they are absorbed and become 
fuel and justification for violence. 
To say otherwise defies reality. 

“The literal blood of the thou¬ 


sands of gay people physically 
wounded by hate during 2004 is 
on the hands of Jerry Falwell, 
James Dobson, Tony Perkins, and 
so many others who spew hate for 
partisan gain and personal en¬ 
richment.” 

Local trends 

In the Bay Area, reports of 
anti-LGBT incidents increased by 
7 percent, from 317 in 2003 to 340 
in 2004, according to CUAV, the 
local agency that works in con¬ 
junction with NCAVP for the an¬ 
nual report. 

Cases reported included 30 
rape and sexual assaults and 41 in¬ 
cidents of vandalism. There was a 
drop in anti-LGBT murders re¬ 
ported to CUAV, from five in 2003 
to two in 2004. 

Mirroring national trends, the 
Bay Area experienced a rise in the 
use of weapons during anti-LGBT 
attacks, from 22 weapons reported 
in 2003, to 88 weapons reported 
in 2004. 

The neighborhood experienc¬ 
ing the most anti-LGBT attacks 
was the Mission, with 53 cases re¬ 
ported to CUAV in 2004. Of these 
cases, 31 occurred on street, on 
public transportation, and/or in 
and around clubs, bars, and pub¬ 
lic institutions, while 13 cases oc¬ 
curred in private residences. The 
Castro was the second highest lo¬ 
cation of anti-LGBT incidents, 
with 27 cases, while the Tender¬ 
loin saw 19 cases and South of 
Market experienced 14 cases. 

Perpetrators of anti-LGBT in¬ 
cidents included 303 males, and 
66 females. Victims included 177 
males and 93 females reporting 
incidents in 2004. 

Other data on victims may re¬ 
flect San Francisco’s activism 
around its ever-expanding gender 
and sexuality categories: 16 male- 
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Gay bills move 
forward in Assembly 



by Matthew S. Bajko 


s expected, a gay marriage 
bill crossed its first legisla- 
I tive hurdle this week when 
the state Assembly Judiciary Com¬ 
mittee passed AB19, the Religious 
Freedom and Civil Marriage Pro¬ 
tection Act, by a 6-3 vote Tuesday, 
April 26. 

The committee vote was along 
party lines, with the six Democrats 
voting for the bill and the three 
Republicans voting against it. 

Introduced by Assemblyman 
Mark Leno (D-San Francisco), the 
bill seeks to amend the state Fam¬ 
ily Code to define a marriage as a 
civil contract between two per¬ 
sons, instead of a civil contract be¬ 
tween a man and a woman. Addi¬ 
tionally, the bill would reaffirm in 
statute that religious institutions 
are free to exercise their religion 
without interference from the 
state and will not be forced to per¬ 
form ceremonies not in keeping 
with their beliefs. 

“Guaranteeing equality and re¬ 
ligious freedom to all members of 
our society embodies the promise 
and values upon which America 
was founded,” said Assemblyman 
Dave Jones (D-Sacramento), chair 
of the committee and a coauthor 
of the bill. “This bill simply en¬ 
sures that the state of California 
respects the concept of separation 
of church and state, and treats all 
people respectfully and equally in 


the eyes of the law.” 

Roughly 100 gay rights ac¬ 
tivists from across northern Cali¬ 
fornia - from Alameda and Con¬ 
tra Costa to Placer and Nevada 
counties - packed the hearing 
room. Alice Huffman, president of 
the California NAACP, testified in 
support of the bill. Baltimore 
Gonzalez and Robert Flanagan, 
Equality California volunteer 
chapter leaders in Fresno, talked 
about how they would be impact¬ 
ed if their family had the same 
legal protections and responsibil¬ 
ities afforded to married couples. 
Pastor Bea Chun from A Luther¬ 
an Church in San Jose also spoke 
in favor of the measure. 

“America was founded on the 
concept of separation of church 
and state, with the guarantee that 
religious freedom will be respect¬ 
ed and the state will treat all peo¬ 
ple equally in the eyes of the law,” 


said Leno after the vote. “AB19 
puts that fundamental right into 
practice - allowing loving, com¬ 
mitted same-sex couples who 
want to devote their lives to one 
another, raise families, and protect 
themselves and their children the 
same rights and responsibilities as 
different-sex couples with the 
same goals and dreams.” 

Antigay groups also showed up 
in force, with Brigham Young 
University law professor Lynn 
Wardle saying Leno’s bill violates 
Proposition 22, the 2000 ballot 
initiative passed by voters that said 
California would not recognize 
gay marriages performed in other 
states. Wardle and Randy 
Thomasson, president of the 
Campaign for Children and Fam¬ 
ilies, who also spoke Tuesday, have 
argued that Leno’s bill is uncon¬ 
stitutional because it would take a 
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Jose Sarria honorary 
Pride marshal 


compiled by Cynthia Laird 


he San Francisco LGBT 
5 . Pride Celebration Commit¬ 
tee Inc. has announced that 
Jose Sarria (a.k.a. Empress I, The 
Widow Norton) has received the 
Lifetime Achievement Grand 
Marshal Award for this year’s 
Pride Parade. 



Jose Sarria 


Sarria has been involved in San 
Francisco’s gay community for 
more than 50 years. In 1949 his 
popular act at the Black Cat bar, 
“God Save Us Nelly Queens” fo¬ 
cused attention among gays in the 
city. In 1961, he became the first 
openly gay person to run for elec¬ 
tive office when he entered the 
race for supervisor. While he did 
not win, Sarria shocked the gay 
and straight political establish¬ 
ment by picking up 5,600 votes. 

Sarria helped organize the first 
public drag ball in the early 1960s, 
and was named “Queen of the 
Ball.” Sarria then quickly pro¬ 
claimed himself “Empress of San 
Francisco.” Today, the Imperial 
Court is still crowning empresses 
and emperors and has been a 
major fundraiser for LGBT and 
HJV/AIDS charities. 

“To be nominated and singled 
out this way is such an honor,” 
Sarria said in a statement. “I know 
I have led the way because I see it 
now. People are saying and doing 
what I said and did years ago. I am 
very proud.” 

The 35th annual Pride Parade 
and Festival takes place June 25- 
26. 

Dyke March benefit Friday 

Organizers of the San Francis¬ 
co Dyke March will hold a 
fundraiser Friday, April 29 from 7 
to 10 p.m. at the Dolores Park 
Cafe, 501 Dolores Street, across 
from the park, in San Francisco. 

Tina D’Elia will host the bene¬ 
fit, along with emcee Alma Garcia. 
Entertainment includes Judea 
Eden, Kaylah and Soulography, 
Damegoodz, a Syke Collective fea¬ 
turing Lynn Breedlove, Nafis, Blair 
Hansen, Axton Kincaid, and 
Chave/Allota Boutte. There will be 
a raffle and admission is $10-$25 
sliding scale with no one turned 
away. It is an all-ages event. 

A second fundraiser will take 
place May 21 at El Rio, 3158 Mis¬ 
sion Street, from 4 to 8 p.m. 

For more information, visit 
www.dykemarch.com or call 
(415) 241-8882. Inquiries about 
the march, slated for June 25, can 
also be directed to the SF Dyke 
March, San Francisco Women’s 
Building, 3543 18th Street, #2, San 
Francisco, CA 94110. 


MUMC sidewalk sale 

The Merchants of Upper Mar¬ 
ket and Castro are sponsoring a 
sidewalk sale in the Castro Satur¬ 
day, April 30 from 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. MUMC President Paul Mof¬ 
fett said that businesses with side¬ 
walk frontage are invited to par¬ 
ticipate in the areas on Market 
Street from Octavia to Castro, and 
on Castro Street from Market to 
19th. The event is being co-spon¬ 
sored by the San Francisco Small 
Business Commission as part of 
Small Business Week, which runs 
through Saturday. 

East Bay gay 
chorus show 

The Oakland- 
East Bay Cay Men’s 
Chorus, and Voices, a 
lesbian choral ensem¬ 
ble, will present “Let 
Music Live!” Satur¬ 
day, April 30 at 8 
p.m. and Sunday, 

May 1 at 5 p.m. at 
the Lakeshore Avenue Baptist 
Church, 3534 Lakeshore Avenue, 
in Oakland. 

The OEBGMC has become 
known for its varied repertoire of 
heartening an insightful music, 
while Voices’ reputation is built on 
its purity of tone and flawless per¬ 
formance of a cappella works. 
Both groups celebrate musical ex¬ 
cellence, diversity, and a spirit of 
community volunteerism. 

“It’s always a pleasure to pre¬ 
pare our chorus for a concert,” 
said OEBGMC Artistic Director 
Michael Carlson, “and this concert 
is special.” 

Yulia Ronskaya, director of 
Voices, said both groups benefit 
from working together. 

Tickets for Saturday’s perfor¬ 
mance are $12 in advance or $15 
at the door and can be purchased 
online at www.OEBGMC.org or 
by calling (800) 706-2389. 

Hep C workshop 

The Living with Hepatitis C 
Project at Quan Yin Healing Arts 
Center will present a free work¬ 
shop on hepatitis C care Saturday, 
April 30 at 455 Valencia Street in 
San Francisco. 

The morning session begins 
with a workshop focusing on Chi¬ 
nese herbal treatment for hepatitis 
C infection at 9:30 a.m. Misha 
Cohen, OMD, L.Ac. will lead the 
discussion. A mini Qi-Gong class 
will then follow, with the work¬ 
shop ending at noon. A light 
breakfast will be provided. 

Saturday’s workshop is part of 
an ongoing series designed to en¬ 
hance knowledge, improve well¬ 
being, and assist in health care de¬ 
cision making for people living 
with hepatitis C. Those living with 
HCV, their partners, family mem¬ 
bers, and service providers are 
welcome to participate. 

For more information, e-mail 
Yukihiro Ippei Yasuda at 
QYHAC@aol.com or call (415) 
861-4964. 

Maitri benefit Sunday 

, Legendary entertainer Carol 
Channing and local jazz. diva 
Paula West will take the stage for 
an evening of “Bliss” to benefit 
Maitri Hospice on Sunday, May 1 
at 5:30 p.m. at the Bambuddah 
Lounge in San Francisco’s 
Phoenix Hotel, 601 Eddy Street. 

Special guest Armistead 
Maupin is also expected to make 
an appearance, and there will be a 


performance by the Walnut Creek 
Aquanuts, a synchronized swim¬ 
ming team. 

Maitri is the only hospice in 
Northern California exclusively 
serving AIDS patients, and the 
event is billed as an evening of 
“love and compassion,” with fine 
cuisine, fine wines and spirits, and 
a silent auction featuring artwork, 
getaways, and much more. 

Maitri got its start in 1987, 
when Issan Dorsey, a Zen monk, 
opened the Hartford Street Zen 
Canter to care for a student dying 
of AIDS. In 1997, Maitri moved 
into a custom-designed 15-bed fa¬ 
cility and continued to provide 
24-hour care to low-income 
men and women severely 
debilitated by HIV dis¬ 
ease. Since opening its 
doors in 1987, Maitri has 
admitted and served 
over 500 late-stage 
AIDS patients. 

Tickets for Bliss 
start at $150 per 
person and can be purchased on¬ 
line at www.maitrisf.org or by 
calling (415) 675-4775. 

Business training 
for HIVers 

The Small Business Adminis¬ 
tration and the Positive Resource 
Center will offer training to peo¬ 
ple living with HIV who are inter¬ 
ested in starting their own busi¬ 
ness. The workshop takes place 
Tuesday, May 3 from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at the SBA Entrepreneur 
Center, 455 Market Street, in San 
Francisco. 

Registration is free and in¬ 
cludes lunch. 

This marks the ninth work¬ 
shop SBA and PRC have present¬ 
ed and officials from both agen¬ 
cies said people learn a lot. 

“When we started these, we 
knew that some people living with 
HIV could do better owning their 
businesses than working for 
someone else,” said SBA’s Gary 
Marshall. “The flexibility and con¬ 
trol entrepreneurs have can be im¬ 
portant to people with complicat¬ 
ed medical regimens and fluctuat¬ 
ing levels of energy.” 

PRC’s Mark Misrok agreed, 
“We’re working with many people 
living with HIV/AIDS whose 
goals include self-employment.” 

To register, visit 

www.acteva.com/go/sba. For 
more information, call (415) 744- 
6771. 

Workshop on landlord, 
tenant issues 

The city of San Mateo and the 
Landlord and Tenant Information 
and Referral Collaborative will 
present a free workshop Tuesday, 
May 3 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at 
the Central Park Recreation Cen¬ 
ter, 50 E. 5th Avenue, in San 
Mateo. 

The workshop will include in¬ 
formation on security deposits, 
evictions, rent increases, repairs, 
housing discrimination, small 
claims court, and mediation. 
Speakers from a variety of organi¬ 
zations will participate, including 
Bay Area Legal Aid, the California 
Apartment Association, the Hous¬ 
ing Authority of San Mateo Coun¬ 
ty, and the Peninsula Conflict Res¬ 
olution Center. 

For more information, contact 
Amanda Kim with the collabora¬ 
tive at (650) 802-7504 or e-mail 
Amanda@landlordtenantinfo.org. 
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Palestinian LGBT 
leader visits $F 


by Zak Szymanski 


B efore any group can politi¬ 
cally organize, its members 
must first be able to identify 
one another. For more than 100 
gay Palestinians who have just 
begun to introduce themselves 
through social activities at 
Jerusalem Open House, getting 
involved in activism of any kind 
sounds like “the craziest thing 
they could do,” even if that ac¬ 
tivism is not gay related, accord¬ 
ing to Hanseen Maikey, coordina¬ 
tor of JOH’s Palestinian Outreach 
Initiative. 

“Jerusalem’s LGBT Palestinian 
community is less political. They 
have just started to be open about 
their sexual identity,” said Maikey, 
a 27-year-old Palestinian lesbian, 
speaking to an open meeting held 
at San Francisco’s LGBT Commu¬ 
nity Center on Monday, April 25. 

The meeting served as a way 
for the local LGBT community to 
meet LGBT people from Israel, to 
get acquainted with JOH’s out¬ 
reach to Palestinians, and to dis¬ 
cuss the controversial World Pride 
celebration hosted this year by 
JOH in Jerusalem from August 
18-28. 

Maikey, who is traveling to 
make contacts with LGBT Mus¬ 
lims and Arabs and educate oth¬ 
ers about Palestinian LGBT peo¬ 
ple, was in the Bay Area until 
Tuesday. Other stops along her 
tour include New York, Boston, 
and London. 

For Maikey, her meetings with 
San Francisco LGBT people - in¬ 
cluding center officials and mem¬ 
bers of groups like Queers Under¬ 
mining Israeli Terrorism - helped 
her outreach efforts and provided 
her with a respectful dialogue 
around World Pride activities. 
Such conversations highlighted on 
one hand the dilemma she faces 
while trying to promote an event 
which, due to its location, will au¬ 
tomatically exclude some LGBT 
Arabs, but on the other hand af¬ 
firmed the need for such an event 
in order to bring more Arab and 
Muslim visibility to World Pride 
and to allow the LGBT communi- 



Hanseen Maikey 


ty to unite despite cultural and 
political differences. 

World Pride - a gathering of 
LGBT communities from around 
the globe organized by InterPride, 
the international association of 
Pride parades - first took place in 
Rome in 2000 and attracted about 
250,000 people. 

Like Jerusalem’s annual Pride 
Parade, which attracts about 5,000 
people, the theme of this year’s 
World Pride is “Love Without 
Borders,” a slogan many find iron¬ 
ic because Israel’s strictly enforced 
border policies will forbid the par¬ 
ticipation of many LGBT Arabs 
and Muslims. LGBT communities 
worldwide have expressed con¬ 
cern over the location of World 
Pride for this very reason, and 
some in attendance at Monday’s 
San Francisco meeting expressed 
their conflicting feelings about 
wanting to oppose discriminatory 
Israeli policies while also wanting 
to support JOH’s work and out¬ 
reach to LGBT Palestinians. 

“I am sensitive to the commu¬ 
nities that say we should not be 
involved with World Pride,” said 


Thom Lynch, executive director of 
the center, which is still debating 
whether to send representatives 
from San Francisco to the event. 
“But it’s difficult to look at JOH 
and say, ‘No, we will not help you 
as a sister organization.’” 

Recent coalition efforts by 
Muslim, Christian, and Jewish 
leaders in Israel and the U.S. to 
stop World Pride are also incen¬ 
tives, said Lynch, to support the 
event as an “opportunity to stand 
up to religious extremism.” Con¬ 
demning homosexuality, religious 
leaders in Jerusalem last month 
said that the event would turn the 
holy city into a “dirty city” and 
likely would provoke violence. 

Whether the center will actual¬ 
ly have the funds to send repre¬ 
sentatives to World Pride is an¬ 
other matter, but in the meantime 
the organization may draft a state¬ 
ment in support of the event 
while also making clear that its 
position is not support for gov¬ 
ernmental policy. 

Maikey said she approaches 
her work at JOH similarly, sepa¬ 
rating political differences from 
the personal lives of the people 
she meets. The theme of World 
Pride, she said, recognizes the bor¬ 
ders imposed upon their daily 
lives, but demands “to have one 
day, in this crazy reality, to make 
disappear those borders.” 

Similarly, her outreach to 
Palestinians seeks to be a “strong 
voice for pluralistic values and di¬ 
versity with the LGBT and the 
larger Palestinian society,” accord¬ 
ing to a statement from her group. 

Run by vplunteers, the three- 
year-old Palestinian initiative of¬ 
fers support services, an Arabic 
Web site, a help line, and social 
events for the traditionally isolat¬ 
ed LGBT community, as well as 
workshops that seek to build 
bridges to educational profession¬ 
als and human rights organiza¬ 
tions. Unlike other programs of 
JOH - which has been in existence 
for nine years - the Palestinian 
initiative is still earning its reputa¬ 
tion as a “safe space” for LGBT 
people to gather. The initiative 
mostly attracts gay men due to so- 
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Microsoft’s meltdown 


§! icrosoft’s decision to withdraw sup¬ 
port for a Washington state gay 
nondiscrimination bill is a bitter pill 
for the LGBT community to swallow. For 
years, Microsoft has been at the forefront of 
corporate gay rights, and all that progress 
vanished in an instant. While Microsoft de¬ 
nies it withdrew support for the bill, which 
failed by a single vote in the state Senate last 
week, the bottom line is that the computer 
software giant did exactly that. Most dis¬ 
turbingly, Microsoft bowed - no, caved - to 
the religious right reportedly after a fundy 
preacher met with company officials and 
threatened a national boycott if Microsoft 
supported the measure. Think about that for 
a minute. Microsoft, which arguably has a 
monopoly in the computer operating system 
business, was cowed by the threat of a boy¬ 
cott, when such an action would be virtual¬ 
ly impossible to sustain without driving 
nearly everyone who uses a computer to an 
open-source operating system such as Linux. 
Even users of Apple products have Microsoft 
software, not to mention the more prevalent 
PCs. Simply put, it was a hollow threat that 
was unlikely to succeed because millions of 
people and companies depend on Mi¬ 
crosoft’s products. It’s highly unlikely that 
companies around the world would spend 
billions of dollars to switch computer sys¬ 
tems because Microsoft supported nondis- 
cripiination for gays in the workplace. 

And it is correct to say that the company 
withdrew its support, as first reported in the 
Seattle alternative weekly, the Stranger, 
which broke the story last week. The firm 
sent a letter of support for the bill to the 
Washington Legislature last year; this year it 
decided to remain “neutral” - apparently 
after the meeting with Ken Hutcherson, pas¬ 
tor of the 3,500-member Antioch Bible 
Church in Redmond, Washington, site of 
Microsoft’s corporate headquarters. 

Microsoft’s action, or inaction as the case 
may be, sends a chilling message to gays and 
lesbians in the workplace. In a time when 
more and more Fortune 500 firms are 
shoring up nondiscrimination policies, and 
more and more are taking the next step by 
including gender identity in such policies, 
Microsoft’s decision is a step back for equal 
treatment in the workplace. If a giant con¬ 
glomerate such as Microsoft can be forced 


to backslide on its past support for equality, 
what’s next? We don’t even want to think 
about that. 

A quick check of Microsoft’s corporate 
Web site shows that the company claims to 
be committed to diversity: “At Mi¬ 
crosoft, we believe that diversity en¬ 
riches our performance and 
products, the communities , 
where we live and work, and the 
lives of our employees.” Really? 

Tell that to the two gay workers who 
testified in support of the bill at a leg¬ 
islative hearing. When Hutcherson met 
with the company vice presi¬ 
dents, he insisted that the 
workers be fired! At least Mi¬ 
crosoft should be applauded 
for standing up to that threat by not acting 
on Hutcherson’s demands. 

San Francisco-based Out 8c Equal Work¬ 
place Advocates, which promotes equality in 
the business community, was stunned by 
Microsoft’s action, calling it “most disturb¬ 
ing.” The Human Rights Campaign’s new 
president; Joe Solmonese, fired off a letter to 
the company. The Los Angeles Gay and Les¬ 


bian Center, in the most creative response 
we’ve seen yet, actually asked Microsoft to 
return an award the center gave it a few 
years ago. There’s been no word from Chair¬ 
man Bill Gates or CEO Steve Ballmer on 
whether they’ve complied with the center’s 
request. They should. The award means 
nothing now. 

Ballmer and Gates have stated that 
they’ve been surprised by the furious 
response the company has received 
from the LGBT community, including 
the many gays who work for them. 
^ Their surprise demonstrates that 
some straight allies just don’t 
get it. With the rising tide of 
antigay conservatism that’s 
sweeping the country, they 
should have known that remaining “neu¬ 
tral” on an important piece of statewide leg¬ 
islation would send a definite signal that 
Microsoft was backtracking - and that’s ex¬ 
actly what the company did. By bowing to 
pressure from one antigay preacher, Mi¬ 
crosoft sent a strong message of intolerance 
to the community. Think about that the 
next time you’re at your computer. ▼ 




Names reporting is bad policy 


by Fred Dillon and Dana Van Gorder 


Jp|| ne of the most debated questions over 
„ - | the course of the AIDS epidemic has 
been whether the government should 
require the reporting of HIV infections by 
name to public health authorities. This de¬ 
bate has been rekindled with the introduc¬ 
tion of a bill in the California Legislature - 
SB945 by Senator Nell Soto (D-Pomona) - 
that would replace code-based HIV report¬ 
ing with HIV reporting by name. This bill 
has been approved by the Senate Health 
Committee and will move to the Senate Ju¬ 
diciary Committee on May 3. The San Fran¬ 
cisco AIDS Foundation is opposing this leg¬ 
islation. We continue to believe that code¬ 
based HIV reporting strikes the appropriate 
balance between the legitimate public health 
needs of tracking the epidemic with those 
of protecting the confidentiality of people 
with HIV and not erecting new barriers to 
HIV testing. 

A bit of history and background is need¬ 
ed to understand this increasingly complex 
issue. While AIDS cases have been reported 
from nearly the start of the epidemic, states 
have taken very different approaches to the 
reporting of F1IV infections. Many states, 
including California, have resisted HIV 
names reporting out of concern for the con¬ 
fidentiality of people with HIV and the pos¬ 
sibility that some people will be deterred 
from seeking HIV testing if they know their 
names may be reported to the government. 

As effective HIV treatments became 
available and individuals began living 
longer without progressing to AIDS, a con¬ 
sensus emerged among HIV advocates, pol¬ 
icy makers, and public health experts that 


HIV reporting was needed to better track 
the epidemic and plan for needed services. 
The debate then shifted to whether HIV¬ 
positive people should be reported to the 
government using their names or using a 
unique code that would provide informa¬ 
tion about HIV infection trends without 
turning over names to the government. 
After several years of debate, California de¬ 
cided in 2002 to report HIV cases using a 
unique code rather than names. 

The impetus for SB945 and the 
proposal to abandon California’s 
code-based reporting system stems 
from the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. In 1999, 
the CDC recommended that all 
states implement HIV reporting 
systems. Although it pre¬ 
ferred that the states op¬ 
erate name-based sys¬ 
tems, the CDC guidelines 
clearly allowed states to 
decide what kind of reporting system they 
wished to operate, as long as those systems 
met performance criteria outlined by the 
CDC. Since that time, however, the CDC 
has refused to accept any of this code-based 
data from the nine states - including Cali¬ 
fornia - that have opted for this type of re¬ 
porting system. 

Supporters of SB945 argue that Califor¬ 
nia should shift to names reporting imme¬ 
diately because the state could risk losing 
federal AIDS dollars as a result of the CDC’s 
position. Allocation of Ryan White CARE 
Act dollars - which provides funding for 
critical medical, treatment and support ser¬ 
vices for low-income Americans living with 
HIV/AIDS - is currently based on an esti¬ 
mate of the number of people living with 


AIDS in a given state or locality. The CARE 
Act is up for reauthorization by Congress 
this year and some changes under discus¬ 
sion would tie the allocation of future 
CARE funds to the combined number of 
AIDS and HIV cases. If this was to occur 
and the GDC continues to refuse data from 
code-based states, this change could disad¬ 
vantage those states in future distributions 
of CARE funds. 

In our opinion, it is premature to give up 
this principled fight. The reality is that Con¬ 
gress has the ultimate power to decide if 
states may continue to choose between 
name and code-based systems, 
and it is unlikely to make that de¬ 
cision until much later this year. 
If HIV data is to be included in 
distribution formulas, the 
timeframe for when such 
data will be included, and 
how it will be phased in, 
also must be decided by 
Congress during this process. Congress will 
also decide the extent to which individual 
states or localities might be protected from 
reductions in their CARE Act funding. All 
of these factors could after the extent to 
which California’s AIDS funding is affected 
and what, if any, impact that should have on 
our HIV reporting system. 

Based on this current landscape, the San 
Francisco,AIDS Foundation opposes any 
changes to California’s current code-based 
system and instead joins with the National 
Association of State 8c Territorial AIDS Di¬ 
rectors in calling on Congress to uphold the 
right of the states to choose the HIV re¬ 
porting system they deem most appropriate 
for their jurisdiction. We continue to believe 
. page 23 ► 
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PAWS responds 

We want to thank the B.A.R. and reporter Kevin 
Davis for the April 21 article on the need for dog- 
walkers at PAWS [“PAWS in the doghouse over lack of 
dog-walkers”]. In spite of its alarmist headline, the ar¬ 
ticle shared an important message with the commu¬ 
nity - PAWS does indeed need more volunteer dog- 
walkers! We apologize to any of our clients who are 
on a waiting list for dog-walkers and we will contin¬ 
ue to do our best to recruit and assign volunteers to 
address this critical need. In reading the article, we no¬ 
ticed a few misperceptions about PAWS and we would 
like to take this opportunity to clarify the record. 

In terms of our financial resources, PAWS’ annual 
2005 expense budget is just under $800,000. We re¬ 
ceive no government funding and rely on the support 
of individuals with additional funding from corpora¬ 
tions and foundations. We currently serve over 450 
registered clients in our Companion Animal Support 
Services program that includes our pet food bank, cat 
care, grooming assistance, foster care when clients 
need hospitalization, supplemental vet care, trans¬ 
portation to vet appointments, and, of course, dog¬ 
walking. All of our services are offered completely free 
of charge and, as of last January, we doubled our an¬ 
nual vet fund to $200/client as well as established a. 
special fund to help cover emergency vet care in life- 
threatening situations. Each month, PAWS accepts 20 
new clients; 75 percent of whom are living with dis¬ 
abling HIV/AIDS. 

The reality is, volunteers are a vital, but often 
scarce, resource. Contrary to popular opinion, volun¬ 
teers are not free. A large-scale volunteer program re¬ 
quires sustained support in terms of recruitment, 
training, retention, supervision, and recognition in 
order to successfully involve volunteers and maximize 
their potential. With 350 active volunteers 
providing a variety of services, PAWS ac¬ 
tually has one of the larger volunteer 
forces in the local HIV/AIDS service 
community. In spite of that large number, 
we still critically need more volunteers. 

Rather than shame our community 
into providing additional support, 
whether to PAWS or to any of the other 
incredible organizations that serve the 
HIV/AIDS community, we would recommend a more 
positive approach that recognizes the role all mem¬ 
bers of our community can play in supporting per¬ 
sons with HIV/AIDS. Whether people choose to walk 
dogs for PAWS, serve meals for Project Open Hand, or 
staff the store at Under One Roof, we are all in this to¬ 
gether - LGBT and, yes, even straight. Just because the 
LGBT community was on the forefront of fighting the 
epidemic, doesn’t mean we should do it all alone. Our 
community’s problems belong to all of us. By working 
together, volunteering and sharing our talents, we can 
create truly sustainable solutions. 

Ultimately, we view the B.A.R. article as a call to 
action. Within the next couple of months, PAWS will 
be unveiling a new volunteer recruitment campaign. 
We would like to ask local merchants to help us send 
the message about the need for volunteers by distrib¬ 
uting flyers and would also like to ask the local LGBT 
media (including the Bay Area Reporter ) to provide 
in-kind advertising space to help us get the message 
out. 

To volunteer for PAWS, please contact our volun¬ 
teer coordinator, Daniel Marlay, at (415) 241-1473 or 
via e-mail at dmarlay@pawssf.org. We promise to wel¬ 
come you with open PAWS. 

John L. Lipp, Executive Director 
Kathleen Luzzi, President, Board of Directors 
Pets Are Wonderful Support 



World Pride: Love without borders? 

Sorry, Mr. Dufty, I will not be going to World Pride 
Jerusalem [“Peace in the Middle East: LGBTs lead by 
example,” Guest Opinion, April 21 ]. I wouldn’t be able 
to dance in the streets, while on the other side of that 
wall, Palestinian rights are being systematically vio¬ 
lated. I admire Jerusalem Open House, but its efforts 
to create “love without borders” don’t address the 
problem of occupation. I could go to World Pride very 
easily, but gay Palestinians in the occupied territories 
only a mile away will not be able to go. Th<Ty will wait 
at checkpoints, until the events are over. The Israeli 
soldiers are not occupying Palestinian land to look out 
for the rights of gay people. When Israelis bulldoze a 
Palestinian home, our response as gay people cannot 
be “Oh, well, they were probably homophobic.” That 
is an immoral argument. I do not want my rights to 
be at the expense of another person’s. The occupation 
is what keeps Israelis and Palestinians from getting 
along, not some ancient tribal feud. The conflict is ac¬ 
tually very simple. One group of people has complete 
power over another. Just having a support group at 
Jerusalem Open House, where gay Jews and gay Pales¬ 
tinians talk with each other, will not solve the prob¬ 
lem. 

Until that power relationship is changed, gay Pride 
parades will solve nothing. When the wall comes 
down, and the occupation ends, then we will have love 
without borders. 

Bill Widnall 
San Francisco 

Gay-supportive Muslims are out there 

In his article on Irshad Manji’s presentation at the 

Center [“Lesbian Muslim takes on the left and 
right,” April 21 ], Mathew Bajko mis-identi- 
fies a woman named Armen as a Muslim 
and a member of a local Muslim group. In 
fact she identified herself as a Christian 
Armenian member of SWANABAQ 
(Southwest Asian & North African Bay 
Area Queers), a cultural and social 
group for mid-eastern queers of vari- 

_ ous nationalities and religions. Armen’s 

views are as valid as anyone’s but she 
does not speak for Muslims, and in all fairness, she 
never claimed to. In this she is a lot more honest than 
Irshad Manji. 

Manji talks about herself, her experience, and her 
mission, which is perhaps fair enough, if you just want 
to know all about Manji and not about progressive 
Muslim activism. When asked about Muslims oppos¬ 
ing repressive regimes she said nothing about the cri¬ 
tiques offered by Tariq Ali, Tariq Ramadan, or Eqbal 
Ahmed (just to name a few). Asked about Muslim 
leaders fighting sexism, Manji said nothing about 
Amina Wadud or Asra Nomani who are organizing 
women-led mixed prayers, Scott Kugle’s pro-gay 
analysis of the Qur’an, Washington, D.C.’s openly gay 
Imam Daiyee, or any of the many organizations and 
resources for GLBT Muslims such as al-Fatiha in the 
U.S. or Salaam Canada. She might have even men¬ 
tioned that a very mainstream group, the Muslim 
Canadian Congress, has endorsed same-sex marriage. 
While gay-supportive Muslim organizations are still 
a minority they are present, active, and growing, but 
no - all her answers were all about Irshad. 

Like too many TV “journalists” Manji is busier 
promoting her own image than digging into the true 
story. She’s selling plenty of books, building herself up 
as a self-invented hero, but her appeal is entirely to 
people unfamiliar with the work being done in the Is¬ 
lamic community to fight sexism and other forms of 
oppression. As her non-answers at that luncheon re¬ 
veal, she is content to perpetuate that ignorance. 


TJ’s welcome In the Castro 

The opposition to Trader Joe’s brings out the usual 
suspects [“Trader Joe’s Castro store would impact traf¬ 
fic little, study says,” April 21] - those afraid of any 
competition taking part of their captive market and 
of course our very own District 8 vacillating supervi¬ 
sor Bevan (“who ever has the most money”) Dufty. 

The real businesses Trader Joe’s would compete 
with are the overpriced and Republican Party con¬ 
tributors, Safeway and Cala Foods. Both contribute 
heavily to the antigay Republican Party. 

Kevin Kean 
San Francisco 


Editorial on the mark 

The editorial by Tom Horn was right on the mark 
[“This ‘Brick’will boomerang!” April 14]. Those of us 
who lived in San Francisco in the 1970s, 1980s, and 
early 1990s know that Senator Dianne Feinstein was 
one of the first and strongest supporters of the gay 
community. Without her strong support the commu¬ 
nity would not be where it is today. The “Pink Brick” 
award is most unfortunate. 

Edward Peter 
Red Bluff, California 


Jack Fertig 
San Francisco 

Apologies for man’s outburst 

This is in response to the “Fight over parking 
snafu” item in the Crime & Punishment column 
[April 14]. Though we strive to reconcile our differ¬ 
ences every day, there are some individuals, such as 
the male driver, who are clueless about the relentless 
contributions our women allies made and are still 
making to our HIV community and society in gener¬ 
al. They are our mothers, sisters, best friends, neigh¬ 
bors, doctors, etc. 

This male driver was certainly not speaking on be¬ 
half of the gay community (his alleged comment, 
“You don’t talk back to a gay male in the Castro”). 
When something as petty compels a person to behave 
in such a rage, he (the driver) obviously lacks intelli¬ 
gence, common courtesy, and is an embarrassment to 
the gay community and most importantly to himself. 
No one but himself is responsible for his ignoramus 
behavior. 

To the woman involved: Please accept my apolo¬ 
gies for this less than a man for his outburst of anger. 
He was not speaking for most gay males in the Castro. 
Shame on you. 

Steven DeGracia 
Concord, California 


Cutting Edge Holistic Healing 



Individual, couple, and group approaches • video therapy and coaching 
cognitive behavioral therapy for stress and depression ♦ dream work 
anger and stress management • bio feedback • jungjan depth approaches 
shamanistic groups • gestalt work 

Twenty five years of experience serving the LGBT community 
Rodney G. Karr, Ph. D., Lie. psych. #PSY6906, and Natalia Bolsheva, MD 

Monarch Bear Institute: ( 415 ) 241-9855 

www.gaypsychologist-sf-contracosta.org 
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For All Personal Matters 

Barry Schneider, Esq. 

Wills and Probate 
Family Law and Conservatorships 
Domestic Partner and Trust Issues 


Barry Schneider 400 Montgomery St. 

Attorney at Law Suite 505 

(415)781-6500 San Francisco 




Personal Injury 
Medical Malpractice 
Wrongful Eviction 
Wills & Estate Planning 


FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 


Boone Callaway 


Carl Wolf 


785 Market, Suite 1150 San Francisco, CA 94103 

415.541.0300 
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Top 4% Internationally 
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* Couples Work 

* Hypnotherapy 

* Individual Sessions 

* Intuitive Consulting 

* Tantra 

* Tarot 


Visit the web site for information or call: 

415-552-5680 • www.kurtsf.com 

email: kurt@kurtsf.com 


Turn your clutter into services for 

PEOPLE LIVING AND AT RISK FOR HIV/AIDS 

• You donate your items and we sell them on ebay 
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• The proceeds support 

^ people living with 

' HIV/AIDS in the Tenderloin 

• You get a tax deduction 
IT’S THAT easy! CALL 
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the incidence of HIV infection, 
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residents of the Tenderloin 
neighborhood using 
harm reduction philosophy 
and practice. 
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Free Admission 



You Are Welcome To Enter Your 

Roses . 
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Stereotypes are 
meant to be broken 



by Gwendolyn Ann Smith 


’m probably going to anger a 
lot of my readers this week, to 
which I can only offer my 
apologies. Not everything I write 
about is going to be easy to agree 
with. 

In 1979, a book was published 
about male to female transsexuals. 
It was called The Transsexual Em¬ 
pire. Its author, Janice Raymond, 
put forth a number of theories 
about transsexuals as tools of an 
oppressive patriarchy out to fur¬ 
ther subjugate women by further 
codifying gender stereotypes. 
There’s a lot in that book that is 
patently offensive to me, and there 
is much that I can refute simply by 
the living of my own life. 

That said - and this is where I 
get in trouble - she does have a 
point or two about stereotypes, 
and how some transfolks may in¬ 
deed be reinforcing them. 

With that in mind, I was 
talking with a male to fe¬ 
male acquaintance of mine 
a couple of weeks ago, 
and she began talking of 
her plans for facial fem¬ 
inization 
surgery. This 
surprised me, as 
she is naturally 
very attractive, yet she feels that 
she simply cannot make it as a 
woman without paying a few 
thousand dollars to have her face 
chopped up, ground down, and 
repositioned into a more estheti- 
cally pleasing fashion. 

After talking with her, I took a 
look in some of the various male 
to female hangouts, and heard a 
lot of the same viewpoints. For 
many male to female transsexuals, 
it seems as if FFS is a “must do” 
item. Indeed, this seems to be a far 
greater focus for many than deal¬ 
ing with their own insecurities 
and their own self-acceptance - 
both things that ultimately could 
serve them better than a lot of fa¬ 
cial surgery. 

The prevailing viewpoint 
seems to be that the only way to be 
a successful woman is to be a pret¬ 
ty woman, and therefore this sort 
of surgery is an imperative to a 
successful gender transition. 

This isn’t entirely true, or at 
least has not been the experience 
of several decades of other trans¬ 
gender people who’ve come be¬ 
fore. I will also say with no small 
amount of ego that I seem to do 
okay myself without ever having 
my own face sliced and diced. 


Still, the view¬ 
point seems to be 
that women need 
to be pretty to be 
successful, so a 
transwoman has 
to also be pretty - 
or perhaps even 
prettier - to be a 
success. 

There are in¬ 
deed plenty of ex¬ 
amples of women 
who have been 
torn down by oth¬ 
ers partially due to 
their appearance, 
and sometimes 
these women are 
called transgender 
by their detractors. 

I doubt I need to name examples, 
but just ask Janet Reno for one. 

Yet even women who may fit 
societal standards of beauty face 
this: in one online discussion 
about conservative pundit 
Ann Coulter being on the 
cover of Time magazine, 
more than a few individ¬ 
uals tried to paint her as 
being transgender. 

Think for a second 
about those two 
examples, how¬ 
ever. Regardless 
of looks, they 
both were given a transgender 
label as a way of tearing them 
down. At the same time, both of 
these women have been success¬ 
ful. Reno was the attorney general 
under President Clinton, while 
Coulter has sold oodles of books. 

So maybe the knife isn’t the an¬ 
swer - but what does this have to 
do with Raymond’s book? 

This drive for facial feminiza¬ 
tion surgery as a means to success 
is indeed one of those many 
things that feminism has fought 
against for several decades. It is 
true that our society awards the 
pretty, but by falling into a belief 
that you can only get those awards 
by being pretty, you further rein¬ 
force the paradigm. 

While I’ve focused on this issue 
of beauty - and don’t get me start¬ 
ed on breast augmentation - there 
is a lot more to this. 

I’ve known MTFs who have re¬ 
pressed their own intelligence or 
assertiveness, because they believe 
that women are supposed to be 
“act” less intelligent and submis¬ 
sive. 

I’ve known MTFs who have 
taken office jobs not because it 
was all they could find, but be¬ 
cause they felt that it would be 


more “appropriate” for them to be 
secretaries. 

I’ve known MTFs who have 
become virtual slaves to their 
boyfriends and husbands, because 
they seem to feel a “real woman” 
would have to be with a man - re¬ 
gardless of his demeanor toward 
her. 

Oh, and before anyone feels 
I’m only going to talk about 
MTFs, I also do note that I have 
known a female to male or two in 
my time who seem to work extra 
hard to be the biggest, nastiest, 
macho jerk on the block - per¬ 
haps only to fit that stereotype of 
masculine behavior. 

One would assume that it 
should be in our nature as trans¬ 
gender people to challenge stereo¬ 
types, not reinforce them. We 
wholeheartedly shatter the illu¬ 
sions of this culture when we re¬ 
ject one gender, so why do some 
feel the need to shore up the 
stereotypes of another gender? 

Perhaps I answered that ques¬ 
tion earlier: self-acceptance. When 
I was new to all of this, back in the 
early 1990s, I was far from self-ac¬ 
ceptance. I too might have fallen 
into a lot of the same views I just 
argued about earlier, but I worked 
on myself, and I grew into a place 
where I don’t worry if I’m not 
enough of a “girl” to be a woman. 
I ended up with the sort of self-ac¬ 
ceptance that can’t be found on 
the end of a scalpel. 

More than this, I learned that 
being a stereotype isn’t being 
yourself - and that’s the whole 
point of this, is it not? T 


Gwen Smith is not a Barbie girl, 
nor is she in a Barbie world. 

You can find her online at 
www.gwensmith.com. 





arry Lit, right, of Castrobear Pre¬ 
sents and a producer of Lazy Bear 
Weekend at the Russian River, and 
half, co-producer Allen Eggman, 
speak to the crowd at the AIDS Emer¬ 
gency Fund's annual benefit Sunday, 

April 24. Lit, Eggman, and the Lazy Bear 
Fund were presented with AEF's "Hearts 
of Gold" award for their fundraising work 
- last year's Lazy Bear event raised 
$153,000 for organizations around the 
Other award recipients at the 
event were: Grass Roots Gay Rights West 
for its Real Bad parties; Lyon-Martin 
Women's Health Services; and longtime 
AEF volunteers Gary Virginia and Glen- 
non Sutter. Executive Director Mike 
Smith said the event attracted about 250 
people and raised an estimated $75,000. 


Bears have 


‘Hearts of Gold’ 
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Drawing the line 



by Luke H. Kiipp 


Editor's note: While the Bay Area 
Reporter looks for a new political 
columnist, following the retire¬ 
ment of Wayne Friday, we have 
invited several LGBT officials and 
others to write guest columns. 

This is the 11th in a series of such 
columns. 

1 on’t join either group! You 
need to know that, once you 
join one of them, you will 
be forever identified with that 
group, and they don’t like each 
other.” These were the words of 
advice offered five years ago to this 
freshly arrived San Francisco 
transplant with a penchant for 
politics and a desire to pursue that 
passion in the local LGBT com¬ 
munity. The groups in question? 
The Harvey Milk and Alice B. 
Toklas LGBT Democratic clubs. 

For someone who’d just ar¬ 
rived in this beautiful city in July 
2000, the advice and the subse¬ 
quent realization of its relative ac¬ 
curacy were a discouragement to 
actually engage in the local politi¬ 
cal process. Having no desire to be 
sharply categorized after having 
just emigrated from a small- 
minded Midwestern city where 
“gay” was a permanent categoriza¬ 
tion, this political neophyte found 
the city by the bay at once both 
freeing in its nonchalance toward 
the private choices of its politi¬ 
cians and limiting in its snap judg¬ 
ments about the ideological na¬ 
tures of those same politicians. 

A little history 

According to interviews with 
past leaders of both organizations, 
the very beginnings of these clubs 
were marked by a dispute over the 
endorsement of the man who 
would become San Francisco’s 
first gay elected official, Harvey 
Milk. Alice, the only LGBT Demo¬ 
cratic club at the time, refused to 
support Milk, and so he opted to 
create his own organization, then 
known as the Gay Democratic 
Club. After then-Supervisor Milk’s 
assassination in 1978, the Gay De¬ 
mocratic Club took on his name, 
to acknowledge his accomplish¬ 
ments and carry on his legacy. 

It would be simplistic to claim 
the clubs have since been in a con¬ 
stant feud. According to past Milk 
Club President Robert Haaland, 
the two clubs endorsed the same 
slate of candidates for office in 
1990, including the “Lavender 
Sweep” of Tom Ammiano to the 
school board, and Carole 
Migden, and Roberta Achten- 
berg to the Board of Supervisors. 
Ammiano later won election to 
the board. According to Haaland 
and others, the clubs separated in 
the 1995 and 1999 mayoral cam¬ 
paigns, and more recently found 
themselves at odds in the 2000 
and 2002 supervisorial races. 

In the 1995 mayoral race, Milk 
endorsed President Clinton’s for¬ 
mer housing official, Achtenberg, 
while Alice endorsed Assembly- 
man Willie Brown. Brown went 


on to win, defeating former Mayor 
Frank Jordan. And in 1999? That 
was the year that Ammiano, then 
president of the Board of Supervi¬ 
sors, with the support of many in 
the Milk Club, launched a write-in 
mayoral campaign three weeks be¬ 
fore the election. In a race that was 
a heated struggle for the city’s top 
post, Alice maintained its support 
for Mayor Brown, while Milk sup¬ 
ported Ammiano. Brown won re- 
election. 

The battles between these two 
clubs have been pitched and heat¬ 
ed over the years, but according to 
Assemblyman Mark Leno (D- 
San Francisco), as the LGBT com¬ 
munity finds itself under assault 
from all sides, we are in a time 
right now in which the leadership 
of both clubs has been able to 
make concerted efforts to reach 
out to the other side. Indeed, just 
a week ago, past leaders of both 
clubs lobbied successfully for the 
state Democratic Party to endorse 
a resolution supporting full mar¬ 
riage equality. 

This columnist believes that 
our community has too much at 
stake to forget our commonalities 
in the heat of our impassioned 
ideologies, and hopes that Alice 
and Milk find ways to forge a 
stronger relationship, if for no 
other reason than to increase re¬ 
spect for each others’ positions 
when our differences are high¬ 
lighted in campaign struggles, as 
they inevitably will be, as well as 
strengthen our hand in the fights 
we face together, including mar¬ 
riage equality. 

The struggles ahead 

The San Francisco Internation¬ 
al Film Festival recently premiered 
a documentary on San Francisco’s 
marriage equality efforts. Pursuit 
of Equality , directed by Geoff 
Callan and Mike Shaw, gave an 
insider’s view of the city’s fight to 
advance civil rights for our com¬ 
munity. Attendees of the event at 
the Castro Theatre Sunday 
evening included Mayor Gavin 
Newsom (Callan’s brother-in- 
law), Assemblyman Leno, lesbian 
pioneers (and the first couple to 
be married in San Francisco last 
year) Del Martin and Phyllis 
Lyon, and marriage equality ac¬ 
tivists Molly McKay and Davina 


Kotulski, among others. Newsom 
said it was the first time he’d seen 
the film in its finished form. 

Speaking of marriage equality, 
Assembly Bill 19, Mark Leno’s Re¬ 
ligious Freedom and Civil Mar¬ 
riage Protection Act, has passed 
the Assembly Judiciary Commit¬ 
tee and now moves on to the Ap¬ 
propriations Committee. On the 
bill’s likelihood of passage in the 
Assembly, Leno insists, “It will not 
only pass the Assembly, it will be 
on the governor’s desk in late Au¬ 
gust.” We like the sound of that, 
Mark. 

According to Leno, should 
Governor Arnold Schwarzeneg¬ 
ger sign marriage equality into 
law in September, we will be faced 
with a voter referendum in June 
2006 that seeks to overturn the 
new law. In the event 
Schwarzenegger vetoes the bill, the 
folks at the Traditional Values 
Coalition and elsewhere will in¬ 
stead serve up a constitutional 
amendment to write discrimina¬ 
tion into the California Constitu¬ 
tion by a ballot initiative. Fortu¬ 
nately, Equality California is al¬ 
ready organizing the community 
and, along with the support of the 
state Democratic Party and the 
Milk and Alice Democratic clubs, 
is building a coalition today to 
win the fight. 

In other news, out gay San Jose 
City Council member Ken Yea¬ 
ger sent an e-mail to supporters 
this week announcing his bid for 
a seat on the Santa Clara County 
Board of Supervisors. The District 
4 seat is currently held by Super¬ 
visor Jim Beall, who will be 
termed out of office. Yeager is 
working now to build support for 
the June 2006 race. 

Meanwhile, in San Francisco, 
Jeff Sheehy appears ready to 
step down as the mayor’s AIDS 
czar, a post in which he has volun¬ 
teered his time for the past year. 

So what else is news? ▼ 


Luke H. Kiipp is secretary of 
the San Francisco Young 
Democrats and youth outreach 
coordinator of the Alice B. 
Toklas LGBT Democratic Club. 
He is a five-year resident of San 
Francisco and is originally from 
Detroit, Michigan. 


Palestinian 

◄ page 5 

cietal restrictions on women, but 
outreach to all genders is ongoing. 

Organizations like JOH make 
many LGBT people on all sides of 
the Israel-Palestine conflict hope¬ 
ful for the future. Jean-Paul Sama- 
ha, an Arab American and former 
board member of the San Francis¬ 
co LGBT center, said he still har¬ 


bors conflict around supporting 
LGBT causes seemingly at the ex¬ 
pense of Arab causes. But he be¬ 
lieves that the shared persecution 
of LGBT people brought together 
for World Pride could trump reli¬ 
gious and political divisions of the 
nations represented at and ex¬ 
cluded from the festivities. 

“Our LGBT communities can 
be the ones to make the peace and 
bridge the gap,” said Samaha. 

For all those who wish to orga¬ 


nize internationally but cannot or 
do not wish to do so with World 
Pride, added Maikey, other groups 
such as Black Laundry, Tel Aviv’s 
lesbian political group against the 
Israeli occupation, will be hosting 
alternative events in August. 

More information on both 
World Pride and JOH is available 
at wWw.worldpride.net. Argu¬ 
ments against supporting World 
Pride can be found at www.boy- 
cottworldpride.org. ▼ 
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Winning the right 
way in Connecticut 


by D.ale Carpenter 


T here are right ways and 
wrong ways, helpful ways 
and counterproductive 
ways, to win. In Connecticut, ad¬ 
vocates for gay marriage won the 
right and helpful way by persuad¬ 
ing state legislators to enact civil 
unions for same-sex couples. 
While Connecticut is in some re¬ 
spects exceptional, this has 
been a lesson in democratic 
politics that can and should 
be exported to other 
states. Several rules 
from that lesson follow. 

Advance through legisla¬ 
tures, not courts. Con¬ 
necticut becomes the 
first state in the 
country to recognize 
gay relationships in 
such an exhaustive fashion with¬ 
out being ordered to do so by a 
court. While religious opponents 
of gay marriage intend to chal¬ 
lenge pro-civil-union state legisla¬ 
tors in the 2006 election, I doubt 
that effort will succeed. Connecti¬ 
cut is a gay-friendly state domi¬ 
nated by liberal Democrats and 
moderate Republicans. Six of the 
12 Republican state senators voted 
for the civil union law and the Re¬ 
publican governor signed it. The 
response among the electorate has 
been muted. 

Contrast that to the reaction 
when courts have forced gay mar¬ 
riage on states. In the 1990s, 
courts in Hawaii and Alaska or¬ 
dered the recognition of gay mar¬ 
riage only to have the people in 
those states ban it by state consti¬ 
tutional amendment, a precedent 
that would soon be followed. Ver¬ 
mont enacted civil unions in 2000 
under compulsion of a court 
order, which produced a toxic po¬ 
litical upheaval. Civil unions sur¬ 
vived, but no further progress to¬ 
ward gay marriage has been made 
there. Massachusetts recognized 
gay marriages in 2004 only be¬ 
cause the state’s highest court or¬ 
dered it. That led directly to con¬ 
sideration of a state constitution¬ 
al amendment (still pending) and 
indirectly to the passage of state 
constitutional amendments in 
more than a dozen states last fall. 

Until recently, California was 
advancing steadily and democrat¬ 


ically toward gay marriage. From 
1999 to 2003 the state Legislature 
added annually to the benefits and 
responsibilities conferred on gay 
couples. By the beginning of this 
year, California’s domestic part¬ 
nerships offered gay couples legal¬ 
ly much of what marriage offers. 
Those democratic gains for gay 
couples induced only a statewide 
yawn. 

Recently, however, a state judge 

in San Francisco threatened 
that progress by declaring the 
state’s marriage law un¬ 
constitutional. Unless 
the-decision is reversed by 
the state’s highest court, as 
I expect it will be, California 
too will face a possible 
referendum banning 
gay marriage. And 
that referendum 
might be broad 
enough to eliminate not just gay 
marriage, but much or all of the 
painstaking legislative progress al¬ 
ready made. 

Connecticut has so far fol¬ 
lowed a wiser path. However, even 
in Connecticut this progress is 
threatened by a pending lawsuit 
challenging the state’s marriage 
laws. It might be fair to say that ju¬ 
dicial victories have primed the 
legislative pump in Connecticut 
and elsewhere. Even so, more such 
judicial pump-priming just now 
will .only fuel a backlash not just 
in Connecticut but further kindle 
the fire consuming gay-marriage 
advocates across the country. 

There’s something about repre¬ 
sentative democracy that makes 
even losers accept the legitimacy of 
the result. There’s something about 
courts that makes losers want to 
dump tea in Boston Harbor. 

Incremental steps to gay mar¬ 
riage are necessary, but the steps 
can be large. No state has yet au¬ 
thorized gay marriage by legisla¬ 
tive action. That suggests that al¬ 
most everywhere progress will 
have to be made piecemeal. In 
California, the legislative pace has 
been glacial in some years, light¬ 
ning fast in others. 

While incremental legislative 
steps toward gay marriage are 
often necessary, they can some¬ 
times and in some places be very 
large. By recognizing civil unions, 
Connecticut has taken a huge leap 
to gay marriage. It will now be 


easier, in just a few years, to argue 
that granting Connecticut’s gay 
civil unions the legal and social 
dignity of “marriage” poses no 
threat to society. 

In this respect, however, the 
Connecticut model has limited 
application. Polls showed that 56 
percent of the state’s residents al¬ 
ready favored civil unions. That 
level of support may be present or 
quickly obtainable in most of the 
northeastern states. Beyond those 
core states, any legislative progress 
will have to be much slower. For 
example, Illinois should probably 
be on the slow track. 

Compromise. Reform move¬ 
ments need both idealists and 
pragmatists. Without idealists, the 
pragmatists have no idea where to 
go. Without pragmatists, idealists 
have no idea how to get there. The 
early years of the gay marriage 
struggle have necessarily been 
dominated by idealists, people 
who shared the revolutionary 
thought that gay couples should 
be allowed to marry. Now that this 
idea has been implanted in the 
political culture, and has awak¬ 
ened a fierce resistance, it’s time 
for a season of pragmatism. 

Pragmatism means compro¬ 
mise. If we stamp our feet and de¬ 
mand marriage, and nothing less, 
we will get nothing. That was ini¬ 
tially the stand taken by Love 
Makes A Family, the Connecticut 
group supporting marriage equal¬ 
ity. The group opposed civil 
unions as “separate but equal” and 
a “dead end” that would never 
lead to gay marriage. Yet the state 
Legislature was unready for gay 
marriage, and even getting civil 
unions required a reaffirmation of 
the principle that marriage is for 
“one man and one woman.” 

After universal criticism in gay 
circles, Love Makes a Family prag¬ 
matically ended its opposition to 
civil unions. The legislation then 
passed. Now even the group’s 
president admits that civil unions 
are not a dead end, but part of a 
“conversation about marriage 
equality [that] will continue.” T 


Dale Carpenter is a law 
professor. He can be reached at 
OutRight@aol.com. Some of 
his past columns can be read at 
www.indegayforum.com. 
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referendum to overturn Proposi¬ 
tion 22. 

Thomasson’s group has vowed 
to put a constitutional amend¬ 
ment banning gay marriage on 
the ballot in 2006. Leno and sup¬ 
porters of the bill maintain 
Proposition 22 has no impact on 
marriages performed inside Cali¬ 
fornia. 

The fight over whether state 
lawmakers have authority to enact 
gay marriage may become moot if 
the state Supreme Court upholds 
a lower court ruling that in effect 
overturns Proposition 22. In 
March a superior court judge in 
San Francisco ruled that Califor¬ 
nia’s marriage laws discriminate 
against gay couples and are un¬ 
constitutional. Antigay groups 
have vowed to appeal that deci¬ 
sion, which is on hold until high¬ 
er courts resolve the matter. The 
lawsuit, which combined six dif¬ 


ferent cases, evolved out of Mayor 
Gavin Newsom’s decision last 
February to order city officials to 
marry same-sex couples. 

Last spring the judiciary com¬ 
mittee passed a similar bill to 
AB19 but Leno shelved the mea¬ 
sure after it was clear he did not 
have the votes too pass it through 
the full Assembly. This year Leno 
has said he is confident he can get 
his bill out of the Assembly and to 
the governor by late summer. The 
Assembly Appropriations Com¬ 
mittee will next hear the bill and 
is expected to approve it. 

Fair campaigns 

On Monday, April 25 the full 
Assembly passed by a 47-27 vote a 
progay change to the state’s code 
of fair campaign practices intro¬ 
duced by Speaker Pro Tern Leland 
Yee (D-San Francisco/Daly City). 
In a rare showing of bipartisan 
support, two Republicans joined 
the 45 Democrats present to ap¬ 
prove the bill, AB866. Sponsored 
by Equality California, the mea¬ 


sure prohibits the use of any neg¬ 
ative appeal based on prejudice 
against LGBT people by candi¬ 
dates or campaign committees 
who sign the voluntary pledge 
provided for in the Code of Fair 
Campaign Practices. 

“With today’s Assembly vote, 
we move one step closer to ending 
antigay rhetoric in political cam¬ 
paigns,” said Yee. “Candidates 
should not discriminate and vic¬ 
timize the LGBT community for 
political purposes, and fostering 
campaigns that create fear and in¬ 
timidation only incite a potential¬ 
ly dangerous situation for the 
LGBT community.” 

Gay advocates have long ar¬ 
gued that antigay rhetoric, which 
often comes in the form of politi¬ 
cal hate messages, is directly con¬ 
nected to violence against gay and 
lesbian individuals. Incidents of 
violence against LGBT people 
have peaked in national election 
years, such as in 2004 during the 
presidential campaign, in which 
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Multiple personalities 


By Jane Warner 


8th and.Sanchez, April 16, 
7:14 p.m.: While .on routine 
patrol, a police cruiser 
pulled up behind a red Mustang 
stopped at a stop sign. The officer 
checked the “hot sheet,” a list of 
stolen vehicles in the city, and no¬ 
ticed the Mustang was listed. The 
officer effected a traffic stop and 
the driver was taken into custody. 
The officer pulled a driver’s license 
from his front pocket. “That’s me,” 
the suspect stated, “I live in Berke¬ 
ley.” A check, however, revealed 
the individual listed on the license 
reported being a victim of robbery 
in August of last year. When con¬ 
fronted with this information the 
suspect refused to explain. A fur¬ 
ther search of his belongings dis¬ 
covered several other pieces of 
identification, as well as numerous 
credit cards and money orders. 
On the way to the station house, 
the officer noticed the suspect act¬ 
ing fidgety in the back of the pa¬ 
trol car. When they arrived, the of¬ 
ficer searched the back seat and 
found a wallet on the floorboards. 
Inside the wallet were yet more 
identification cards belonging to 
several other people. The suspect, 
33, was booked for auto theft, pos¬ 
session of stolen property, false 
identification to an officer and a 
no bail warrant.* 

Unwelcome guest 

4100 block of Diamond, April 
16, 12:45 a.m.: After leaving a 
babysitting job in Noe Valley, a 
woman was frightened by a man 


who followed her. Quickening her 
pace, the woman reached her car, 
got in, and locked the doors. As 
she turned to see where the 
stranger was, she was surprised to 
see he was standing next to her 
window. “Open the car door, or 
I’ll shoot,” he stated, and pointed a 
silver handgun at her face. Afraid 
for her life, the woman slid across 
the seat and dialed 911 on her cell 
phone. The gunman walked 
around the hood still point¬ 
ing the gun through the 
window and then fled 
on foot before getting 
into a white compact. 

The suspect was last 
seen fleeing in the ve¬ 
hicle eastbound on 
23rd Street. After 
hearing the radio 
broadcast, a mo¬ 
torcycle officer saw 
the vehicle travel¬ 
ing at a high rate of speed with its 
headlights off toward the 101 free¬ 
way. Other police vehicles joined 
the pursuit and chased after the 
suspect southbound on Bayshore 
Boulevard. After winding through 
the Bayview neighborhood and 
running several stop signs, the 
suspect lost control of his vehicle 
and crashed near Kirkwood and 
Newhall. The suspect jumped 
from the stalled vehicle and fled 
on foot while officers gave chase. 
A short time later, he was found 
hiding underneath a parked pick¬ 
up on Innes Street and taken into 
custody. The suspect, 24, was 
taken to Mission Station where he 
was booked for attempted armed 
robbery, criminal threats, reckless 


driving, evading a police officer, 
and parole violation. 

Guardian angel 

Castro and Alvarado, April 17, 
3:46 a.m.: A resident awoke to the 
sound of breaking glass, looked 
out his bedroom window, and saw 
two men rummaging through a 
parked Ford Explorer. As he dialed 
911, the resident watched as the 
suspects broke a window on a blue 
Honda and then searched its 
contents. As they broke 
the window of a third 
vehicle, a police cruiser 
turned the corner. 
Both suspects started 
running in different 
directions as the of¬ 
ficers gave chase 
on foot. After a 
short distance, one 
of the suspects was 
found crouched 
down behind a parked car. When 
ordered to put his hands up, the 
suspect refused. Officers wrestled 
the suspect to the ground and took 
him into custody. Nearby were a 
pair of black gloves, a screwdriver, 
a small pocket flashlight, and two 
car stereos. The 30-year-old was 
booked for auto burglary, posses¬ 
sion of burglary tools, and resist¬ 
ing arrest. A search of the area for 
the other suspect, described only 
as a male, was unsuccessful. ▼ 


The San Francisco Patrol 
Special Police, which 
exclusively serves the Castro 
District, can be reached at 
(415) 559-9955. 
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Body Fair: 
Wellness for 
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The Ceremonial Room 
LGBT Center 
7 pm -9 pm 
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dignity san francisco 
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You may have syphilis and not know it. Even if you have 


a painless sore or rash that disappears, syphilis still needs to be treated. 

Syphilis can be easily cured with treatment. 

For a FREE TEST call 408.293.3040 x213. 

Once you've been tested you will receive a $10 gift card, 
white supplies last. 

Public Health Department ; 

Saha Data valley Health « Hospital Syswnn 
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ENTRY INHIBITOR STUDY 

48 week trial off a new 
anti-HIV medication designed fto 
block HIV ffrom entering cell** 
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(Other criteria apply) 
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Newsom taps gay 
man for health panel 



From left: Supervisor Bevan Dufty, Mayor Gavin Newsom, Health 
Commissioner Dr. Donald Tarver II, and Health Director Dr. Mitch Katz. 


by Matthew S. Bajko 


W ith the appointment of 
Dr. Donald Eugene Tarv¬ 
er II to the city’s health 
commission, three LGBT people 
now serve on the advisory com¬ 
mittee to the city’s public health 
department. 

Tarver, a clinical instructor at 
the University of California San 
Francisco who maintains his own 
private practice, Tarver Psychiatric 
Care, was sworn into office April 
13 and took part in his first meet¬ 
ing Tuesday, April 19. He joins 
James Illig, Project Open Hand’s 
director of government relations, 
and Roma Guy, an instructor and 
program associate in the health 
education department at San 
Francisco State University, the two 
other openly gay commissioners. 

“I am very honored and 
thrilled to be joining the other es¬ 
teemed commissioners,” said 
Tarver, a city resident since 1987. 
“It was or is a position I had not 
sought but apparently reflects 
upon the regard that various pub¬ 
lic citizens and representatives of 
behavioral health programs have 
expressed on my behalf. I am 
thrilled.” 

Tarver, who is African Ameri¬ 
can and single, turned 45 on Tues¬ 
day, April 26. He is believed to be 
the first psychiatrist to serve on 
the health commission and is 
most certainly the first voice in 
some time for mental health 
providers, who routinely find 
their services and programs the 
first to be cut during lean budget 
years. 


“For me a key aspect is how my 
professional expertise can be in¬ 
corporated into safeguarding the 
interests particularly of behavioral 
health clients,” and ensuring there 
is a safety net there for them, said 
Tarver. “If I am partisan in any 
way it is in respect to mental 
health and substance abuse ser¬ 
vices and maintaining public 
funding to those essential ser¬ 
vices.” 

Tarver replaces Michael Penn, 
who stepped down from his seat 
on the commission September 27, 
2004. Penn, who is also black and 
a doctor, gave up his seat because 
his job with Genentech had him 
traveling and missing meetings. 

In announcing his selection to 
fill Penn’s vacant seat on the com¬ 
mission, Mayor Gavin Newsom 
pointed to Tarver’s dedication to 
advancing public healthcare poli¬ 
cy and providing managed clini¬ 
cal services as a community psy¬ 


chiatrist, with particular focus on 
people of color, sexual minorities, 
gender minorities, and the indi¬ 
gent. 

Illig said he is “overjoyed” with 
Tarver’s joining the commission. 

“It makes three of us on the 
commission who are openly gay. 
The community should be 
proud,” said Illig. “As frustrating as 
it has been to wait so long to have 
that seat filled, it is a sign of this 
mayor’s commitment to finding 
the right people.” 

Illig also said it will be valuable 
to have Tarver’s opinion and ex¬ 
pertise in the mental health field 
as the state prepares to disburse 
funding from Proposition 63. Vot¬ 
ers passed the measure last year 
which places a 1 percent tax on in¬ 
dividuals with taxable income 
over $1 million, with the money 
going to mental health programs 
throughout the state. San Francis- 
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Dunlop moves to HRC 


by Cynthia Laird 


J§ fter an eight-year stint on 
# , the San Francisco Redevel- 
Jr H opment Commission - and 
some public spats with former 
Mayor Willie Brown - Mark Dun¬ 
lop has been appointed by Mayor 
Gavin Newsom to serve on the 
Human Rights Commission. 

Dunlop, 51, was sworn in 
Tuesday, April 26; his first meeting 
is expected to be today (Thursday, 
April 28). 

“Although I have loved my 
work at the Redevelopment Com¬ 
mission, I am looking forward to 
this new challenge,” Dunlop said 
in an e-mail to the Bay Area Re¬ 
porter. 

Dunlop, who is openly gay and 
HIV-positive, replaces Vernon 
Grigg, who resigned his seat on 
the commission last year to run 
for supervisor in District 7; he did 
not win that race. Dunlop joins 
lesbian Pat Norman and transgen¬ 
der Cecilia Chung as the commis¬ 
sion’s LGBT representatives. 

Dunlop said his tenure on the 
Redevelopment Commission 
should serve him well in his new 
role. 

“There are many overlapping 
issues in regards to the Human 
Rights Commission and the Rede¬ 
velopment Commission,” Dunlop 
said. “Certainly all San Francis¬ 
cans, regardless of birth status, 
economics, religious choice, etc. 
should have equal access to decent 
affordable housing, an issue that 



HRC Commissioner Mark Dunlop 


challenges both commissions. As 
an out gay man living with HIV 
disease, I am fully aware of his¬ 
toric and current economic and 
social discrimination in terms of 
lack of access and of course, ver¬ 
bal and physical violence.” 

He also thanked Newsom for 
appointing him. “I am particular¬ 
ly excited to be appointed by 
Mayor Newsom, whom I believe 
has a deep found belief in equali¬ 
ty, justice, and equal access for all 
people.” 

In his position on the Redevel¬ 
opment Commission, Dunlop 
served for several years on the 
city’s HIV Health Services Plan¬ 
ning Council, which prioritizes 
federal Ryan White CARE Act 
funds. In the fall of 2003, however, 
Brown nixed Dunlop’s reappoint- 


ment to the Care Council, after 
what he perceived to be a snub by 
Dunlop. That incident, as related 
by Brown’s then-press secretary 
P.J. Johnston to the B.A.R. at the 
time, involved an alleged state¬ 
ment Dunlop made that the 
mayor shouldn’t appoint commis¬ 
sioners to the redevelopment 
agency. For his part, Dunlop said 
he spoke out in favor of the Board 
of Supervisors holding a hearing 
to determine whether it should 
take control of the redevelopment 
agency, and did not say that 
Brown should not make commis¬ 
sioner appointments. 

Dunlop also sparred with Re¬ 
development Commissioner 
LeRoy King, who was accused sev¬ 
eral years ago of making homo- 
phobic and AIDSphobic com¬ 
ments; King denied the allega¬ 
tions. 

Dunlop has been active in vari¬ 
ous political campaigns over the 
years and co-founded the Haight 
Ashbury Community Services in 
1981, a food program in the 
Haight. Former Mayor Art Agnos 
appointed Dunlop to the Citizens 
Committee on Community Devel¬ 
opment in 1991 and in 1996 he was 
appointed chair. In this capacity, he 
helped numerous innovative AIDS 
services to be awarded federal 
block grants, and advised on com¬ 
munity development needs in 
areas such as- Bayview Hunters 
Point, Chinatown, the Mission, 
and the Tenderloin. He was also in¬ 
volved in the early work of the 
LGBT Community Center. ▼ 
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Supes committee 
holds pot club hearing 


by Liz Highleyman 


he San Francisco Board of 
Supervisors Government 
Audit and Oversight Com¬ 
mittee met Monday, April 25 to 
begin the process of hashing out 
new rules for medical cannabis 
dispensaries (which city officials 
are now calling MCDs). A capaci¬ 
ty crowd of patients, dispensary 
owners, and interested neighbors 
was on hand to express their con¬ 
cerns and offer their'opinions 
about how to regulate the city’s 
medical marijuana operations, 
which currently number about 40. 

Mayor Gavin Newsom called 
for limits on MCDs in March after 
one tried to open on the ground 
floor of a hotel that receives city 
funding through the Care Not 
Cash program. On March 29, the 
supervisors unanimously passed 
an emergency ordinance placing a 
45-day moratorium on the open¬ 
ing of new cannabis operations, 
intended to give the city time to 
develop long-term regulations. 

“This buys us a little bit of time 
to launch a deliberate process, a 
public discourse, so citizens can 
weigh in on the development of 
new laws,” said Supervisor Ross 
Mirkarimi, who sponsored the 
moratorium and called this week’s 
hearing. He reiterated Monday 
that the board has no intention of 
banning medical cannabis. 

Last Thursday, Newsom pro¬ 
posed a set of regulations for the 
board’s consideration. These 
would require that MCDs notify 



Supervisor Ross Mirkarimi 


neighbors and obtain approval 
from the city’s Planning Depart¬ 
ment; locate at least 1,000 feet 
from schools, youth centers, and 
parks, and at least 500 feet from 
other similar operations; ban the 
use of alcohol on the premises; in¬ 
stitute “good neighbor” policies 
and grievance procedures; limit 
advertising to healthcare settings; 
ensure that only qualified patients 
and caregivers receive cannabis; 
and make their records available 
so city officials can verify that they 
are operating on a not-for-profit 
basis. 

San Francisco’s efforts are part 
of a statewide trend. According to 
Americans for Safe Access, more 
than 30 cities and counties have 
temporary moratoriums on new 
MCDs, about 15 have regulations 
imposing numerical caps or prox¬ 


imity restrictions, and four have 
permanent bans. Last winter Oak¬ 
land passed a law setting a limit of 
four MCDs in a downtown dis¬ 
trict then known as “Oaksterdam” 
for its proliferation of pot clubs. 
Berkeley allows no more than 
three. On Monday, ASA filed a 
lawsuit against the city of Fresno, 
arguing that its permanent ban on 
dispensing is an unlawful barrier 
under state law SB420. 

“Without the means of grow¬ 
ing it themselves or finding a care¬ 
giver to do it for them, dispensing 
collectives may be a patient’s only 
legal option for obtaining medical 
marijuana,” said ASA’s Kris Her¬ 
mes. 

Deputy City Attorney Rick 
Scheinfield began Monday’s hear¬ 
ing with an overview of the status 
quo. SB420, passed in 2003, set 
minimum requirements for the 
operation of MCDs, clarifying the 
state’s J 996 Compassionate Use 
Act (Proposition 215); localities 
may, however, impose more strin¬ 
gent regulations. SB420 imposes 
limits on how much cannabis an 
individual may possess and says 
that cannabis dispensaries are not 
authorized to operate on a for- 
profit basis. The state law also for¬ 
bids smoking cannabis - but not 
dispensing or other methods of 
ingestion - within 1000 feet of a 
school or youth center. 

Pursuant to SB420, California 
is in the process of instituting a 
statewide medical cannabis pa¬ 
tient ID card, similar to the one al¬ 
ready issued by San Francisco. The 
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Parole board nixes 
freedom for Rosenkrantz 


by Ed Walsh 


' inding that he is an “unac¬ 
ceptable risk to public safe¬ 
ty,” the parole board 
slammed the door on gay prison¬ 
er Robert Rosenkrantz this week. 

On Monday, April 25, the 
Board of Prison Terms decided 
that Rosenkrantz should be de¬ 
nied parole. The hearing was held 
on California Men’s Colony 
prison near San Luis Obispo 
where Rosenkrantz is serving 
time. 

The hearing took up much of 
Monday afternoon and the deci¬ 
sion was reached after about an 
hour of deliberation, according to 
BPT spokesman Tip Kindel. 

In 1985, Rosenkrantz shot and 
killed a schoolmate, Steve Red¬ 
man, outside Redman’s home in 
Calabasas, in Los Angeles County. 
Days before the shooting, Redman 
physically attacked Rosenkrantz 
on the night of his high school 
graduation and later outed him to 
his father. After fleeing to North¬ 
ern California, Rosenkrantz even¬ 
tually turned himself in. He was 
found guilty of second-degree_ 
murder, allowing him to eventu¬ 
ally be eligible for parole. Jurors in 
his case rejected the prosecution’s 
request for a first-degree convic¬ 
tion. 

The parole board’s finding that 
Rosenkrantz is a public safety risk 
is contradicted by psychiatric 



Robert Rosenkrantz 


evaluations by the Department of 
Corrections that concluded that 
he is an ideal candidate for parole. 
Rosenkrantz’s parole has also been 
strongly endorsed by the detective 
who arrested him, the judge who 
presided over his case, and Red¬ 
man’s late grandmother. 

In 2000, Redman’s family for¬ 
mally opposed parole stating in a 
letter that Rosenkrantz should not 
be allowed freedom without serv¬ 
ing the minimum of his 17-years- 
to-life term, which would have 
been in 2002. 

With “good-time” credits, 
Rosenkrantz has been eligible for 
parole since 1996. 

Rosenkrantz’s fight for parole 
has been tied up in the courts for 


nearly 10 years. Two superior 
court judges and two appeals 
court panels independently ruled 
that Rosenkrantz has been illegal¬ 
ly and unfairly denied parole. 
Those rulings called for the parole 
board to set a release date. But the 
state appealed each of those rul¬ 
ings before he could be freed. The 
state finally won in 2002 when the 
California Supreme Court gave 
then-governor Gray Davis a free 
hand in blocking parole. 

Rosenkrantz’s case became a 
cause celebre for prisoners’ rights 
advocates during the Davis admin¬ 
istration. In his five years in office, 
Davis approved the parole of only 
eight of the 294 prisoners whose 
release was approved by the parole 
board. The board, whose members 
are appointed by the governor, has 
a very strict record and only au¬ 
thorized parole for about 1 percent 
of eligible prisoners. 

So far, Governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger has not had an 
opportunity to review 
Rosenkrantz’s case. Before this 
week, Rosenkrantz’s most recent 
parole hearing was held in Janu¬ 
ary 2004. The parole board voted 
against his release, sail never went 
to the governor’s desk. 

Schwarzenegger has taken a 
much more liberal stance. Since 
taking office in November 2003, 
he has allowed at least 81 convict¬ 
ed murderers to be released on pa¬ 
role. Rosenkrantz’s next parole 
hearing will be in a year. ▼ 
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LipoTherapeutics 
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Mesotherapy, Restylane® and Botox® 

Mesotherapy 

is a non-surgical treatment that breaks 
down fat and cellulite from any area of 
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SLDN looks to Swedish military for advice 


by Matthew S. Bajko 

is ship the HSWMS Carl- 
A skrona docked at the Port 
of San Francisco over the 
weekend, Lieutenant Commander 
Lars Enander planned, to see the 
sights as any tourist to the city 
would. On his agenda: a ride on 
the fabled cable cars, Alcatraz Is¬ 
land, a wine tour to Napa and, if 
time allowed, a visit to the Castro. 

Included on his itinerary was 
also an invitation-only cocktail re¬ 
ception with members of the Ser- 
vicemembers Legal Defense Net¬ 
work at the home of the group’s 
board member Julian Chang. A 
high-ranking officer in the 
Swedish Navy, Enander came to 
talk about serving as an out gay 
man in his country’s armed forces. 

“I am openly gay on board. My 
commanding officer knows,” said 
Enander, 47 and single, in an ex¬ 
clusive interview with the Bay 
Area Reporter Friday, April 22. 

Enander’s visit with local 
SLDN members is the latest in a 
four-year relationship between 
gay members of the Swedish mil¬ 
itary and the U.S. organization for 
current and former gay military 
personnel. As SLDN increases its 
advocacy work around ending the 
U.S. military’s “Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell” policy toward gay service- 
members, the group is gaining in¬ 
spiration from the experiences of 
the Swedes. 

“The international communi¬ 
ty is so far ahead on the U.S. with 
their policies toward gays in the 
military. The Swedish comman- 


Lieutenant Commander Lars Enander of the Swedish military, right, talks with SLDN Executive Director Dixon 
Osburn at a reception in San Francisco Friday, April 22. 


ders have- said there are not 
enough gay people who are out in 
the military,” said Dixon Osburn, 
SLDN executive director, who 
came to San Francisco last week¬ 
end in order to meet Enander. 

Osburn pointed out how 
America will soon be the last 
country in NATO to ban gays 
from serving openly in the mili¬ 
tary. In order to join the European 
Union, NATO member Turkey 
must drop its ban. Even Russia, 
which is looking to join strategi¬ 
cally with NATO, allows gays to 
serve, said Osburn. 

“It just goes to show how the 
U.S. policy is so anachronistic and 
archaic,” he said. 

Osburn said SLDN’s ties to the 
Swedes have been growing for the 


last three years. Two years ago 
SLDN invited the Swedes to speak 
on a panel in San Diego, while last 
year the group’s legal director 
went to Stockholm during gay 
pride at the invite of HOF, the 
Swedish group for homosexual, 
bisexual, lesbian and transsexual 
members of the armed forces. In 
May, the leader of the group, Leif 
Olson, is visiting SLDN chapters 
in America. 

“Momentum is building to re¬ 
verse DADT,” said Osburn, whose 
group introduced a bill in March 
in the U.S. House of Representa¬ 
tives to repeal DADT, the first time 
such an attempt has been made 
since the policy went into effect in 
1993. “More people are dismayed 
at how this is hurting our military 


and the country.” 

As a guest of the U.S., and with 
Swedish Embassy officials already 
nervous about Olson’s visit this 
spring, Enander agreed to talk to 
the B.A.R. about his own person¬ 
al experience in serving in the mil¬ 
itary while declining to comment 
directly about America’s policies. 

Enander has served in the 
Swedish Navy since 1977 and 
came out publicly in 2002. Unlike 
the U.S. military, which prohibits 
gays and lesbians from serving 
openly in its armed forces, Enan¬ 
der said that Sweden has never 
had rules directly against gays and 
lesbians serving in its armed 
forces. 

“Our authorities encourage 
people to serve,” said Enander, who 


first came to accept his homosexu¬ 
ality in 1996. Stationed in a small 
village on the Baltic Sea island of 
Gotland, Enander said he did not 
know any other gay people. 

That all began to change in 
2000 when Olson, chair of HOF, 
wrote a paper about gays in the 
Swedish armed forces and in De¬ 
cember 2001, held a press confer¬ 
ence with the supreme comman¬ 
der who pledged his full support 
to gay servicemembers. By 2002, 
Enander agreed to give an inter¬ 
view with the Navy’s newspaper, 
in which he publicly came out. His 
crew had known since the spring 
of 2000. 

“I had no problem at all,” he 
said. 

Enander said he credits his 
country’s liberal attitude toward 
gays to, of all things, MTV’s Real 
World series, which has portrayed 
openly gay people in a positive 
light and been on the air in Swe¬ 
den since 1996. 

“This started debates on TV. In 
a few years’ time things changed 
very much. Suddenly it was more 
popular to say I am gay or to be bi 
and go to gay clubs,” he said. 

When he first boarded the 
Carlskrona last September, Enan¬ 
der said his sexuality from the 
start has been a non-issue with his 
crewmates. 

“I didn’t tell anyone. I assumed 
everyone knew,” he said. “After a 
month, people asked how do you 
feel about being gay and if I 
thought it had pushed back my 
career. I definitely don’t think it 
will be a problem being gay in the 
military.” T 
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Hayward hosts anti-hate march 


by Zak Szymanski 


nspired by the documentary 
project that has created a na¬ 
tional movement of local 
communities responding to bias 
crimes, “Not In Our Town,” a 
march and rally against hate, will 
take place in the East Bay city of 
Hayward on Saturday, April 30. 

The action is from 1 to 3 p.m. 
and is organized by Hayward’s 
Lighthouse Community Center 
youth group and the political ac¬ 
tion committee Gays and Lesbians 
Organized for Betterment and 
Equality. 

Charlene Shores, president of 
GLOBE, said that local youth were 
inspired to hold a march after 
viewing the PBS broadcast of Not 
In Our Town: Northern California. 
Originally a 1995 documentary 


Tarver 

M page 12 

co could stand to receive $50 mil¬ 
lion under the funding. 

Despite what Tarver sees as 18 
years of budget cuts to mental 
health, he commended past health 
officials for doing what they could 
to protect such services. 

“I am confident. San Francisco 
has continued to work despite its 
budget deficits to provide quality 
services at a higher degree of 
funding and programmatic sup¬ 
port than communities elsewhere 
in the state and nation,” said Tarv¬ 
er. “That is something San Fran¬ 
cisco can not only truly be proud¬ 
est of but must endeavor to sus¬ 
tain.” 

In addition to his private prao 
tice, Tarver also works with many 
volunteer organizations, such as 
Baker Places and AIDS Healthcare 
Foundation Magic Johnson Clin¬ 
ics, and serves as senior physician 
specialist at Community Behavior 
Health Services in San Francisco 
and as a psychiatric consultant for 
the Department of Public Health’s 
Southeast Health Center. 

In 1997 Tarver coauthored with 
Gianna E. Israel a book on trans¬ 
gender care and recommended 
guidelines to help both medical 
providers and clients learn about 
proper treatments and mental 
health approaches. Tarver drew on 
his experience as program coordi¬ 
nator for the gender identity pro¬ 
gram at the Center for Special 
Problems, a civil service mental 
health clinic in the city he worked 
at in the early 1990s. 

“In the context of my role there 
I did an initial research survey that 
saw a tremendous void even in 
generalized information on many 
issues affecting transgender per¬ 
sons,” said Tarver. “Most of all pri¬ 
mary professional guidelines at 
that time were not sufficiently re¬ 
flective of the consumers or client 
involvement and choice.” 

In 1992 he helped found and 
later served as co-chair of Lesbian 
and Gays of African Descent for 
Democratic Action, or LGADDA. 
He also helped to form the black 
caucus of the Harvey Milk LGBT 
Democratic Club. 

In 1995, Tarver added his name 
to a call for action letter to the 
progressive black community to 
raise concerns about “an alarming 
absence of national leadership in 
black lesbian, gay, transgender and 
bi-sexual communities. Currently 
no such movement exists in this 
country.” The letter also served to 
“spark a national dialogue on 
launching a progressive black 
les/bi/trans/gay movement. We 

... 


about a community in Montana, 
Not in Our Town has become a na¬ 
tional movement that encourages 
communities to organize against 
hate crimes. The project combines 
PBS broadcasts and educational 
tools to inspire grassroots events. 
The most recent documentary 
profiled various communities 
around California as they re¬ 
sponded to hate crimes in their 
towns and cities, and included 
scenes from Newark, where trans¬ 
gender teenager Gwen Araujo was 
killed in 2002. 

“The youth wanted to do a 
march against hate, and they ap¬ 
proached us and asked for our 
help,” said Shores. “Hayward is 
near where Gwen Araujo was 
murdered, which is why we chose 
the site, and we chose the date be¬ 
cause it is in between the PBS 
broadcast and the date for the new 


acknowledge that there is no co¬ 
hesive movement because there 
has been a lack of community 
building, leadership development 
and agenda setting.” 


trial.” 

Araujo’s alleged murderers 
were tried in Hayward last year, 
but the case ended with a mistrial. 
The case is set to be re-tried next 
month. 

Shores said that organizers 
have invited several community 
groups to join the march, but that 
other than LGBT participation, 
response has been slow. 

“We’re trying to get a broad 
based coalition of religious and 
community organizations to 
march against hate. It’s a challenge 
for some people. A few people 
wanted us to take out the gay and 
lesbian stuff and tone it down so 
other groups would join, and 
that’s wrong,” said Shores. “But 
this will open the door, to have 
some kind of dialogue where 
other groups can discover our hu¬ 
manity.” 


He received his bachelor of arts 
in biology from Harvard Univer¬ 
sity, and his medical degree from 
the University of Cincinnati Col¬ 
lege Of Medicine. ▼ 


Some churches and syna¬ 
gogues have agreed to participate, 
noted Shores, and local politicians 
will be on hand to speak at the 
rally. Assemblyman Johan Klehs 
(D-San Leandro) will present a 
state resolution in support of the 
march, as will Hayward city offi¬ 
cials, she said. And of course, sev¬ 
eral gay-straight alliances and 
youth groups will be out in full 
force. 

Saturday’s event will meet be¬ 
tween Hayward City Hall, located 
at 777 B Street, and the nearby 
Hayward BART station at 1 p.m. 
Participants will then march to 
the Hayward Library for a rally. 

The event is an inclusive stand 
against all forms of hate. 

“Discrimination based on race, 
color, religious belief, national ori¬ 
gin, sexual orientation, gender 
and gender identity/expression is 
not tolerated here in Hayward,” 
said a mission statement about the 
march. “Therefore, together we 
will stand against any form of 
hate.” 

For more information, call 
(510) 538-9722. ▼ 



GLOBE's Charlene Shores is help¬ 
ing organize Saturday's rally in 
Hayward. 
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SJSU hosts Transgender Awareness Week 


By Zak Szymanski 


. star-studded lineup of ac- 
tivists, professionals, writ- 
ers, and performers will be 
featured at the Transgender 
Awareness Week and Symposium, 
held from May 3-5 at San Jose 
State University. 

San Francisco’s own Jamison 
Green, former head of San Fran¬ 
cisco’s FTM International and re¬ 
cent author of Becoming a Visible 


Man , will give the keynote address 
at the symposium, while San 
Francisco Human Rights Com¬ 
mission investigator Marcus 
Arana will serve as an emcee and 
workshop leader. 

Panelists include Travis Gard¬ 
ner, an activist/educator and 
openly transsexual member of the 
rodeo circuit; Tyler Fong, presi¬ 
dent of the San Francisco Boys of 
Leather and former Mr. Transgen¬ 
der San Francisco; Cecilia Chung, 
the first Asian and first transgen- 
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der woman president of the San 
Francisco LGBT Pride Celebration 
and current member of the city’s 
Human Rights Commission; and 
Julie Marin, a San Jose police offi¬ 
cer who transitioned from male to 
female on the job. 

Local artists round out the 
events, with a film by Aidan Craw¬ 
ford, and performances by Storm 
Florez, Julia Serano, Miriam 
Sachs, and Frootie Flavors. 

Transgender Awareness Week 
was actually created around the 
award-winning photo exhibit by 
graduate student Jana Marcus, 
said Dr. Susan Murray of SJSU’s 
sociology department. “Transfig¬ 
urations: The Making of a Man,” 
will show during the same week. 

“We didn’t want the topic of 
this important photographic work 
to get lost among the MFA art ex¬ 
hibits,” said Murray, “so we took 
the opportunity to expand the di¬ 
alogue of gender and issues facing 
the transgender community to a 
campus-wide level of learning and 
community building.” 

Transgender Awareness Week 
seeks “to place the transgendered 
experience into a context by 
which it can be readily under¬ 
stood,” according to a statement 
from SJSU’s Web site, which en¬ 
courages attendance by everyone, 
particularly non-transgender in- 



Marcus Arana 


dividuals. “Transgendered and 
other gender variant people live 
and work in our communities. 
They are your students, col¬ 
leagues, employees, administra¬ 
tors, friends, and family mem¬ 
bers.” 

Symposium events are Tues¬ 
day, May 3 in the Martin Luther 
King Library, beginning with 
Green’s keynote address at 2 p.m. 
and an “Introduction to Trans¬ 
gender Issues” workshop led by 
Arana. At 3:30, Crawford’s docu¬ 
mentary Just a Boy will be shown, 
and a 4 p.m. a panel features 
Chung, Fong, Gardner, and 


Marin. Green will sign copies of 
his book at 5, and the photo ex¬ 
hibit by Marcus will follow in 
Gallery 3 of the Art Building. 

Transgender events are also 
happening all week on campus. 

“Opening The Gender Box: 
Stories of FTM Transformations” 
presented by Reed Singer and oth¬ 
ers is on Monday, May 2 in Dud¬ 
ley Moorehead Hall, room 354, 
from 2 to 4 p.m. The movie Dif¬ 
ferent for Girls plays in the Mosaic 
Center of the Student Union from 
6 to 8 that night. 

Wednesday, May 4 is “Trans¬ 
gender Health 101” presented by 
Peer Health Education, a discus¬ 
sion from noon to 1 p.m. in the 
Almaden Room of the Student 
Center. From 5 to 7 that night, the 
movie Boys Don’t Cry will play in 
the Costanoan Room of the Stu¬ 
dent Union. 

On Thursday, May 5 from 6 to 
8 p.m. is “Trans/Form: an evening 
of spoken word and performance 
about the transgender communi¬ 
ty,” with the week’s featured per¬ 
formers in the Umunum Room of 
the Student Union. An open mic 
will follow. 

SJSU’s Transgender Awareness 
Week events are free of charge and 
open to the public. For more in¬ 
formation, visit www.sjsu.edu/ 
transweek. T 


Sex workers film test starts Sun. 


by Liz Highleyman 


he fourth San Francisco Sex 
§| Worker Film and Art Festival 
will take place next week, 
May 1-8. 

Since its inception in 1998 as a 
modest film and video showing, 
the festival has evolved into a.full- 
scale arts extravaganza drawing 
participants from around the 
world. This year the festival will 
include an art show, two days of 
film showings, several education¬ 
al and political events, and a vari¬ 
ety of performances and parties. 

“From artists’ models to 
muses, from hetaira to geishas, sex 
workers have been vital partici¬ 
pants in arts communities 
through the centuries,” said festi¬ 
val director Carol Leigh (a.k.a. 
Scarlot Harlot), “despite the lack 
of recognition and acknowledge¬ 
ment from ‘polite society.’” 

The event celebrates the talents 
of sex workers of every gender, 
sexual orientation, race, age, and 
economic class. “This festival 
boasts some of the most fabulous 
queer and trans performers in the 
Bay Area,” Leigh noted. 

The 2005 festival kicks off Sun*- 
day, May 1, with an opening gala 
and “After Hours” art exhibit to 
benefit the St. James Infirmary 
clinic for sex workers. Presided 
over by Mistress of Ceremonies 
Sister Kitty Catalyst, the evening 
will feature performances by Kit¬ 
ten on the Keys, Tallulah 
Bankheist, and the Debbys from 
Australia, as well as guest artists 
including porn luminary Annie 
Sprinkle. The party runs from 7 to 
10 p.m. at Epicenter Gallery (398 
11th Street). 

Monday’s main event is a 
workshop on harm reduction for 
sex workers, presented in con¬ 
junction with the St. James Infir¬ 
mary and the Tenderloin Aids Re¬ 
source Center. Harm reduction 
experts - including Donna Saf- 
fiotti, Maria Chavez-King, and 
Naomi Ackers - plus local com¬ 
munity members will discuss 



Carol Queen 


models for providing compas¬ 
sionate, empowering services for 
people in the sex industry. The 
forum takes place May 2 from 1 to 
4 p.m., also at Epicenter. 

A new event this year, “Whore 
College,” is a full day of classes and 
workshops for sex workers and 
their communities, including self- 
defense, safer oral sex, marketing 
and legal issues, webcam tech¬ 
niques, and a “sex business 
makeover” with Annie Sprinkle. 
Whore College participants will 
“graduate” with a diploma in sex 
work studies. Workshops run from 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Epicenter. 

On March 5, the Sex Workers 
Outreach Project hosts a forum 
on “Human Rights, Prostitution, 
and the Role of Government.” 
Local politicians including former 
state Senator John Burton and in¬ 
ternational sex worker advocates 
including Janelle Fawkes of Aus¬ 
tralia’s Scarlet Alliance and Wang 
Fang Ping of Taiwan’s Coalition of 
Sex Workers and Supporters will 
discuss decriminalization of pros¬ 
titution and related issues. The 
forum runs from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
at City Hall. Space is limited; see 
the festival Web site to register. 

Also on Thursday, festival atten¬ 
dees will have the opportunity to 
take a champagne cable car tour of 
San Francisco’s “Barbary Coast” red 
light district and learn about the 
history of prostitution in the city. 


That evening there will be a launch 
party for the new web journal “Boa: 
New Whore Culture,” featuring 
performances and readings by sex 
worker artists and activists includ¬ 
ing Mattilda (Matt Bernstein 
Sycamore) and Kirk Read. The 
party starts at 7:30 p.m. at Femina 
Potens (465 South Van Ness). 

Next Friday and Saturday, the 
festival continues its tradition of 
presenting a diverse selection of 
features, documentaries, and 
short films by, for, and about sex 
workers. Films will be shown in 
several programs from 2 p.m. to 
midnight on May 6 and from 
noon to midnight on May 7 at the 
Roxie Cinema (3117 16th Street). 

This year’s offerings address is¬ 
sues such as sex workers’ rights and 
organizing efforts, global sex work, 
health and harm reduction, sexual 
identity, and - of course - plenty of 
sex. Selections include The Naked 
Feminist, Other People’s Mirrors, 
Stripped, Ganstresses, Porn Star 
Pets, Amazing World of Orgasm, 
and Dick Ho: Asian Male Porn Star. 

Friday’s line-up includes 
“Cops, Condoms, and Hand¬ 
cuffs,” an examination of govern¬ 
ment crackdowns against sex 
workers featuring live appearances 
by Canal Street Madam Jeannette 
Maier, Cop to Call Girl author 
Norma Jean Almodovar, and local 
activist Robyn Few. At 10 p.m., 
renowned sexpert Carol Queen 
will present an excerpt from her 
live performance piece Peep Show, 
followed by a midnight showing 
of queer and fetish porn produced 
in the Bay Area. 

The festival concludes Sunday 
night, May 8 with grand finale 
burlesque show featuring Lipstick 
Conspiracy, Big Burlesque, 
Harlem Shake, David Sterry, 
Shawna ViragOx.a.nd many more at 
SomArts (934 Brannan). T 


For more information, including 
additional events, registration, 
and ticket sales, visit 
www.bayswan.org/swfest.html 
or call (415) 751-1659. 
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Pentagon conflicted 
on sodomy statutes 


by Bob Roehr 


P entagon lawyers are propos¬ 
ing to change the military’s 
sodomy statutes to bring 
them more in line with current 
civilian laws and the Supreme 
Court’s 2003 decision that threw 
out state sodomy laws, according 
to an April 21 account in the New 
York Times. 

But the ink had barely dried on 
the newsprint before the military 
backtracked. Responding to a 
question at a regular Pentagon 
briefing later that day, spokesman 
Lawrence DiRita said that consen¬ 
sual sodomy will “continue to be a 
crime” as it is a threat to “good 
order and discipline” within the 
armed forces. 

According to the initial article, 
lawyers in the office of the general 
counsel were proposing changes in 
Article 125 of the Uniform Code 
of Military Justice that would de¬ 
criminalize consensual sex. Acts 
with minors and those involving 
force would remain illegal. 

Those modifications mirror 
changes in society, civil law, and the 
Supreme Court’s decision in 
Lawrence v. Texas. The changes also 
are in line with recommendations 
made by a panel of senior retired 
military lawyers in 2001. They 
would have to be implemented by 
an act of Congress, which general¬ 
ly adopts changes in regulations 
that the Pentagon puts forward. 

Most observers have seen the 
current sodomy provisions of the 
UCMJ as a serious impediment to 
gays serving in the military as they 



SLDN legal director Sharra Greer 


maintain the presumption of en¬ 
gaging in illegal acts. While Article 
125 applies to both heterosexuals 
and homosexuals, it has been ap¬ 
plied selectively and generally in a 
discretionary manner against gays. 

Sharra E. Greer, director of law 
and policy for the Servicemem- 
bers Legal Defense Network, said 
the recommended changes came 
after two years of study by mili¬ 
tary lawyers. They also reflect the 
fact that military courts of appeal 
have overturned two consensual 
sodomy convictions in light of the 
Lawrence ruling. 

There is a suggestion that the 
Pentagon’s reversal, as expressed 
by DiRita, represents a triumph of 
political considerations over mat¬ 
ters of law, at least for the short 
term. 

“Pentagon leaders cannot run 
and hide from the Constitution,” 


Greer said. “If they truly believe 
that they can ignore the Lawrence 
decision and that the prohibition 
on consensual sodomy remains 
valid, they must be asked: Why did 
they recommend that Congress 
repeal that prohibition if they re¬ 
main confident that it is legal and 
constitutional?” 

Momentum continues to build 
for repeal of “Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell,” the antigay policy that pre¬ 
cludes gays and lesbians from 
serving openly in the military. 

The story of Robert Stout, 23, 
an Army sergeant wounded in 
Iraq and awarded the Purple 
Heart, has drawn extensive cover¬ 
age in the media. He acknowl¬ 
edges that he is gay and wants to 
continue to serve but he faces the 
threat of being jailed and dis¬ 
charged from the Army for having 
said that he is gay. 

This has prompted many 
newspapers to write editorials 
calling for repeal of the policy. 
Among them are the usual sus¬ 
pects of the Washington Post and 
New York Times, but also some 
unexpected publications, such as 
the Charleston Gazette in West 
Virginia. 

In California, out lesbian state 
Senator Christine Kehoe (D-San 
Diego) last week introduced a res¬ 
olution calling for repeal of 
DADT. It follows a similar resolu¬ 
tion in March by the New York 
City Council but is the first to be 
considered by a state legislature, 
according to SLDN. Equality Cal¬ 
ifornia, the state’s largest LGBT 
civil rights organization, spon¬ 
sored the resolution. ▼ 


Gay marriage simmers in D.C. 


by Bob Roehr 


Washington, D.C. gay cou¬ 
ple who married in Massa¬ 
chusetts has asked if they 
might file their city taxes as a mar¬ 
ried couple. The city attorney ten¬ 
tatively has said yes, in a story that 
first broke on April-20 in the 
Washington Post. 

A conservative U.S. senator, 
who controls the city’s budget, 
wasted no time in threatening the 
city if it does allow the couple to 
file a joint tax return. 

Edward G. Horvath, 54, and 


Richard G. Neidich, 64, are both 
federal employees who have been 
together for 25 years. They mar¬ 
ried in Somerville, Massachusetts 
on June 25. 

This spring they sought advice 
from the city tax office as to 
whether they could file a joint re¬ 
turn as a married couple. They be¬ 
lieve that they are married and 
that filing as individuals would be 
committing perjury, lying, on 
their signed tax form. The matter 
was passed on to the city’s attor¬ 
ney for an advisory opinion. 

On April 14, D.C. Attorney 
General Robert J. Spagnoletti, 


himself gay, advised that “validly 
married same-sex couples may file 
a joint D.C. Form 40” tax return, 
while the city retains the right to 
determine the validity of that fil¬ 
ing. 

The validity of the marriage re¬ 
mains a legal question mark be¬ 
cause Massachusetts Governor 
Mitt Romney has asserted that a 
seldom-enforced 1913 law pre¬ 
cludes out of state couples from 
marrying in Massachusetts if the 
laws of their home state do not 
allow such a marriage. 

A legal challenge to the 1913 
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Badlands 

◄ page 1 

amounts to discrimination. He 
said state laws require bars to ask 
for a second ID if the first one is 
not valid. 

“It is not a defense if the ABC 
finds a minor in your business 
and you say ‘I was afraid of being 
called a racist for asking for a sec¬ 
ond ID.’ That doesn’t fly with 
them,” he said, referring to the 
state Alcoholic Beverage Control 
agency. 

The city agency also found that 
Nfcjtali, prior to the numerous 
complaints filed against him last 
June, used hiring practices that 
discriminated against African 
Americans and “removed from 
the bar” a black woman on “false 
charges.” The HRC concluded that 
due to such discriminatory behav¬ 
ior, Natali had violated San Fran¬ 
cisco Police Code Article 33, 
which states it is unlawful for any 
person to discriminate against an¬ 
other person in hiring or admit¬ 
tance to a public accommodation 
based on that person’s race or sex. 

In approving her staff’s report, 
HRC Executive Director Virginia 
Harmon said Natali’s actions are 
“inimical to the public welfare” 


and “impede social and economic 
progress for the entire citizenry.” 
She concluded, “The discrimina¬ 
tory practices discussed [in the re¬ 
port] diminish our city and are 
contrary to its goals and policies.” 

Members of the group And 
Castro for All, which brought the 
charges against Natali, hailed the 
report as a “landmark decision” 
during a rally Tuesday night in the 
Castro and announced they will 
begin a boycott of the bar at 9 
p.m. Saturday, April 30. 

“It is sad we have to be cele¬ 
brating something like this. But 
discrimination does happen,” said 
Don Romesburg, a spokesman for 
the group, standing in front of a 
sign reading “Civil rights are 
worth more than a drink, say no 
to racism and discrimination.” 
“We will never again allow a bar 
owner to go for five years in dis¬ 
criminating against black people 
in employment and patronage. 
Your time is over. It is in the past.” 

Natali, who has repeatedly de¬ 
nied the allegations and defended 
his business practices, did not re¬ 
spond to requests for comment. 
Through his lawyers, Natali issued 
a statement alleging that the HRC 
could not find “one single person 
who could confirm a single allega¬ 
tion against Badlands” or himself. 
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He also charged that the com¬ 
plaints are the result of “public re¬ 
lations consultants” who tried to 
block his purchase of the Pendu¬ 
lum, the Castro’s only bar catering 
to African Americans. He charged 
that the complainants only 
brought forth their charges after a 
Superior Court judge denied a 
motion by a competing buyer to 
block the sale of the Pendulum. 

Melbostad said that Natali is 
“very upset and disturbed” by the 
commission’s findings. He point¬ 
ed out that Natali has operated 
bars in the Castro for 15 years, and 
prior to this, there has never been 
any complaints filed against him. 

“To me, if you consider that 
Les has served approximately 
100,000 customers a year over a 
five- year period he has operated 
the bar, there were only eight 
complaints, and really, three they 
found merit to. To me that does 
not demonstrate a practice of dis¬ 
crimination,” said Melbostad. 
“Badlands has not engaged in 
racial discrimination and does not 
engage in racial discrimination.” 

Badlands bartender Damon 
Reiter said it has been a hard eight 
months for the staff and for the 
bar’s customers. 

“We have to accept it,” said Re¬ 
iter. “All of our customers know 
the truth. Our African American 
customers have supported us all 
along.” 

During the rally, which drew 
about 300 people to Harvey Milk 
Plaza, speakers singled out Mel¬ 
bostad, chanting “shame on you” 
and called Natali’s statement “two 
pages of garbage.”. 

“What the HRC did today is 
not really a secret. It is something 
that has been talked about for a 
long time,” said Julius Turman, the 
complainants’ attorney. “It gives 
full voice to the fact that discrim- 
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ination diminishes our whole 
community. Not just blacks, not 
just Asians, not just Latinos, but 
all of us.” 

Because he is not a city con¬ 
tractor, Natali cannot appeal the 
findings before the HRC’s public 
body. He can appeal directly to 
HRC director Harmon to reverse 
her decision and has two weeks to 
file a request. Additionally, HRC 
does not have the power to issue 
fines or take other punitive steps 
against the bar. 

The findings against Natali 
mark the first time in the history 
of the HRC that it has found a 
Castro business to be discrimina¬ 
tory. The Midnight Sun faced sim¬ 
ilar allegations in the early 1990s 
but. was able to resolve the issue 
through mediation. As detailed in 
the report on the Badlands 
charges, mediation failed in this 
instance because neither side 
could agree to terms setting out 
the mediation. 

The HRC’s report also outlines 
frustration on the part of com¬ 
mission staff with Natali and his 
lawyers who repeatedly missed 
deadlines, postponed mediation 
dates, and failed to provide the 
HRC with all the documentation 
it requested. The report dryly 
states, “The commission’s requests 
for documents ... were not met in 
a timely manner.” 

Larry Brinkin, with the HRC, 
said the Badlands matter is one of 
the largest cases the commission 
has handled in the public accom¬ 
modations realm. The commis¬ 
sion interviewed dozens of cus¬ 
tomers, former employees and 
current employees at Badlands, as 
well as current and former em¬ 
ployees at the Detour and the 
Patio Cafe, a former restaurant 
Natali operated. 

Brinkin declined to speak 
about the findings or the HRC’s 
investigation but did say, “Issuing 
findings at the commission is very 
rare. We usually mediate to reso¬ 
lution and we always try that first.” 

Along with facing a boycott of 


his business, Natali also faces the 
possibility of losing both his 
liquor license and entertainment 
licenses at not just Badlands but at 
the Pendulum and the Detour. 
And Castro for All members in¬ 
tend to ask the city’s Entertain¬ 
ment Commission to revoke Na¬ 
tali’s permits at his bars and are al¬ 
ready pressuring the city’s plan¬ 
ning department not to issue 
building permits to Natali, who 
plans to remodel the Pendulum. 

The group is also pressing the 
state Department of Alcoholic 
Beverage Control to revoke Na¬ 
tali’s liquor licenses. The ABC has 
launched its own investigation 
into the charges against Natali. 
ABC spokesman John Carr said 
Wednesday he had yet to receive 
the HRC’s report and was “reserv¬ 
ing comment at this time.” 

As for when the ABC would 
complete its investigation, Carr 
said, “I don’t have a timeframe for 
you when that investigation will 
be complete.” 

Barry Strike, an alcoholic bev¬ 
erage law specialist with Hinman 
and Carmichael’whom Natali 
hired, said it might be some time 
before the ABC concludes its 
work. 

“They want to make sure they 
have an opportunity to talk to all 
witnesses the HRC spoke to. They 
will have a hearing with the re¬ 
spondent before anything would 
happen to Les Natali’s license,” 
said Strike. “A hearing has not 
been scheduled and there will 
only be a hearing if the ABC finds 
any reason to issue an accusation 
against Mr. Natali, which they 
have not done.” ▼ 


Full disclosure: Mr. Natali has 
been a client of Goldstein 
Gellman Melbostad Gibson and 
Harris for well over a decade. 
The firm’s representation of 
Mr. Natali is unrelated to Paul 
Melbostad being general 
counsel to the Bay Area 
Reporter. 


Pot clubs 
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city’s Department of Public 
Health began offering the cards in 
2000; about 8,000 individuals now 
hold cards, one-quarter of whom 
are authorized caregivers. The 
cards include a photo and a ran¬ 
domly generated ID number, but 
no name. The DPH currently does 
not keep patient information on 
file, but with the institution of the 
state card system it will be re¬ 
quired to do so. 

San Francisco has no existing 
laws specifically regulating mari¬ 
juana dispensaries, growers, or 
doctors who issue recommenda¬ 
tions. Based on a 1997 interpreta¬ 
tion of the city’s zoning ordi¬ 
nance, MCDs may locate in neigh¬ 
borhood commercial districts and 
industrial areas, but not residen¬ 
tial zones. While there is no spe¬ 
cific permit for a MCD, zoning ad¬ 
ministrator Larry Badiner said 
that all businesses are required to 
file for a change-of-use permit 
when they occupy a building; only 
two of the existing MCDs have 
done so. The Planning Depart¬ 
ment was in the process of notify¬ 
ing dispensaries about the re¬ 
quirement when the moratorium 
passed last month. 

“This is not a punitive process,” 
said Badiner. “I believe most 
MCDs want to comply with the 
law, but they may not have known 
about the law.” 

As the number of MCDs has 
exploded in recent months, the 
department has received increas¬ 
ing complaints about marijuana 
odor, noise^ ljttgr A loitering, .dou¬ 


ble-parking, and street reselling of 
cannabis near some of the existing 
dispensaries. “I’ve seen a change 
over the past year in the quantity 
of MCDs and how they are re¬ 
ceived in the neighborhoods,” 
Badiner said. 

Options 

The supervisors could pursue a 
variety of options, including an 
outright ban, grandfathering ex¬ 
isting operations (perhaps giving 
them a time limit to obtain neces¬ 
sary permits and comply with new 
laws), a permanent moratorium 
on new MCDs, allowing delivery 
and over-the-counter sales but no 
on-premises use of marijuana, 
discretionary review by the Plan¬ 
ning Commission, a cap on the 
total number of MCDs, and vari¬ 
ous proximity-based zoning re¬ 
strictions. 

Maps drawn up by the Plan¬ 
ning Department show that most 
sites in the city are within 1,000 
feet of a school or other youth fa¬ 
cility, park, drug treatment center, 
or supportive housing facility. “It 
would be very difficult under 
these rules to locate many medical 
cannabis dispensaries,” Badiner 
concluded. 

Some four dozen speakers of¬ 
fered testimony before the com¬ 
mittee, comprised of Supervisors 
Mirkarimi, Sean Elsbernd, and 
board President Aaron Peskin. 

Former District Attorney Ter¬ 
ence Hallinan expressed concern 
that requiring MCDs to obtain 
permits and keep records could 
expose them to federal prosecu¬ 
tion. The federal government bans 
the sale, possession, or use of mar- 
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Speed task force 

◄ page 1 

HIV resistant to most AIDS med¬ 
ications. 

In San Francisco, health offi¬ 
cials estimate between 12 to 20 
percent of the 60,000 gay and bi¬ 
sexual men in the city have used 
crystal. Highs from the drug can 
range anywhere from six hours to 
three days depending on how 
much a person does. Most alarm¬ 
ing to HIV prevention officials, 
meth can increase men’s sexual 
desires along with relax their inhi¬ 
bitions, leading to unsafe sex. 

“That means 7,000 to 10,000 
people are using this drug,” said 
Steven Tierney, HIV prevention 
director for the health department 
who is co-chair of the task force. 
“HIV and STD infections are re¬ 
lated to crystal use.” 

Michael Siever, Ph.D., director 
of the Stonewall Project, a harm 
reduction agency that works with 
gay and bi men addicted to speed 
as well as counsels partners and 
friends whose loved ones abuse 
the drug, said speed use is not a 
new problem. 

“This has been a huge problem 
for years,” said Siever, who has 
worked on the issue for 15 years 
and is a member of the task force. 
“We need to figure out how to get 
a handle on it. Meth is the fastest 
growing drug in the country in all 
communities.” 

San Francisco has been espe¬ 
cially hit hard. In announcing the 
new task force, Newsom pointed 
to the fact that the cityjs one of 
the most drug-addicted cities in 
the nation. Ranked on a per capi¬ 
ta basis, San Francisco is number 
one when it comes to emergency 
room visits due to crystal use, 
number two in hospitalizations 
from LSD, and number four in 
heroin-related visits to the ER. 

Last year, STD officials added 
ER visits due to speed to their 
monthly reports in order to high¬ 
light the issue. In 2004, 595 men 
and 147 women went to San Fran¬ 
cisco General Hospital’s ER due to 
meth. As of the March 2005 re- 


Gay bills 
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lesbian and gay issues played an 
unprecedented role at both the na¬ 
tional and local levels. 

“This bill red flags candidates 
and campaign committees to 
think twice before using antigay 
rhetoric as a campaign tactic,” said 
Equality California Executive Di¬ 
rector Geoffrey Kors. “We hope 
this bill strikes a chord in the 
minds of candidates to be 
thoughtful and culturally sensitive 
to the constituencies they hope to 
represent.” 

In 1996,then-Assemblywoman 
Sheila Kuehl (D), an out lesbian 
and now a state Senator from 
Santa Monica, introduced nearly 
identical legislation that failed in 
its first committee hearing on a 3- 
4 vote. The registrar of voters is re¬ 
quired to provide candidates a 
blank form on which to subscribe 
to the Code of Fair Campaign 
Practices, and a copy of the Elec¬ 
tions Code provisions at the time 
of a declaration of candidacy, 
nomination papers, or any other 
paper evidencing an intention to 
be a candidate for public office are 
issued. Subscription to the Code of 
Fair Campaign Practices is volun¬ 
tary. Completed forms are to be 
filed with the registrar of voters, 
and are retained for public inspec¬ 
tion until 30 days after the elec¬ 
tion. 

AB866 now heads to the state 
Senate. If approved it will go to the 
governor’s desk. ▼ 


port, 111 men and 19 women had 
already gone to the ER due to 
meth this year. 

While Newsom admitted the 
city does not know how to solve 
the problem of speed use, which 
has been a concern for the gay 
community for at least a decade, 
nonetheless he said, “nowhere in 
the nation are we more resolved” 
than in San Francisco. 

In the last year alone, the city 
has directed more resources to¬ 
ward agencies working with speed 
users and launched a new treat¬ 
ment method called PROP for 
men who want to quit using meth 
but not through intense counsel¬ 
ing. Both the health department 
and the Stop AIDS Project 
launched new crystal campaigns 


to change gay men’s notions that 
crystal is a safe party drug, while 
at the same time new crystal users 
anonymous meetings and a Web 
site have formed. 

Dufty said the task force would 
not only address speed use within 
the gay community but on a city¬ 
wide basis. The drug has made its 
way into the city’s African Ameri¬ 
can community as well, said city 
officials. 

“This drug does not discrimi¬ 
nate,” he said. “We are seeing it in the 
suburbs and among straight people. 
Everyone needs to be at the table.” 

But Survive AIDS member 
Michael Lauro blasted the task 
force for lacking representation 
from the recovery community and 
for city officials not allocating 


more funds to fight the problem. 

“What needs to happen is a 
redirecting of funds from well-in¬ 
tentioned campaigns that are now 
obsolete, like the Healthy Penis 
campaign, into programs to help 
people addicted to crystal,” said 
Lauro. “What about having a hot¬ 
line for meth like we have for HIV? 
We need stand alone programs for 
HIV-positive people who are using 
speed and we should fast track 
them into treatments so they don’t 
spread the disease.” 

Others applaud the formation 
of the task force, saying speed use 
impacts the community on many 
levels and new approaches are 
needed. Paul Moffett, president of 
the Merchants of Upper Market 
and Castro business group, said he 


would like to see MUMC be in¬ 
volved with the task force. 

“It impacts our customer base 
but also our employees. I person¬ 
ally had to part ways with at least 
three employees because of their 
speed use. It is really hard,” said 
Moffett, who owns PO Plus. 

First meeting 

After its first meeting, where 
members introduced themselves, 
the task force decided to form three 
committees tackling treatment is¬ 
sues, combining criminal justice 
approaches with public health 
strategies, and prevention issues. 

“This is not a committee that is 
going to sit around and do a lot of 
talking. The mayor said he wants 
us to do something,” said Tierney. 

Newsom promised that the 
task force has the full backing of 
his administration, and while he 
acknowledged the city’s budget 
deficit makes it hard to fund new 
programs, he remains confident 
money can be found to imple¬ 
ment the task force’s proposals. 

“I wouldn’t be here if I thought 
this was only a photo op,” he said. 
“As soon as the task force comes 
up with recommendations, we 
will try to find ways to fund them. 
Good ideas generate resources. 
With good ideas, money tends to 
follow.” ▼ 


SFBadlands Celebrates 5th Year Anniversary 

Join Us in Celebrating Our 5th Year 
Anniversary! SF BADLANDS HAS SERVED 
MORE THAN 500,000 HAPPY CUSTOMERS* IN 
5 RECORD YEARS! Announcing 
Domestic Bottled Beer $1.25 now til May 30 


[Bud, Bud Light, MGD, Miller Lite & Rolling Rock] 



* Badlands has served more than 100,000 people each year for five 
years-people of all races, colors, genders, ethnicities and sexual orientations. 
Badlands has endeavored to make every customer’s experience a happy one. 

Over the years a few people have had complaints of one kind or another, 
as may be expected in a business serving the public. But Badlands emphatically 
and steadfastly denies that it has engaged in discrimination. 

Badlands has many, many, satisfied customers--of all races--and we will continue to 
work to provide a comfortable environment for all people to come enjoy themselves, 
free from discrimination of any kind. 

The popularity and success of Badlands the last five years has been overwhelming. 
We are grateful to the thousands of people in San Francisco and the Bay Area 
for their continued patronage and support. We invite everyone to join us in 
celebrating our 5th anniversary. 

Come check us out and see for yourself. 

SFBadlands 

18th Street nr Castro / Dancing Every Night / Must be 21 w/ID 
We love to make you happy! 
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Microsoft 
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fore” the meeting with Hutcher¬ 
son to limit corporate activity this 
year to state legislation which is 
“directly related to our business.” 
She said the company was “disap¬ 
pointed” that various reports have 
been “misrepresenting” the meet¬ 
ing between Hutcherson and Mi¬ 
crosoft. She said the company, in 
fact, rejected Hutcherson’s re¬ 
quests that Microsoft oppose the 
gay civil rights bill and fire the two 
employees who testified for it. 

She declined to identify which 
Microsoft officials met with 
Hutcherson or to identify any 
other legislation that the corpora¬ 
tion chose to be “neutral” on in 
this year’s legislative session. Be- 
gasse also noted that, “on a 
statewide basis, we’ve never lob¬ 


bied” for or against the gay civil 
rights bill, although she did ac¬ 
knowledge that the company did 
“sign a letter” in support of the bill 
last year. 

Award rescinded 

But the fallout around Mi¬ 
crosoft’s neutrality on the legisla¬ 
tion has been swift and harsh. 

The Gay & Lesbian Center in 
Los Angeles has asked the corpo¬ 
ration to return its “Corporate Vi¬ 
sion Award” presented to Mi¬ 
crosoft in 2001. The award was 
presented to Microsoft at the cen¬ 
ter’s 30th anniversary event in 
recognition of the company the 
center said “set the highest stan¬ 
dard for others by exhibiting lead¬ 
ership and vision in advancing the 
cause of GLBT equality.” It was ac¬ 
cepted by Microsoft’s first openly 
gay executive at the company, Ben 
Waldman. 


Lorri L. Jean, executive director 
of the L.A. Center, said Microsoft 
had long supported the Washing¬ 
ton state legislation and that its 
decision to take a neutral position 
was particularly “alarming be¬ 
cause it came after meetings with 
a local extremist religious leader.” 

“Their protestations of wanti¬ 
ng to remain ‘neutral’ are incredi¬ 
ble,” said Jean. “Silence in the face 
of bigotry and discrimination can 
in no way be viewed as ‘neutrali¬ 
ty.’” Such silence, said Jean, “essen¬ 
tially constitutes agreement with 
the status quo of it being legal to 
discriminate against GLBT people 
in the state of Washington.” 

“But when such silence is the 
result of a change in position,” she 
said, it clearly reflects just that - a 
change from the previous posi¬ 
tion in favor of nondiscrimination 


CUAV 
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to-female transgender people re¬ 
ported being victims of crimes last 
year, a 12 percent decrease that 
corresponds with a 33 percent de¬ 
crease in reports of anti-LGBT of¬ 
fenses by police officers and law 
enforcement. CUAV credited the 
decline in part to the creation of 
the Transgender Police Task Force, 
a joint effort by the Human Rights 
Commission and the San Francis¬ 
co Police Commission, as well as 
the approval and passing of stan¬ 
dard transgender training and ac¬ 
countability for all San Francisco 
police officers. 

There was a 78 percent rise in fe- 
male-to-male transgender victims 
reporting bias crimes, and a 143 
percent increase in bisexuals report¬ 
ing crimes. Victims reporting their 


and equality.” 

One vote short 

The Washington State House 
had passed the gay civil rights bill 
in February, but the state Senate 
vote came up one vote shy on 
Thursday, April 21, voting 25-24 
against it. Equal Rights Washing¬ 
ton, a statewide gay lobby group, 
noted that the 25 no votes includ¬ 
ed two Democrats and all 23 Re¬ 
publicans. 

It’s the Republican vote that 
convinces Equal Rights Washing¬ 
ton that Microsoft’s neutrality did 
have a negative impact on the 
Senate vote. While the bill has 
never been on the Senate floor be¬ 
fore for a vote, Equal Rights Wash¬ 
ington Executive Director George 
Cheung noted that “we had two to 
three Republicans ready to vote 


sexual orientation as “unknown” or 
“questioning” also increased, from 
20 in 2003 to 59 in 2004. 

Many times, noted CUAV, “un¬ 
known” is selected “when an indi¬ 
vidual’s self-identity does not con¬ 
form to established terms, like 
LGBT,” including people who are 
questioning, queer, genderqueer, 
and trans/transgender without 
identifying as FTM or MTF or 
transsexual. 

Many anti-LGBT incidents 
could be directly linked to San 
Francisco’s historic same-sex mar¬ 
riages, which exposed hundreds of 
people at a time to public harass¬ 
ment and intimidation. During 
that time, CUAV documented 18 
incidents of antigay marriage 
backlash/gay-bias in the form of e- 
mail death threats, hate crime van¬ 
dalism to private residences, ha¬ 
rassment, intimidation, and work¬ 
place discrimination. The number 
of Asian victims reporting hate 
crimes increased in 2004, mostly 
because of a rally opposing same- 
sex marriages organized by Chi¬ 
nese Christian conservative lead¬ 
ers and attended by pro-LGBT 
Asian community members. 

Local incidents of violence in¬ 
cluded crimes by strangers as well 
as “pick up” crimes. 

In July 2004, a young white 
male perpetrator and another sus¬ 
pect yelled hate speech toward a 
group of five queer women and 
one transgender man in the South 
of Market district. After the second 
suspect left the scene, the perpe¬ 
trator continued harassing the 
group and then physically attacked 
them. Although he attempted to 
flee, the perpetrator was success¬ 
fully detained by the transgender 
man who held him until police ar¬ 
rived. Victims sustained injuries, 
including a broken nose, black 
eyes and injuries around the head 
and face. Several witnesses came 
forward during proceedings and 
the defendant pleaded guilty to 
two counts of felony hate crime. 

In August 2004, a white or 
Latino male contacted an Asian 
gay man under the pretense of re¬ 
ceiving a professional massage. 
Once inside the man’s residence, 
the suspect impersonated an un¬ 
dercover cop and pulled out a 
gun. He used a rope to tie the vic¬ 
tim’s hands and ankles, then sex¬ 
ually assaulted and robbed him. 
The case remains unsolved. 

Perhaps the most tragic exam¬ 
ple of a pick-up crime was the 
2004 murder of Tony “Delicious” 
Green, an African American 
transgender woman who was 
found brutally beaten, raped, 
bound and gagged at the Francois 
Hotel on August 13, 2004. Al¬ 
though evidence suggests that 
Green may have known her at¬ 
tackers, hate crimes often involve 
offenders that a victim knows in¬ 
timately or briefly, and authorities 
“have been slow to recognize that 
bias-based assaults do often occur 




with us, if they were free to vote 
their conscience.” But, said Che¬ 
ung, Republican Senate Minority 
Leader Bill Finkbeiner, who repre¬ 
sents the district where Microsoft 
is headquartered, “put a lock on 
the Republican Caucus,” which 
forced them to vote against the 
measure. 

“When Microsoft took a neu¬ 
tral position, they backtracked, 
and that gave more cover to 
Finkbeiner to lock up his caucus,” 
said Cheung. Cheung said Equal 
Rights Washington has invited 
Microsoft officials to a gay com¬ 
munity town meeting on May 5 
“to explain their position.” 

“It does seem odd,” said Che¬ 
ung, “given their strong history of 
equal rights for their employees, 
that they would cave into a con¬ 
servative preacher.” ▼ 


between two parties that know 
each other,” according to a state¬ 
ment from CUAV. 

At Tuesday’s press conference, 
Green’s sisters expressed dismay at 
the fact that police investigators 
are labeling the murder as a “rob¬ 
bery gone bad” rather than a hate 
crime. Two men imprisoned on 
other charges have been named in 
arrest warrants for Green’s mur¬ 
der, the San Francisco Chronicle 
reported earlier this month. 

Others in attendance at the 
press conference called for the 
passage of two pieces of legislation 
to aid hate crime victims. 

Yvette Balderas and Mariah 
Sparks, survivors of the 2002 “Drag 
King contest assault” outside of 
SOMA’s Studio Z, said that victims 
should be given more time than 
currently allowed under law to file 
civil suits against their attackers. 

“Many survivors in our posi¬ 
tion feel that justice is a mis¬ 
nomer,” said Sparks. Jack 
Broughton, who attacked both 
women and pleaded guilty to the 
crimes after more than a year of 
court proceedings, was given pro¬ 
bation and is free to walk to the 
streets. “I was not able to pull to¬ 
gether emotionally in time to file 
my civil suit.” 

AB378, by Assemblywoman 
Judy Chu (D-Monterey Park), 
would extend the statute of limita¬ 
tions for recovering damages from 
an attack, from one to three years. 

Chris Daley of the Transgender 
Law Center noted the communi¬ 
ty’s outrage at defense tactics that 
essentially put local transgender 
teenager Gwen Araujo on trial for 
her own murder. The case ended 
in a mistrial last year and is sched¬ 
uled to be retried next month. 
AB1160, by Assemblywoman Sally 
Lieber (D-Mountain View), 
would prohibit the use of “gay 
panic” and other non-legal de¬ 
fense tactics employed specifically 
to play off the bias of jurors. 

Community awareness and re¬ 
sponse to hate crimes is encourag¬ 
ing, said CUAV survivor advocate 
Tina D’Elia. While D’Elia said anti- 
LGBT incidents are genuinely on 
the rise, she also believes that the 
higher numbers of incidents reflect 
better reporting of such crimes. 

“It’s not good news that inci¬ 
dents are up, but it’s good news 
that people are being more dili¬ 
gent about recognizing what con¬ 
stitutes an anti-LGBT incident,” 
said D’Elia. “Every time I see the 
numbers I realize we are chipping 
away at getting more of the reality 
of these situations. People are get¬ 
ting it, that whether they are being 
called ‘faggot’ on the street, or re¬ 
ceiving death threats for getting 
married, these are all incidents we 
are trying to document.” ▼ 


The full report about anti-LGBT 
incidents in 2004 can be found 
at www.ncavp.org. 
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Academy of Friends announces 
grants to HIV/AIDS groups 



"Silver boys and girls' 7 - life-size replicas of Oscar - were part of the 
Academy of Friends' 25th anniversary gala in February. 


by Tyson Gillfillan 

an Francisco AIDS 

fundraising funnel, the 

Academy of Friends, an¬ 
nounced today (Thursday, April 
28) that its February 27 Oscar 
night gala raised half a million 
dollars for area FIIV/AIDS service 
organizations. AOF has designat¬ 
ed $462,500 in agency grants to 
gala beneficiaries, which will be 
given out at an awards ceremony 
to be scheduled next month. The 
rest of the money funds AOF’s 
awards, which are donated to a 
charity of the awardee’s choice. 

This year represents a $50,000 
increase over 2004 grants, and 
marks nearly $5.5 million given to 
Bay Area AIDS charities since the 
group’s inception 25 years ago. 
The funds are raised primarily 
through individual underwriting, 
corporate sponsorships, and gala 
ticket sales, and are complement¬ 
ed by challenge grants, raffle tick¬ 
et, and silent auction sales. 

“With government funding for 
AIDS service providers ... shrink¬ 
ing so dramatically these days, we 
are relying on our community 
partners like Academy of Friends 
more than ever,” said Bill Hirsh, 
executive director of the AIDS 
Legal Referral Panel, a regular re¬ 
cipient of AOF grant money. 

According to AOF Executive 
Director Elisabeth Loeffler, 36 or¬ 
ganizations submitted proposals 
for funds, of which 14 were cho¬ 
sen by a panel of medical and 
community advisers to receive 
grants this year. New groups, in¬ 
cluding Catholic Charities CYO, 
Contra Costa-based Pittsburg 


Pre-School and Community 
Council, and health service 
providers Magnet and the Haight- 
Ashbury Free Clinic were among 
the beneficiaries chosen this year. 

The beneficiaries weathered 
the application and screening 
process, requesting grants for spe¬ 
cific HIV/AIDS support pro¬ 
grams. Final grant allotments 
were based on the original dollar 
amounts requested by the organi¬ 
zations, and the total funds raised 
by AOF. 

“The $40,000 grant from the 
Academy of Friends will help 
Magnet expand our rapid HIV 
testing program,” said Executive 
Director Steve Gibson of the Cas¬ 
tro health clinic for gay men. “And 
as a relatively new organization, 
being honored by the Academy of 
Friends helps identify us to other 
donors and foundations that we 
are an agency of merit. People no¬ 


tice that AOF stamp of approval.” 

In addition to the beneficiary 
grants, AOF has designated $5,000 
for the Kyle Ozier Award, given to 
honor an individual’s exemplary 
spirit of community volun- 
teerism; $1,500 for the Jay Luque 
Award, given to an individual with 
demonstrated dedication to the 
AOF; $21,000 for the 2005 Holi¬ 
day Fund, given in December to 
Bay Area HIV/AIDS organizations 
who need extra assistance to meet 
year-end commitments; and 
$10,000 for the Emeritus Fund, a 
special donation by previous AOF 
board members in honor of the 
event’s 25 th anniversary. 

The Kyle Ozier award was pre¬ 
sented to David Slocomb in honor 
of his longtime support of the 
AIDS Emergency Fund, which 
will receive the award money in 
Slocomb’s name. 

“David has been one of our 


most extraordinary volunteers for 
20 years,” said AEF Executive Di¬ 
rector Mike Smith. “He has been a 
big part of our ‘Pennies Project’ 
[an initiative to collect spare 
change in area businesses for AEF 
programs] since it began in 1987 
and still comes in every Thursday 
to help count pennies. We are very 
grateful for David, and for the 
Academy of Friends award.” 

New board for 2006 

AOF also announced new lead¬ 
ership for the 2006 gala. Leading 
the executive committee as board 
chair will be Alan Keith, a mem¬ 
ber of the organization’s board 
and executive committee for the 
past two years. 

“The HIV/AIDS epidemic is 
still with us, and as funding 
sources for the agencies we sup¬ 
port have become tighter, we feel 
our role has become increasingly 
important,” said Keith. “Our con¬ 
tinued challenge will be in ex¬ 
panding the level of grant giving 
to meet next year’s need and to 
grow the number of organizations 
we can help.” 

Information on the AOF and 
its 2005 beneficiaries can be ob¬ 
tained via the organization’s Web 
site at www.academyofffiends.org, 
or by calling (415) 995-9890. T 


Kevin Waldron 


Kevin Waldron 
passed away unex¬ 
pectedly last week 
following an acci¬ 
dent. Kevin was 37. 
Kevin was original¬ 
ly from Washing¬ 
ton, D.C., where he 
attended George¬ 
town University 
and received a B.A. 
in liberal arts in 1995. Kevin moved to 
San Francisco in early 1998. He deeply 
loved his adopted home of San Francis¬ 
co and planned never to leave. Kevin 
will be remembered as an eternal opti¬ 
mist who loved life and was delightfully 
funny. Kevin enjoyed biking, travel, and 
gardening. We will miss him terribly. 
Kevin is survived by his life partner, 
Keith Wetmore, who currently serves as 
chair of the law firm Morrison & Foer- 
ster LLP; his mother, Barbara Green¬ 
berg; his father, Melvin Waldron; his 
stepbrother, Glenn Rooks; and his step¬ 
sister, Heather Rooks. 

In Kevin’s memory, donations may 
be made to New Leaf; Services For Our 
Community, Attention: Development 
Department, 1390 Market Street, Suite 
800, San Francisco, CA 94102 or the San 
Francisco AIDS Foundation, File 
#7263501, P.O. Box 60000, San Francis¬ 
co, CA 94160. 


OBITUARY POLICY 

Obituaries must be typed and no 
longer than 200 words. We re¬ 
serve the right to edit. If you're 
submitting a photo of the de¬ 
ceased, write their name on the 
back. If you include a SASE for 
the photo's return, write the per¬ 
son's name on the inside of the 
envelope flap. All obituaries must 
include a contact name and 
phone number. Deadline for obit¬ 
uaries is Monday at 5 p.m. 


Our Philosophy is simple. 

* To accommodate your wishes,your budget , and your 
attitudes about death, dying andparting rituals. 

* To provide an environment where you make choices 
based on your own personal values. 

* To do things your way, not someone else s way. 



Pot club hearing 

◄ page 18 

ijuana for any purpose, and main¬ 
tains that cannabis has no recog¬ 
nized medical use. The Supreme 
Court is currendy considering a 
federal appeal of a 9th Circuit 
Court ruling that interstate com¬ 
merce laws (under which sched¬ 
uled drugs are regulated) do not 
apply to not-for-profit cultivation, 
provision, and use of medical 
cannabis within a single state; a 
verdict is expected soon. 

“I would advise any clients not 
to sign any documents regarding 
the buying or selling of medical 
marijuana,” said Hallinan, who 
now works as a defense attorney, 
“or keep any records that could be 
subpoenaed by a federal agent.” 

Underscoring Hallinan’s con¬ 
cerns, Special Agent Richard 
Meyer of the Drug Enforcement 
Administration’s San Francisco 
Field Division was present at the 
hearing. 

Hallinan also said that medical 
cannabis had traditionally been 
“regulated underground” due to 
federal law, noting that as DA he 
worked with patients, dispensary 
owners, and the health department 
to institute the current card system 
and advised cannabis clubs about 
maintaining a low profile and good 
relations with their neighbors. 

Most speakers agreed that 
some MCD regulations are need¬ 
ed. In fact, stated medical 
cannabis activist Robyn Few, 
“since 1999 we have been begging 
for some sort of regulation, some 
protection for patients, caregivers, 
and growers.” But not everyone 


agreed about what form such reg¬ 
ulations should take. 

Robert Raich, lead attorney in 
the pending Supreme Court case, 
argued against a numerical cap or 
proximity regulations. Congrega¬ 
tion of MCDs in a given area - like 
that of car dealerships - “has ben¬ 
efits for patients,” he said, “giving 
them a wider variety, more com¬ 
petition on price, and making it 
easier to shop around.” He also ar¬ 
gued that there are “no good pol¬ 
icy reasons” for prohibiting dis¬ 
pensaries near schools. “There is 
nothing inherently wrong or im¬ 
moral about students knowing 
that somewhere in the vicinity 
people are obtaining and using 
their medicine,” he said. 

Leslie Thomas of Patients 
Health Defense, who uses medical 
cannabis for multiple sclerosis, em¬ 
phasized the importance of access 
for handicapped persons, proper 
ventilation, and assurance of high- 
quality products. “A medical facili¬ 
ty should be more professional,” 
she said with regard to operations 
that advertise with garish signs and 
neon marijuana leafs. “We think 
medical marijuana should be part 
of mainstream business communi¬ 
ty if they are taking money from 
mainstream consumers.” 

“Our neighborhood is more 
like the wild, wild west,” countered 
Laura Weil, a nurse from a part of 
District 6 that plays host to a con¬ 
centration of MCDs. “They have 
opened at record speed with reck¬ 
less disregard for the neighbor¬ 
hood. I can’t walk my son to 
school without passing at least 
two. The voluntary model, unfor¬ 
tunately, has failed. The industry 
now is unfortunately completely 


out of control.” 

Dr. Charles Yingling, a clinical 
professor at Stanford University 
Medical School, suggested that 
MCDs should be regulated not 
like bars or the coffeehouses in 
Amsterdam, but like alternative 
pharmacies. 

“The pharmacy model is more 
appropriate than the pot club 
model for legal, medical, and pub¬ 
lic relations reasons,” he said. As 
such, Yingling argued that on-site 
cannabis use should be prohibit¬ 
ed. “Patients don’t go to pharma¬ 
cies to take medicines, but to pur¬ 
chase them,” he said. 

“I believe our business format 
and procedures could be a 
model,” said Michael Nolan of the 
Green Door on Howard Street. 
His club is one of the two that ob¬ 
tained a permit from the Planning 
Department, is fully handicapped 
accessible, offers workers a high 
starting wage and benefits, pro¬ 
vides free cannabis to needy pa¬ 
tients, and is proactive in main¬ 
taining good relations with neigh¬ 
bors - including giving them a 24- 
hour phone number to call if they 
have complaints. 

Jim Segal, a patient and mer¬ 
chant from the Haight-Ashbury, 
offered a more radical proposal. 
“Let the city stand up to federal 
government - just like with gay 
marriage - and open a city-run 
growing and dispensing opera¬ 
tion,” he said. “That would take 
the profit out of it.” 

The 45-day moratorium enact¬ 
ed in March will expire in mid- 
May, but is likely to be extended 
while discussions continue among 
the board, city officials, and mem¬ 
bers of the community. T 
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Team efforts 


by Jim Provenzano 

H | ews of a recent survey 
<about gays in sports con- 

1 ducted by NBC/USA Net¬ 
work by Penn, Schoen & Berland 
Associates and published in Sports 
Illustrated spread quickly. Thanks 
to the more than a dozen folks 
who alerted me to it. 

However, while other news 
sources eagerly responded to its 
conflicting conclusions, what few 
noted was how Sports Illustrated - 
while focusing on a sidebar story 
about Ring of Fire, the documen¬ 
tary about boxer Emile Griffith 
that aired on, the USA Network - 
chose to interview mostly straight 
athletes about their opinions of 
gay athletes. 

Nearly half of the survey’s re¬ 
spondents think homosexuality is 
a sin, but more than 70 percent 
said it’s okay for a gay person to 
compete in athletics. In a series of 



articles about gays in sports, Ken 
Griffey Jr. told Sports Illustrated 
that having a gay teammate 
“wouldn’t bother me at all. If you 
can play, you can play.” 

Why not ask GLBT athletes 
how they feel about being in ath¬ 
letics? Better yet, bring athletes to 
a place where they can see 
how strong and diverse 
our numbers are. 

Tracy Bairn, editor- 
in-chief of Windy City 
Media, and co-vice chair of 
the Chicago Games, visited 
the Sporting Life exhibit at a re¬ 
cent reception held by 
the San Francisco 
Spikes at the GLBT 
Historical Society in 
San Francisco. Bairn 
encouraged everyone 
to come to Chicago,next summer 
for the seventh Games. 

Concordant with that, May 14 
and 15 will be the days for local 
teams and anyone else to sponsor 
a GGVII registration party. Teams 
around the world are hosting such 
events to help get people signed 
up. Over 2,000 paid registered 
athletes and participants are al¬ 
ready planning to go. For more in¬ 
formation, visit www.gaygames 
chicago.org. 

Other folks of note to visit 
Sporting Life included the two 
newest local Federation of Gay 
Games delegates, current Team 
San Francisco board members 
Nelson Luesse and Ross Hayduk. 

Earlier this month at the meet- 
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ing of the Team San Francisco 
Board of Directors, the board 
agreed that Luesse and Hayduk 
would represent Team San Fran¬ 
cisco to the Federation of Gay 
Games. Luesse joined the Team SF 
board in January 2004, and repre¬ 
sented Team SF at the FGG annu¬ 
al conference in Cologne, Ger¬ 
many last November. 

“Our local sports 
teams and organiza¬ 
tions should avail them¬ 
selves to the Sporting Life ex¬ 
hibit, which is such a terrific 
venue for fundraisers and 
team socials,” said Hay¬ 
duk. Both he and 
Leusse will be the vot¬ 
ing voices for local 
athletes, so your opin¬ 
ions about upcoming 
events are important to them. 

An active bowler in the Gay 
Games League at Seabowl in Paci¬ 
fica, Luesse participated in both 
the Amsterdam 1998 and Sydney 
2002 Gay Games. He attended San 
Francisco’s historic Gay Games II 
in 1986, and was in the festival 
chorus for both Vancouver 1990 
and New York 1994. 

Luesse’s focus for Team SF is 
on the athletes’ assistance pro¬ 
grams for Chicago 2006. Among 
Team SF’s plans is a big event one 
year before GGVII at the LGBT 
Community Center. 

“We need people to become 
paid members of Team San Fran¬ 
cisco to increase the Athlete’s As¬ 
sistance Fund,” said Leusse. “Peo¬ 
ple can assist by joining, and also 
participate in other Gay Games 
events.” 

Hayduk competed in the Syd¬ 
ney 2002 Games with the S.F. 
Track 8c Field Club. He’s also been 
a member of Different Spokes SF 
Cycling Club, SF Fog Rugby Foot¬ 
ball Club, and SF Power powerlift¬ 
ing team. All of this adds to his 
graduate studies in sport manage¬ 
ment at the University of San 
Francisco. 

Hayduk, a Gay Games silver 
medalist, has served on the Team 
SF board since January 2001 as 
secretary, co-chair, and FGG dele¬ 
gate. He also organized the 20- 
booth “Sports Block” at San Fran¬ 
cisco Pride, where many teams 
benefited from grouping together 
to promote their activities. The 
same plans are under way for this 
year’s Pride events. 

This is just one of the many ef¬ 
forts by Team SF to get more par¬ 
ticipation in the GLBT athletics 
community. Other upcoming 
projects include the design and 
sales of Team SF 2006 uniforms. 

In order to increase awareness 
of our growing sports communi¬ 
ty, Team SF still needs more par¬ 
ticipation. Hayduk mentioned 
that they are still looking to fill 
three positions on the Team SF 
board with women. Any women 
who are interested should contact 
them at www.teamsf.org. 

Soft and hard 

Earlier this month, several San 
Francisco gay softball teams com- 
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M page 4 

Sign up for Wilmot 
bike ride 

Less complicated and much 
shorter than other bicycle rides for 
charity, Project Inform’s 11th an¬ 
nual Ron Wilmot Bike Ride is 
coming up on Saturday, May 7 
and riders are still-needed. The 
fun and energizing seven-mile 



Newly elected Federation of Gay Games delegates Nelson Luesse, left, 
and Ross Hayduk visit the Sporting Life exhibit. 


peted in the Suguaro Cup Softball 
Tournament in Phoenix, Arizona, 
with two teams returning as 
champions. 

The Daddy’s Bad Boys (spon¬ 
sored by Daddy’s) finished in first 
place in the Open Lower C divi¬ 
sion. The San Francisco F-Liners 
(sponsored by the Edge) finished 
first in the Open D division. 

SF Gay Softball League Vice 
Commissioner Curtis Glenn re¬ 
ported that after going 1-3 in pool 
play, the Bad Boys entered the 
double elimination tournament as 
the #2 seed in the Lower C brack¬ 
et. They then went undefeated 
into the championship. In a come 
from behind win, they beat the 


Chicago Blaze for the champi¬ 
onship trophy. 

The F-Liners won their D Di¬ 
vision championship the hard 
way. After losing in the first round 
of the double elimination tourna¬ 
ment, they won seven consecutive 
games on Sunday and beat the San 
Diego Gamecocks twice to take 
home the championship. 

Congratulations to all the 
teams. For more info on weekend 
and regional softball games, visit 
www.sfgsl.org. ▼ 


Read about more special events 
and athletes at 
www.sportscomplex.org. 


UPCOMING EVENTS 


The bare facts 

If you like shirtless soccer players as much as many readers do, 
stop by the Powerhouse bar, 1347 Folsom Street, tonight (Thurs¬ 
day, April 28) to cheer on San Francisco Spikes team captain 
Barry Skown (and other candidates, of course, after all it's all for 
a good cause) in the Bare Chest Calendar festivities. The fun begins 
at 9:30 p.m. 

Irene scene 

One of the prime movers behind the early Bay Area sports scene is, 
of course, Jack "Irene" McGowan. You're invited to stop by to 
help The Renegades softball team celebrate what would have been 
McGowan and Harry G. Smith's 54th anniversary of their extraor¬ 
dinary union on Friday, April 29, from 7 p.m. at the Cinch, 1723 
Polk Street (between Clay/Washington). (415) 776-4162. 

Polo-down 

Next week will be polorific as the San Francisco Tsunami polo 
team hosts its annual tournament, Tsunami de Mayo. Events in¬ 
clude water polo teams from almost a dozen U.S. cities competing 
at the Soda Aquatics Center in Moraga on May 7-8, the fabulous 
"Splish" party, Saturday, May 7 at Studio Z, 1515 Folsom Street, 
with water polo finals and the brand new Tsynchro synchronized 
swim team performing on May 8. For more info and directions, 
visit www.tsunamipolo.org. 

Gay Giants 

"LGBT Night Out" at SBC Park takes place Monday, May 9. 

Enjoy a San Francisco Giants baseball game with lots of other 
LGBT fans. Over 100 tickets have been sold, but there are still 
more available. The festivities will start in the centerfield score- 
board plaza with a pregame mixer at 5:15 p.m. Your ticket will in¬ 
clude admission to the party, an adult beverage, and a seat in the 
exclusive LGBT Night Out lower box section. For more informa¬ 
tion, visit the Giants Web site at www.sfgiant.com/specialevents. 


ride through San Francisco’s 
Golden Gate Park has become one 
of Project Informs important 
fundraising events and it’s easy. All 
riders are asked to make a $25 do¬ 
nation to the ride, as well as get 
sponsors from friends, colleagues, 
or family members. Cycling teams 
can also participate, with the goal 
of raising at least $5,000. 

The event is named after the 
late Ron Wilmot, an avid cyclist 
who personally relied on Project 


Informs HIV treatment informa¬ 
tion to better manage his health. 

Staff members noted that 95 
percent of money raised goes di¬ 
rectly to Project Inform’s 
HIV/AIDS treatment education 
and advocacy programs. 

Next Saturday’s event starts 
with check-in at 9 a.m.; the ride 
begins at 10. For more informa¬ 
tion, visit www.projectinform.org 
or call Julie Doherty at (415) 558- 
8669, ext. 223. ▼ 
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Global Health Service Corps 
for AIDS needed, report says 


by Bob Roehr 


T he United States should cre¬ 
ate a Global Health Service 
to help fight the interna¬ 
tional AIDS epidemic, according 
to a report issued on April 19. 
Such a program would focus on 
issues of providing and training 
health care personnel for the task. 

The study, “Healers Abroad: 
Americans Responding to the 
Human Resources Crisis in 
HIV/AIDS,” was conducted by the 
Institute of Medicine at the re¬ 
quest of the President’s Emer¬ 
gency Plan for AIDS Relief. PEP- 
FAR is a $15 billion commitment 
over five years that targets 15 na¬ 
tions containing more than half of 
the global burden of HIV. 

“Human beings are the heart 
of health care. It is their labor and 
their intellect that translates sci¬ 
ence and technology into healing 
and hope. Just as oils and brushes 
without painters cannot create art, 
drugs and diagnostics without 


health workers cannot create 
health care,” read the report’s 
opening paragraph. 

“The dearth of qualified health 
care professionals in most low-in¬ 
come countries represents the sin¬ 
gle greatest obstacle to meeting 
health care needs,” the report 
noted. Sub-Saharan Africa current¬ 
ly has 25 percent of the world’s bur¬ 
den of disease but only 1.3 percent 
of the world’s health workforce. 

The most visible element of 
the proposal is creation of a U.S. 
Global Health Services Corps to 
provide specialized skills, acceler¬ 
ate program scale-up, and educate 
and train local colleagues. The re¬ 
port calls for an initial group of 
150 physicians, nurses, and tech¬ 
nicians assigned to host nations 
for a minimum of two years. 

Healers Abroad envisions at¬ 
tracting the services of recently 
graduated physicians through a 
fellowship program with a salary 
of $35,000 a year and repayment 
of up to $25,000 a year in student 
loans. Those incentives are similar 


to ones currently used to attract 
physicians to underserved rural 
and low-income urban communi¬ 
ties in the U.S. 

Partner nations would be en¬ 
couraged to adopt standardized 
procedures and record keeping in 
health care. The U.S. would sup¬ 
port education and training of 
health care workers, from village 
workers through medical schools, 
through a combination of assis : 
tance within those nations and in¬ 
ternational exchange programs. 

The report also noted the 
“brain drain” of skilled doctors 
and nurses from many of the na¬ 
tions hardest hit by HIV. They are 
being lured to developed nations 
by higher pay and recruitment ac¬ 
tivities. This practice must be re¬ 
strained if there is to be any hope 
of treating large numbers of pa¬ 
tients with HIV in Africa, accord¬ 
ing to the report. 

PEPFAR is evaluating the re¬ 
port. Congressional action likely 
will be required to implement 
some of the recommendations.^ 


Guest Opinion 

A page 6 

that a code-based system best 
serves the interests of people liv¬ 
ing with and at risk for HIV in 
California, providing needed in¬ 
formation on the epidemic with¬ 
out the potential negative conse¬ 
quences that might follow from a 
name-based approach. There are 
three primary reasons for our po¬ 
sition. 

First, we remain concerned 
that HIV reporting by name 
could cause some Californians to 
avoid being tested for HIV alto¬ 
gether. Past research on this issue 
has varied, but a recent study by 
the Center for AIDS Prevention 
Studies at the University of Cali¬ 
fornia, San Francisco concluded 
that name reporting would deter 
a significant number of Califor¬ 
nians who are at risk for HIV in¬ 
fection from being tested. Why 
risk this prospect if an effective 
reporting system is available that 
minimizes individuals’ fear about 
potential loss of confidentiality? 

Second, while existing AIDS 


and HIV reporting systems have 
proven to be confidential and 
breaches have been rare, many in¬ 
dividuals at risk for HIV remain 
concerned that information about 
their HIV status could be dis¬ 
closed. The recent example of a 
health worker in Florida who inad¬ 
vertently e-mailed a list of 6,500 
people with AIDS and HIV to 800 
co-workers does little to allay these 
concerns. Because Florida uses a 
names-based reporting system, the 
names of people with HIV and 
AIDS found their way into unau¬ 
thorized hands. A code-based sys¬ 
tem like that operated in California 
would have made that impossible. 

Our third concern about HIV 
name reporting is that future po¬ 
litical pressure could result in the 
use of names of HIV-positive in¬ 
dividuals for purposes well be¬ 
yond tracking the epidemic. Some 
have suggested that this data 
should be used to trace sexual 
contacts or to prosecute HIV-pos¬ 
itive individuals who engage in 
unprotected sex. Recently, the 
comptroller in Maryland suggest¬ 
ed posting the names of all people 
who test positive for HIV on the 


Internet. One need not have too 
much of an imagination to won¬ 
der where the current political cli¬ 
mate might take these proposals. 
A code-based system provides a 
valuable safeguard against these 
prospects. 

California has been a national 
leader in designing effective HIV 
programs while protecting the 
rights of individuals with HIV. 
This is time to maintain that lead¬ 
ership - not a time to succumb to 
unreasonable demands of the 
CDC that ignore the fact that 
code-based HIV reporting is fully 
consistent with public health 
needs to track HIV. The hard- 
fought battle to create an effective 
code-based system of HIV report¬ 
ing in California that avoids un¬ 
necessary deterrents to HIV test¬ 
ing should not be abandoned pre¬ 
maturely. T 


Fred Dillon is the director of 
policy and communications for 
the San Francisco AIDS 
Foundation; Dana Van Gorder is 
the director of state and local 
policy at SFAF. 


Gay marriage 

A page 17 

law is before the courts. Depend¬ 
ing on the outcome of that case, it 
is possible that the marriages of 
out of state same-sex couples 
could be voided. 

Last year, Spagnoletti wrote an 
advisory opinion as to whether 
the District of Columbia must 
recognize same-sex marriages 
performed elsewhere. However, 
Mayor Anthony Williams has re¬ 
fused to make that document 
public. The mayor has said, “We’re 
at a very, very difficult situation 
because we’re not just any city.” 

All of D.C.’s laws and budget 
items technically are part of the 
federal government. They are re¬ 
viewed by Congress, which often 
has shown little hesitation in 
meddling in what are otherwise 
local affairs. That is particularly 
true of “hot button” social issues 
where social conservatives have 
tried to impose on D.C. what they 
could not impose on the entire 
country. 

So it was no surprise when 


Senator Sam Brownback (R- 
Kansas) warned of a sharp back¬ 
lash from Congress if D.C. recog¬ 
nized the gay couple’s marriage. 
The senator recently held the first 
of what are likely to be several 
gearings designed to defend tradi¬ 
tional marriage. As chairman of 
the appropriations subcommittee 
that handles D.C.’s budget, he is in 
a position to back up that threat. 

“The scandal of D.C. - a place 
with less democracy than Kirkuk 
[Iraq] - continues,” wrote gay pun¬ 
dit Andrew Sullivan on his blog. 
“The social right has always argued 
that the people and their elected 
representatives should be able to 
decide these questions. To have our 
lives and the internal workings of 
our own families dictated by a 
Kansan who would never win 
more than a handful of votes in 
this city is just maddening.” 

Threats such as Brownback’s 
are one reason why not all LGBT 
community members in D.C. are 
jumping on the marriage band¬ 
wagon. This is “the political 
equivalent of sailing down the Po¬ 
tomac River on a flaming barge,” 
said Rick Rosendall, vice president 


of the Gay and Lesbian Activists 
Alliance. 

The venerable and effective 
nonpartisan political group dates 
from 1971 and long has urged a 
go-slow approach when it comes 
to issues like marriage. It is afraid 
that a congressional backlash 
might wipe out D.C.’s domestic 
partnership registry. That bill was 
originally passed in 1992 but im¬ 
plementation was stalled by Con¬ 
gress for a decade. GLAA seeks to 
incrementally add to the scope of 
that legislation. 

Rosendall argues that the in¬ 
cremental approach has resulted 
in tangible legal and financial pro¬ 
tections for gays living in D.C., 
while the issue of filing a joint tax 
return is largely symbolic. 

A recent analysis conducted by 
the National Gay and Lesbian 
Task Force in Connecticut found 
that the featured same-sex couple 
in the analysis would save only 
about $20 in state taxes by filing a 
joint return as opposed to two in¬ 
dividual returns. The difference 
was significantly greater for feder¬ 
al taxes, which gays are not al¬ 
lowed to file jointly. T 


LEGAL NOTICES 


CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 

INVITATION TO BID FOR SEWER REPLACEMENT AND REPAIRS 
Solicitation No. 05-620-IFB-012 * 

The San Francisco Housing Authority will accept sealed bids for Sewer Re¬ 
placement and Repairs at CAL 1-16, Alemany, San Francisco. Construction cost range is be¬ 
tween $50,000 and $100,000. Bids are due at 1815 Egbert Avenue, Suite 300, San Francisco, 
at or before 2:00 PM on Tuesday, May 17, 2005. 

Bid documents are available at 1815 Egbert Avenue, Suite 300. A non-refundable deposit of 
$50.00 is required for each copy of the bid package. Payment must be in the form of a certi¬ 
fied check, cashier s check, or company check payable to the San Francisco Housing Authority. 
Cash will not be accepted. Call Brenda at 415-715-3210 for solicitation document. 

Inquiries regarding this Invitation to Bid should be directed in writing to Ms. Edda Piccini, 
Project Manager 415-715-3243. 

A pre-bid meeting will be held at Ellsworth Street, near Alemany Boulevard at 10:00 AM on 
Thursday, May 5, 2005. Bidder's attention is called to requirements relating to HUD, Federal 
Labor Standards, and federal Affirmative Action/Equal Employment Opportunity. Rights are 
reserved to reject any or all bids. 

VACANCY NOTICE 

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 54974, California Government Code, notice is hereby 
given of the following unscheduled vacancies. Interested persons may obtain an application 
form from the Clerk of the Rules Committee, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244, 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689. Completed applications should be submitted to the Clerk of 
the Board. All applicants must be residents of San Francisco, unless otherwise stated. Addi¬ 
tional information may be obtained by accessing the City’s web site: www.sfgov.org/bdsupvrs 

Please Note: Depending upon the posting date, some vacancies may have already been filled. 
To determine if vacancies for this Board/Committee/Commission or Task Force are still avail¬ 
able please call the Rules Committee Clerk at 554-5184. 

SUNSHINE ORDINANCE TASK FORCE 2000 

Seat 4, must be appointed from names submitted by New California Media and be a journal¬ 
ist from a racial/ethnic-minority-owned news organization, for a two-year term ending April 27, 
2007. 

Seat 8, must be a member of the public who has demonstrated interest in or has experience in 
the issues of citizen access and participation in local government, for the unexpired portion of 
a two-year term ending April 27, 2006 (can be designated for a disabled person). 

Seat 11, must be a member of the public who has demonstrated interest in or has experience in 
the issues of citizen access and participation in local government, for a two-year term ending 
April 27, 2007 (can be designated for a disabled person). 

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDING INSPECTION BROWN BAG LUNCHES 
The Building Inspection Department welcomes you to attend a series of informal, general in¬ 
formation talks about topics ranging from the Building Permit Process to legalizing In-Law 
units. These talks are presented at no charge to the public and City staff on the 3rd Thursday 
of the month, Noon to 1:30 PM at the Department of Building Inspection. SFGTV will ca- 
blecast the Brown Bag Talks on Cable Channel 26. Check the SFGTV website at 
www.sfgov.org/sfgtv for playback times of these programs. 


STATEMENT FILE A-0284424-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: l.)Frisco California Choppers, 2.)Frisco 
Leathers, 1490 Howard St. San Francisco, 
Ca. 94103. This business is conducted by 
a general partnership, signed Ronald Aiello. 
The registrant(s) commenced to transact 
business under the above listed fictitious 
business name or names on N/A. The state¬ 
ment was filed with the City and County of 
San Francisco, Ca. on 4/11/05. 

APRIL 14, 21, 28, MAY 5 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0284591-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Michael A. Rhea Photography, 1090 
Eddy St. Apt. 306 San Francisco, Ca., 
94109. This business is conducted by an 
individual, signed Michael A. Rhea. The 
registrant(s) commenced to transact busi¬ 
ness under the above listed fictitious busi¬ 
ness name or names on 4/14/05. The state¬ 
ment was filed with the City and County of 
San Francisco, Ca. on 4/14/05. 

APRIL 21, 28, MAY 5, 12 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0284531-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
Baku De Thai, 400 Valencia St. San Francis¬ 
co, Ca. 94103. This business is conducted 
by an individual, signed Vena Shotive- 
yaratana. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed ficti¬ 
tious business name or names on N/A. The 
statement was filed with the City and County 
of San Francisco, Ca. on 4/13/05. 

APRIL 21, 28, MAY 5, 12 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0284493-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Rentals InSF, 1318 Hayes St. San 
Francisco, Ca. 94117. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed Jackie 
Tom. The registrant(s) commenced to trans¬ 
act business under the above listed fictitious 
business name or names on 4/13/05. The 
statement was filed with the City and Coun¬ 
ty of San Francisco, Ca. on 4/13/05. 
APRIL 21, 28, MAY 5, 12 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0284491-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
Coming Out Productions, 186 Commonwealth 
Ave. #1 San Francisco, Ca. 94118. This 
business is conducted by an individual, signed 
Richard Kemp. The registrant(s) commenced 
to transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on N/A. The 
statement was filed with the City and County 
of San Francisco, Ca. on 4/13/05. 

APRIL 21, 28, MAY 5, 12 2005 


IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE # CNC 05541967 

In the matter of the application of Yuen 
Wang Yu for change of name. The applica¬ 
tion of Yuen Wang Yu for change of name 
having been filed in Court, and it appearing 
from said application that Yuen Wang Yu 
has filed an application proposing that 
his/her name be changed to Peter Wang 
Yu. Now therefore, it is hereby ordered, 
that all persons interested in said matter 
do appear before this Court in Room 218 
on the 9th day of June, 2005 at 9:00 am of 
said day to show cause why the application 
for change of name should not be granted. 
APRIL 21, 28 MAY 5, 12 2005 


CITY AND COUNTY OF 
SAN FRANCISCO 
HUMAN SERVICES AGENCY 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS #310 
Dear Potential Applicant: 

The San Francisco Human Services Agency 
(SFHSA) is requesting proposals from from 
agencies, organizations, and individuals in¬ 
terested in contracting to provide training 
for people interested in becoming foster par¬ 
ents. The Agency is seeking a qualified re¬ 
spondent to deliver training through an es¬ 
tablished curriculum to prospective foster 
parents. 

The contract will be for the period from 
7/1/05 to 6/30/07. The amount of the con¬ 
tract will be negotiated with the winning re¬ 
spondent. 

An RFP packet may be picked up at 
SFHSA, Office of Contract Management, 
1650 Mission Street, Suite 300, beginning 
Friday, April 22,2005. Office hours are from 
8:30 AM to 5 PM. RFP packets and subse¬ 
quent updates will also be available on the 
City's website. Go to 
HTTP://SUNSET.CI.SF.CA.US/PBIDS.N 
SF and click on the “Consultants and Pro¬ 
fessional Services” link. 

The Respondents' Conference will be held 
on Wednesday, May 4,2005 at 10:00 AM at 
' 1650 Mission Street, Suite 300, SF, CA. For 
further information, call Joseph Huang at 
(415) 557-5181. Due date for responses is 
Tuesday, May 24, 2005 at 3 PM. 



IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE # CNC 05541984 

In the matter of the application of Chi 
Wang Yu for change of name. The applica¬ 
tion of Chi Wang Yu for change of name 
having been filed in Court, and it appearing 
from said application that Chi Wang Yu 
has filed an application proposing that 
his/her name be changed to John Yu. Now 
therefore, it is hereby ordered, that all per¬ 
sons interested in said matter do appear 
before this Court in Room 218 on the 16th 
day of June, 2005 at 9:00 am of said day 
to show .cause why the application for 
change of name should not be granted. 
APRIL 21, 28 MAY 5, 12 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0284845-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Lucid Gallery, 580 Sutter St. San Fran¬ 
cisco, Ca. 94102. This business is con¬ 
ducted by a corporation, signed Clint Wor¬ 
den. The registrant(s) commenced to trans¬ 
act business under the above listed fictitious 
business name or names on N/A. The state¬ 
ment was filed with the City and County of 
San Francisco, Ca. on 4/25/05. 

APRIL 28, MAY 5, 12, 19 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0284788-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Weird Fish, 2193 Mission St. San 
Francisco, Ca. 94110. This business is 
conducted by a corporation, signed Peter 
Hood. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on N/A. The 
statement was filed with the City and Coun¬ 
ty of San Francisco, Ca. on 4/22/05. 
APRIL 28, MAY 5, 12, 19 2005 
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Classifieds 


REAL ESTATE 




Offered at: $995,000 


Contact Gin Weathers 
or Fred Noseworthy 


831.655.3864 


KELLER WILLIAMS 


Sue Mobley 


Russian River Realty 

Your River Connection 

Russian River Realty is an independently 
owner and operated full service broker¬ 
age providing expert service for all your 
real estate needs. 


Tel: 800-894-2848 707-869-0608 
http://www.rusrivrealty.com 


& carefree lifestyle by Monterey Bay. 3-story 
house steps to beach. Courtyard entrance & spi¬ 
ral staircase to remodeled kitchen and cozy liv¬ 
ing/dining area. 3rd story has bedroom, bath & 
loft, w/cathedral ceil¬ 
ing, decks, ocean 
views. 1/2 bath is in 
garage. Close to 
downtown shopping 
and cafes. 


Monterey Retreat 


Featured Home 


Frank Lloyd Wright Inspired 
" Mini Estate" 

Behind the custom built security 
gates awaits this gleaming redwood 
vision of sophistication. 

Home features beamed ceilings and 
brick fireplace, wood and slate 
floors, cozy built-in window seat and 
views from every room. 

Offered at $569,000 




SimU corvdo...&V»«Y " 

„s can come »='>»» 

;. v \\ me. Mm 

- 60 - 902-5266 

j. KW’E.metv^* 0, ® aoVt0ro 

xKrxvw.MauF.mety.com 


TEMESCAL, OAKLAND 

RAMMED-EARTH 

COTTAGE 

& COLONIAL REVIVAL 
DUPLEX! 

LARGE, SUNNY SF TYPE 
FLATS (VACANT) $787K 
WWW.RAMMEDEARTHCOTT 
AGE.COM OR CALL 
510-868-1515 FOR INFO 


4% TO SELL YOUR HOUSE 
JOHN LIRA 

Bay Direct Realty 
Gay Owned 

(415) 824-4878 


RUSSIAN RIVER 
REALTY 

Independantly Owned & Operated 
www.russianriverrealty.com 

1-800-894-2848 


PALM SPRINGS 

We sell desert area & Big Bear Lake 
areas! Homes, condos, and cabins 
from 100k! Why mess with the rest 
when we're the best! In top 5% na¬ 
tionwide with six years of award win¬ 
ning service!!! 

CALL TODD BISHOP 
(707) 235-4277 

Prudential California Realty 


PRUDENTIAL REALTY 
WEST 

Gay Owned/Operated 

RUSSIAN RIVER 

http://prudentialsonoma.com 


PALM SPRINGS: 

THE GAY-FRIENDLY 
PARADISE 

Call me for all of your real estate 
needs. I'm Alan Emery, Realtor, at 
RE/MAX Real Estate Consultants. I 
live in Palm Springs and provide 
comprehensive, professional and 
responsive real estate services to gay 
men and lesbians in the Palm Springs 
area. Tel 760-902-5266. , 
AlanEmeryRealtor@aol.com. 

Web Page: AlanEmery.com 


REAL ESTATE!!! 

WHY RENT WHEN YOU CAN OWN? 
Call Todd & Troy! They're your boys 
for buying and selling real estate! 
Palm Springs, Big Bear, Vallejo, 
Napa & Solano County!! 

Condos & cabins from 100k & up! 
Call Troy Fletcher (707) 246-6855 
Call Todd Bishop (707) 235-4277 or 
(760) 321-6999 Prudential Ca Realty 



PALM SPRING •MID-CENTURY MODERN 



KINGS POINT-CANYON COUNTRY CLUB 

This fabulous home was designed by William 
Krisel of mid-century Alexander homes fame. 

The residence was published in the January 
2004 issue of Palm Springs Life magazine and 
is located in the wind-free area of South Palm 
Springs. The over 2300 sq.ft, contains a dramatic 
entry, impressive living and dining room with 
2-siaed fireplace and nigh clerestory windows, 
media room, gourmet kitchen, breakfast area, 

3 spacious bedrooms, 2.5 baths and an original 
mid-century 2 car carport! Fabulous Mountain 
views abound from most rooms. 

Offered at $649,000 


Michael Romberg 760.831.4989 www.RombergPalmSpringsHomes.com 

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage_ tO Views listing and photographs 


REAL ESTATE 


DOUGLAS 
DELIVERS 

Douglas Bohling 
delivers Sonoma 
County real 
estate success. 

Whether you’re buying 
or selling, take advan¬ 
tage of his 18 years of 
experience and the 
expertise that has 
earned him a spot in 
the top 6% of all pro¬ 
ducers in the national 
Prudential network. 

Homes, Income, Acreage, Resorts 

Expert in Wine Country 
& Russian River Retreats 

Call now to find out how you can 

live the Sonoma County dream! Prudential 

(800)200-2011 x204 K W California Realty 

Doug.Bohling@PruRealty.com • www.PruRealty.com/DougBohling 


Amazing panoramic view...Forest, ridge tops and the beautiful Russian River. 
This 3 bdr/2.5 bth. offers a light, bright, open floor plan. Glass Walls bring the 
beauty from outside in! Vaulted wood beamed ceiling, black tile FP hearth upstairs 
and stone FP downstairs, forced air heat, double decks, attached 2 car garage 
w/ artist workshop. Big SFD or duplex. "Top of the hill" low maintenance parcel 
w/ thousand acre views!!! Offered at 5749,000 



Looking for Real Estate in the Palm Springs Area? 


2-For-l SPECIAL 


Steve • 760.880.0863 


Let us help you find your 

Larry* 760.880.3615 

jpi f ^ 

perfect place in the sun. 

Email: 


Homes & Condos from 

TheTwinRealtors@aoLcom 

$100,000 and up. 

RWWffSW 



IT> S “ THE TWINS ” in PALM SPRINGS 



Congratulations! 

Top Listing Agent 2004 Award! 
Top Sales Agent 2004 Award! 
Presidents Circle 2004 Award! 

Todd Bishop 

Prudential California Reality 

707 - 235-4277 

We Sell - PALM SPRINGS, Vallejo, 
Big Bear Lake, Napa & Solano County. 
Some Houses, Condos & w/pool, 

& Cabins from S100K! 



HASSLE-FREE HOME BUYING AT $410,000 


SEAPORT VILLAGE CONDOMINIUM COMPLEX 

224 Sea Crest Or, Vallejo 94590 * 2 bedrooms 3 baths ♦ Fireplace 
Covered balcony • Office den (3rd bedroom) • In unit washer / dryer 
Central air / heat • l car detached garage • HOA $331 monthly 


Bob Barcewski 
Cel! 415 515-7972 

Fax 415 831-4179 * Toll free 877-624-5631 
BobC^ Bob Barcewski .com • www.BobBarCevvski.com 
Prudential California Realty 
2200 Union Street * San Francisco. CA. 94123 


The Listing Agent Free sellers consultation Free appraisal: 
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VACATION RENTALS 



DESERT HOT SPRINGS 

Bed & full Bkfst $25 per person. 
Reservations only 760.288.4811 

__E40 

SAN FRANCISCO’S 

PREMIERE GAY GUEST HOUSE 

THE PARKER HOUSE 

1-888-520-7275 

www.parkerguesthouse.com 


HAWAII 

CABANA AT WAIKIKI 
SUITES AS LOW AS $99!! 
CALL 1-877-902-2121 
FOR RESERVATIONS 

Palm Springs Area Bed & Full 
Breakfast $25 Two-$35 
760.288.4811 



RENTALS 


SF'S CAY HOTEL 

LUZ HOTEL 725 GEARY 

$65/Night Wkly & Monthly avail. 
Check our Daboyz Rm - A must see! 

415-928-1917 • 866-STAYLUZ 


$495/mo. & Up Monthly Or Weekly. 
Newly Rennovated Rms W/Berber 
Carpet. Incl. Util, DSL, Satellite TV, 
Tel, Refrig, Microwave. 
www.villasoma.net 415-203-2730 


GUERNEVILLE 

$850 two bedroom cottage in quiet 
wooded setting, knotty pine interior, 
large decks, laundry. 

$950 modern two bedroom cottage 
perfect for permanent home or week¬ 
end retreat, yard, d/w, laundry. Con¬ 
venient location near beach. 

$1000 two bedroom private cottage, 
spacious rooms, secluded deck, sunny 
yard. 

CALL 707-869-0623 
WWW.RIVERHOMES.COM 

EIB 


mm 

GAY BAR FOR SALE 

Well established Gay Bar! After 15 
successful years owner wants to 
retire. Over 2,000 Sq. ft. bar area! 
2-storys with computerized bar and 
disco dance foor, two pool tables, 
liquor license and all equipment 
included! Low low 5 year lease/rent. 
$175,000 

Call Todd Bishop (707) 235-4277 


ROOMMATES 

$750- Spacious Bdrm In Sunset 
2Blks From Beach & Golden gate Park! 
Share Utils. Greg 412-2387 


East Bay Pleasant Hill. Tahoe Set¬ 
ting. Bdrm w/pvt bath, enclosed 
garage, 1/2 util, incld. $700. 

Mike 925-947-5550 


HTTP://WWW 

PRUDENTIAL REALTY WEST 

Gay Owned/Operated 

RUSSIAN RIVER 

http://prudentialsonoma.com 

Good dish on any one in the leather 
community? HatchetQ@aol.com 


NOTICES 

COMING SOON! 

MR. MARCUS’ 
WEB SITE! 

Exclusive World-Wide coverage of 
doings in the leather community. No 
restrictions! No censorship. No 
delays and no petty whims of web 
masters. Photos & news from Eng¬ 
land, Australia, Germany, . 
Switzerland, Holland, Canada, Italy 
and the US. Watch for it. 


MR. SAN FRANCISCO 
LEATHER 2005 SEP 24 

THE NIGHT BEFORE THE FOLSOM 
STREET FAIR. IN SPITE OF 
DEMENTED MOVES BY 
DISGRUNTLED QUEENS, THE 
CONTEST WILL GO ON! 


iE» L 


W.E.L. Tax Services 

You work hardfor your money, 
let us work smart to help you keep it! 

|=5=a Bill Lentini Aflp 

I* 415-252-7552 

www.weltax.com 


PHOTOGRAPHY 

RICK GERHARTER 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

Couples, Headshots, Events 
15 yrs experience. Dependable 
415-824-5300 
rgerharter@igc.org 


^ORABILIA 


We pay top dollar for 

GAY MEMORABILIA 

Books, Photos, Mags, 
1970's or earlier. 
415-642-3624 

hb@resolvedigital.com 


IMPORT 



JOBS OFFERED 




ARE you LOOKING FOR A NEW CAREER? 
Is your current job getting you down? 

We are the largest adult retail chain in 
California and WE WANT YOU! 

Join our innovative team and work in a 
non-corporate, alternative-lifestyle-friendly 
environment. 

Excellent pay and great benefits! 

ir/ 

Benefits include: 

Medical, Dental, Vision & Life * 401 (k) * Paid 
vacations, sick days & holidays » Commissions 
Employee Discounts 

Managers must have two years experience in 
retail management. Clerks must have one 
year 


Please fax resume to (415) 468-3519 attention Lisa. 
Please call (415) 468-5600 ext. 140 for more information. 


^^^oiJEmail^^^jobs@a^dultsu£ersource i con^ 




TECHNICIAN 

To Do Urjne Collections & Alcohol 
Testing. Position Requires 
Computer Skills & Driving a 
Motorhome. Motorhome Is 
Suitable For Fulltime Living. 

Will Train The Right Person. 

FAX Resume to 510-237-4255 


Housekeeper needed for Napa 
home & guest house. Care of fine 
furnishings, laundry & general 
hskp w/attn to detail. Asst with 
events exp. desired. English-speaking 
preferred. 3-5 days. Organization 
of storage a must. 

Call 707 363-9399. 


HAIRSTYLIST WANTED 

Upscale Salon In Downtown Pinole. 
Booth Rental. 

Call 510-724-2660 Or 
776-7475. 


Floral Designer - Napa Valley 
Floral/Event Co. Neat appearance & 
good attitude a +. Weekends, 
$11.00 start. • 

707 363-9399. 


F/T event/floral designer, event & 
party setup, maintain storage & re¬ 
trieval of props. Weekends mand. 
Good DMV a must, neat appearance 
& good attitude a +. Start $ll/hr. 
Call 707 363-9399. 


* fliWIMD 

* C o mmunic a t i o ns 

Telephone & Computer Cabling 
Telephone 5 Voicemail Systems 
Intercom Systems ■ Video Surveillance Systems 
Business/Residence lnfo@allwired.net 

Lie. # 796389 Ph: 468-9400 




Upside down? 

Get your computer 
back up! Just... 


Troubleshooting. Installation. Tutoring. 
We'll fix your computer - PC or Mac - 
at your home or office $ 
throughout the Bay Area. 


415-552-7909 Vgy 

www.sf-remain.com 


PC HELP/INSTRUCTIONS 

All Windows, MS Office, DSL & Fax, 
Email. Zack 292-7243 7 days. 



LEGAL SERVICES 


The Beck Law Group 

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 

Estate Planning Made Easy 



LAW OFFICES 
SHELLEY S. FEINBERG 

IHh Alma Soongi Beck, Esq. 

■HQ J.D.. LL..M Taxation 

HBI ■■'■ Mtk Seminar Facilitator for NCLR 
and Our Family Coalition 

V/jm 4 1 5.642.9930 

Wills and Living 

if W Js Domestic Partnership 

FLAT FEE 

Serving the gay community since 1999 

Flood Building ssfeinbergmsn.com 

870 Market SL 415.421.1893 

Wills, Living Trusts 
Domestic Partnership Planning 
Property' Co-Ownership Issues 
Probate & Trust Administration 

ALMA@BECKLAWGROUP.COM 





Law Offices 
Thomas G. Best 



Law and Mediation Solutions 
Joel K. Rubinstein 

Graduate of Harvard and Yale 

• Mediation (Business/Family} 

• Real Estate 

• New Business Formation 

• Contract Review and Preparation 

• Bankruptcy 
•Wills/Trusts 

• Co-Ownership Issues 

15 yrs. experience 

Proud to serve the LG8T Community 

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 

mm m m m m (415)656-1968 ' 

400 Montgomery, 2 nd FI. 
San Francisco, CA 94104 
Telephone: (415) 956-7654 

Wrongful Termination 
Sexual Harassment 

Trust Litigation 

Wills and Trusts 
Wrongful Eviction 
email: Bestlaw 1 @aol.com 


LEGAL NOTICES 


STATEMENT FILE A-0284711-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Sterling Ventures, 1388 Haight St. #95 
San Francisco, Ca. 94117. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed Sterling 
B. Scott II. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on N/A. The 
statement was filed with the City and County 
of San Francisco, Ca. on 4/20/05. 

APRIL 28, MAY 5, 12, 19 2005 


IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE # CNC 05541994 

In the matter of the application of Dennis 
Robert Badagliacco for change of name. 

The application of Dennis Robert Badagli¬ 
acco for change of name having been filed 
in Court, and it appearing from said appli¬ 
cation that Dennis Robert Badagliacco has 
filed an application proposing that his/her 
name be changed to Dennis Robert Jeffer¬ 
son. Now therefore, it is hereby ordered, 
that all persons interested in said matter do 
appear before this Court in Room 218 on 
the 21st day of June, 2005 at 9:00 am of 
said day to show cause why the application 
for change of name should not be granted. 
APRIL 28 MAY 5, 12, 19 2005 
i '11 1 11 f 


STATEMENT FILE A-02848766-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
Belgano Chocolatier & Gelateria, 3901 24th 
St. San Francisco, Ca. 94114. This business ^ 
is conducted by a corporation, signed Ran¬ 
dall Jensen. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed ficti¬ 
tious business name or names on N/A. The 
statement was filed with the City and County 
of San Francisco, Ca. on 4/21/05. 

APRIL 28, MAY 5, 12, 19 2005 


IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OFTHE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE # CNC 05541981 

In the matter of the application of Melissa 
Marie Maggiolo-Smida for change of name. 
The application of Melissa Marie Maggiolo- 
Smida for change of name having been filed 
in Court, and it appearing from said appli¬ 
cation that Melissa Marie Maggiolo-Smida 
has.filed an application proposing that 
his/her name be changed to Alessandra Mel 
Vitale. Now therefore, it is hereby ordered, 
that all persons interested in said matter do 
appear before this Court in Room 218 on 
the 28th day of June, 2005 at 9:00 am of 
said day to show cause why the application 
for change of name should not be granted. 
APRIL 28 MAY 5, 12, 19 2005 
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MtWIIIHH 


SERVICES 


blueisnotmycolor.com 


OPnil design 
Pfifll production 


turning 

jimnwmriii 


LinK Landscape Design & construction 

Creating Beautiful 6amens. 

Laui-Blaintenance. irrigation systems. 

Becks. Hot lulls. Fences. 

Jim LinK # 731605 -to] 282-0288 




STEVEN UNDERHILL 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

415 - 978-2463 

Portraits/Online Photos 

http://www.stevenunderhiil.com 

Christopher's House Cleaning 
8yrs. Exp. Free Est. 370-4341 

$13/hr Weed And Yardwork Also 
Tree Pruning, Haul 835-4735 

Housecleaner, Personal Assistant, 
Organizer, Caregiver, Pet Sitter, Driver, 
Errands, Moving, Packing, Mike 495-2312 

ADRIANA'S HOUSECLEANING 
Good Prices! Professional, Exc. Refs 
& Exp. Call Adriana Or Eduardo. 
415-240-9520/415-584-2079 Or 
'vww.adrianacleaning.com 

DIEGO 

Excellent Housecleaner With Great 
References. Call Diego at 415-378-7728 

Carpentry/Electrical 
Plumbing Jobs. Lie. Call 

WREN • 621-1379 

____|25 

PRUNE YOUR TREE 

Expert in pruning all varieties of trees & 
more. Please call 334-3334. 


-PETS? 

PET SITTINGS. DOG WALKING 

FREE 1/2 HDUR CDNSULTHTIDN 
CALL JERNINE 
415 SB1-5381 isfi 


Serving the Community 
With Quality and Reliability 

Lone Star 
Plumbing 


SERVICE AND REPAIR 

641-9234 

STATE UC. #430557 . 

Cleaning Professional 19 yrs exp 
(415) 664-0513 • Roger Miller 

_E18 

BEST CLEAN $40 WEEKLY 

or bi-weekly. Once $55/flat rate. 
Whole house clean. Best basic clean 
in the business. Satisfaction guaran¬ 
teed. Call John 420-2926. Reliable. 
In B.A.R. since 1991. Honest. 

E18 

HOUSECLEANING 

Since 1979, many original clients. 

All equipment and supplies. 

Richard • 415-255-0389. 

_E18 

FLOWER ARRANGER 

Many yrs freelance bars, parties 
restaurants. Back room work florist 
shop? Call Dave Fairall 

415-776-1939 BEFORE 5PM 


Legal notices 


STATEMENT FILE A-0284528-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
John Griffin Photography, 1072 Folsom St. 
#400 San Francisco, Ca. 94103. This busi¬ 
ness is conducted by an individual, signed 
John Griffin. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed ficti¬ 
tious business name or names on 4/13/05. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 4/13/05. 
APRIL 28, MAY 5, 12, 19 2005 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OFTHE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE # CNC 05541995 

In the matter of the application of 
Jonathan Timothy Bobst-McKay for 
change of name. The application of 
Jonathan Timothy Bobst-McKay for 
change of name having been filed in Court, 
and it appearing from said application that 
Jonathan Timothy Bobst-McKay has filed 
an application proposing that his/her name 
be changed to Jonathan Timothy Bobst. 
Now therefore, it is hereby ordered, that 
all persons interested in said matter do ap¬ 
pear before this Court in Room 218 on the 
21st day of June, 2005 at 9:00 am of said 
day to show cause why the application for 
change of name should not be granted. 


APRIL 28 MAY 5, 12, 19 2005 
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
CHANGE IN OWNERSHIP OF AL¬ 
COHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE 

To whom it may concern: The name of the 
applicants is/are Olive Food and Drink, 
LLC. The applicants listed above are apply¬ 
ing to the Department of Alcoholic Bever¬ 
age Control at 71 Stevenson Street, Suite 
#1500 San Francisco, Ca. 94105, to sell 
alcoholic beverages at: 743 Larkin St. San 
Francisco, Ca. 94109. 

Type of License applied for: 

47 - ON-SALE GENERAL EATING 
PLACE 

APRIL 28, 2005 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO 
SELL ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 

To whom it may concern: The name of the 
applicants is/are Western Host INC. The 
applicants listed above are applying to the 
Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control 
at 71 Stevenson Street, Suite #1500 San 
Francisco, Ca. 94105, to sell alcoholic 
beverages at: 125 Third St. San Francisco, 
Ca. 94105. Type of License applied for: 

47 - ON-SALE GENERAL EATINQ 
PLACE 

APRIL 28, MAY 5,12, 2005 


UPKEEP 


Attw Au ELECTRICIAN/ 

lu Of? Offte# 

Call 415-577-1665 Peter 
Remodeling, Troubleshooting, 
Service Changes 
N o Job Too Small • Low Rates 


Thomas Starr Stevens 


DESIGN ER/CRAFTSM AN 

♦ 

CUSTOM CABINETRY & TILEWORK 
INTERIOR REMODELING 

415 - 641 - 4141 


COtomST 

pmwQ co. 

' Commercial/Residential 
’ Interior/Exterior 


1 Quality Craftsmanship 
1 Over 20 Yrs. Experience 


(415) 861-7167 

Call for Free Estimate 

Gensteve@pacbell. net 

CA Lie. #786219 



NORTH CAL 
ROOFING 


OMftUIY ROOFING SINCE 1981 


Roofs of all types 

• Featuring 
Modified 
Single Ply 
Roofing For 
All Flat Roofs 

• Gutters 

• Skylights 

• Siding 

• Steep Shingle 
Work A Specialty 

• Cedar Sidewall 
Shingles 

Insured PL & PD.State Uc# 757164 

John Bailey 
Owner, Operator 

FREE ESTIMATES 

333-3701 


CA 

^J^CARI 


CALIFORNIA 
CARPENTRY CO. 


BATHROOMS & KITCHENS 
DECKS & FENCES 

TEL: 415.244.8523 

CaliforniaCarpentry.com 

UC# 841971 


SHEILA’S REPAIRS 


415.584.5669 

Carpentry • Plumbing • Dry Rot 
Retrofit • Foundation Bolts 
Painting • Drywall 
Doors & Windows 


THE ELECTRICIAN 

Victorian Specialist 
Track Lighting 
Internal & External 
Motion Detectors 
Down Lights 
Low Voltage Systems 
Heating/Air Conditioning 
Hydroponics Servicing 

Lic#394787 • Bonded & Insured 

(415) 252-8574 

Serving our Community with pride and respect 



GREAT PRICES, 
CLEAN,FAST 

415.370.4849 

b JPPCOMPANY@AOL.COM 


PHILLIP JAMES 


• HOME REMODELING • 

• CARPENTRY • ELECTRICAL • 

• PLUMBING • FINE FINISHWORK • 

415 - 374-8983 

CA Lic#778285 


Brookline 
Aries 
We 


Electric 

Old Houses 


CONDO CONVERSIONS 


(415)239-5393 


Victorian, Edwardian, Queen Anne 
Neat & concealed upgrades 
Code corrections for a safe house 
Old knob & Tube wiring 
Insured, no claims in 15 years 
Good Service Guidebook approved 
Ja peteES^ pacbell.net 33 years service 
121 Santa Rosa Ave S.F. 



BAY ELECTRIC 


fPH £415) 563-5645 


LEil 


timatesL 


Old Houses • Condo Conversions 
New Panels • Service Calls 
Kitchen and Bath Remodels 

CA Lie # 810652 • Bonded & Insured 



TOM SKIDMORE 415-279-2853 
• HANDIWORK • REPAIRS 
• SMALL PROJECTS • SMALL REMODELS 

REASONABLE RATES EXCELLENT REFERENCES 


DESIGN & BUILDING 
CONTRACTOR 



CAUe.# 81896® 


Kitchen, Baths, and 
Interior Remodel Specialists 

415-261-0202 


CARPENTRY: 

ALL PHASES • DRY ROT 

( 415 ) 621-1379 
Wren 


High Quality Workmanship/Great Prices 

EURO 

Painting & Restoration 
Residential Commercial Interior Exterior 
Victorian Homes Carpentry & Drywall Repair 

(415) 519-7377 

www.eurorestorating.com 
Fully Bonded Insured State Lie. # 792783 



iCARPENTRY 

!■■■■■■■■ 

I Specializing in 
l Kitchens 

l & Baths 

Interior 

* Remodeling 

Crown & 
Custom Trim 

I Windows & Doors 

I Impeccable References 

! 1-415-505-2427 


Evan Terzulli’s 



20 YRS. LOCAL 
REFERENCES 

( 415 ) 336-8351 


STEVE THE CARPENTER 

20 Yrs Experience 415-255-7014 £ 

HANDYMAN JAMIE 

415-425-3692 Dependable Quality 
Carpentry Electrical Plumbing e . 

CONSTRUCTION ASSOCIATES 
License #852029 
Kitchens • Bathrooms • Dry Rot 
Structural Work*Seismic Upgrade. 

415-626-0630 
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UPKEEP 


BAY GARAGE AND 
FOUNDATION CO. 

LICENSE #852029 
Foundations - New and replacement. 
Garages installed • Driveways 
Architectural & Engineering Available 
415 626-0630 

---E17 

DrywalI/Plaster - Highest Quality 
New/Repair/Patch. Artistic Detail. 
Textures. $30/Hr. 995-4782 25 yrs. 


HAULING 


CAREFUL, EXP., FRIENDLY. 2-3 MEN 
16' ENCLOSED, WELL-EQUIPPED TRUCK 
REAS. RATES • APTS, HOMES, OFCS. 

★ B.A.R. ADVERTISER SINCE 1991 


LOU’S EXPRESS CO. 

Home Office Business 


Trash, Garage, Junk, Sofas, Padding, 
Carpet Removal, Appliances, 

Nail Strips, Large Truck 
Serving the Gay Community 

Lou Hauler (415) 225-4637 


'FASTHAl/Lt 

**•415 665-0800 -- 


FRIENDLY, SAME-DAY SERVICE 
David Singer - Owner 
www.FastHaul.com 


Castro Hauling 

Yard & Garage Cleaning 
Tree Care & Dump Runs 
Very Responsible, from $15 per hr 


Call Yoel 282-2023 


Hauling, etc. 441-1054.Large Truck! 
Remove carpet, appl., sofas, cement.^ 

2 men Lg clean truck. Cheap, 24 hrs 
Free est. Louis 902-3229 


MOVERS 


Pat Ryan 
Moyinc & 
Storage 

Call for a free estimate 

415 - 871-8196 

• NO EXTRA CHARGE 
EVENINGS S WEEKENDS 

» Free use of wardrobe 

BOXES 

• Excellent references ■ 

• Frequent trips to 
Palm Springs 

- Licensed & Insured 

Cal T *189509 



MOVING 

SPECIALIST 

GAY OPERATED 
FOR 25 YEARS 


FREE ESTIMATES 


fpA< 


PACKING*MOViNG* STORAGE 


m\ 


415 * 821*4755 

WWW*JACKTRUX»CO« 


COUNSELING 



David Lai, Ph. D. 

Psychologist (PSY17205) 

My approach fuses western science and 
eastern philosophy to help you with 
Depression, Anxiety, 

Drug Use, HIV. * 


Individuals and Couples. 
Castro Office 
No Charge for First Consultation 
415-608-7092 
www.DrDavidLai.cora 


□ □□□□□□ 

Individual & Couples Counseling 
Grow . Develop . Chance 
. Deepen trust between partners 
. Improve decision-making 
. Build confidence 
. Clarify life goals 

. Increase creativity and productivity 

Michael De Vito, mft 

MFC39237 415.250.7490 

□ □□□□□□ 


OVEREATING? 

Experienced, Compassionate, 
effective therapy. 

ELLEN DEKKER, MFT 
(415) 979-6830 


Therapy for Individuals & Couples 



relationship & family issues • grief & loss 
iesbian/gay concerns • transitions • anxiety, 
depression • addiction * growth 


Long or short-term therapy available. Depth-oriented. 
Located on Divisadero Street at California. 

Call 415-820-9620 for a free initial consultation. 

Don Mack, M.A., M.F.T.I. 

Marriage and Family Therapist Intern 446243 
Supervised by X, Mai Le, MET 423656 


DC 

DAVE 

COOPERBERG 


(415) 431-3220 

davecooperberg@yahoo.com 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Individuals & Couples Work 
Gay Men’s Therapy Groups 

• Improve Self-Esteem 

• Develop Meaningful Relationships 

• Master Self-Defeating Patterns 

• Overcome Anxiety & Depression 

• Move beyond Fear & Grief 

• Become More Fully Alive 


Serving the Boy Area Since 1973 


THE GAY, LESBIAN, BISEXUAL, 
TRANSGENDER PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
ASSOCIATION OF THE BAY AREA 


PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
REFERRAL SERVICE 

888 . 869.4993 

CALL TOLL FREE 24 HOURS A DAY 

Free confidential referrals made to 
qualified therapists throughout the 
Bay Area who understand Issues of 
concern to our community. 

CALIFORNIA’S OLDEST G/l/B/T 
THERAPIST ASSOCIATION. 

Paid for by over 120 participating 
licensed therapists. Insurance 
referrals available 

wwwgaylesta.org 



Dr. Eric Nicely 

Psychologist (PSY 18892) 

(415) 955-1975 
www.drnicely.com 

Visit Website for Free Information 

MARCIA IRIS BAUM, LCSW 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Indi vidljal&CouplesJ 

NOE VALLEY, S.E 
23 years Experience 
m Ca. License LCS 9325 


415-824-0580 


marciairisbaum@aol.com 


BayAreaMeporter 


HEALTH 


DIAKADI 


DIAKADI Body 

Personal Training and 

Wellness Center 

Setting the Bar for Personal 

Training in SF 

Highly Innovative, Private 

Training Facility for Getting 

Results from Your Workouts. 

Take a virtual tour of our 
facility or view our trainers' 
bios at: 

www.diakadibody.com 

290 Division Street 
(10th St & Brannan St) 
415.863-4922 


• D • 

UNLEASH YOUR INNER ATHLETE 


Eye Exams - Contacts 
Fashion Frames 
in Pleasant Hill 

925.687.7638 

Dr. Thomas Ophardt, O.D. 

VSP, Spectera, EyeMed, Others 



www.shaveorgasmic.com 


MEDICAL 

HIV RESEARCH STUDIES 
COMPENSATION OR THERAPEU¬ 
TIC BENEFIT 

HTTP://M RTRIALS.DYNDNS.ORG 

_yo 

Clifts 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE # CNC 05541811 

In the matter of the application of Deborah 
Anne Marchi-Friel for change of name. The 
application of Deborah Anne Marchi-Friel 
for change of name having been filed in 
Court, and it appearing from said applica¬ 
tion that Deborah Anne Marchi-Friel has 
filed an application proposing that his/her 
name be changed to Vanessa Deborah 
Marchi. Novy therefore, it is hereby ordered, 
that all persons interested in said matter do 
appear before this Court in Room 218 on 
the 24th day of May, 2005 at 9:00 am of 
said day to show cause why the application 
for change of name should not be granted. 
APRIL 14, 21, 28 2005 


APRIL 14, 21, 28, MAY 5 2005 
STATEMENT FILE A-0284199-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Vietnam Too Restaurant, 701 Larkin St. 
San Francisco, Ca. 94109. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed Katie 
Nguyen. The registrants) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on 4/1/05. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 4/01/05. 
APRIL 7, 14, 21, 28 2005 


Mki 


STATEMENT OF WITHDRAWL 
FROM PARTNERSHIP OPERATING 
UNDER FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME: #0280737 

The following person(s) has withdrawn 
from partnership operating under the ficti¬ 
tious business name known as l.)California 
Choppers 2.)Frisco Customs 3.)Choppers 
USA 4.)USA Choppers, located at 1490 
Howard St. San Francisco, Ca. 94013: 
Name of person(s) withdrawing from part¬ 
nership Raul Villasenor. This statement 
was filed with the City and County of San . 
Francisco, Ca. on 311/15/04. 

APRIL 7, 14, 21, 28 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0283829-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: l.)T,B,G,L Photo Album Memories, 
2.)Transgender, Bisexual, Gay and Lesbian 
Photo Album Memories, 220 Pierce St. #8 
San Francisco, Ca. 94117. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed Felicia A. 
Elizondo. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on 3/18/05. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 3/18/05. 
APRIL 7, 14, 21, 28 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0284172-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Mission Bartlett Garage, 3255 21st St. 
San Francisco, Ca. 94122. This business 
is conducted by a corporation, signed Jose 

R. Fregoso. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on N/A. The 
statement was filed with the City and Coun¬ 
ty of San Francisco, Ca. on 3/31/05. 
APRIL 7, 14, 21, 28 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0283906-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Markus Lobl Fitness, 1505 Northpoint 
San Francisco, Ca. 94123. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed Markus 

S. Lobl. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic- 
titipus business name or names on 3/22/05. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 3/22/05. 
APRIL 7, 14, 21, 28 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0283953-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: ATRI Press, 66 Cleary Ct. #503 San 
Francisco, Ca. 94109. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed Mark V. 
Rose. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on N/A. The 
statement was filed with the City and Coun¬ 
ty of San Francisco, Ca. on 3/23/05. 

APRIL 7, 14,21,28 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0284448-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Mission Thrift, 2330 Mission St. San 
Francisco, Ca. 94110. This business is 
conducted by a corporation, signed Werner 
Werwie. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on 9/25/98. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 4/11/05. 
APRIL 14, 21, 28, MAY 5 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0284307-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Mediation and Law Offices of Jason H. 
Stein, Esq., 225 Bush St, 16th Floor, San 
Francisco, Ca. 94104. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed Jason 
Stein. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on 4/6/05. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 4/6/05. 
APRIL 14, 21, 28, MAY 5 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0284364-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
Peter Young Support Fund, 740A 14th St. 
#237 San Francisco, Ca. 94114. This busi¬ 
ness is conducted by a corporation, signed 
Andrea Lindsay. The registrant(s) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the above 
listed fictitious business name or names on 
4/6/05. The statement was filed with the City 
and County of San Francisco. Ca. on 4/7/05. 
APRIL 14, 21, 28, MAV 5 2005 


CLASSIFIEDS ORDER FORM 


Indicate 
Type Style 
HereT 


X-BOLD 


DEADLINE 


NOON on MONDAY. 

Payment must accompany ad. 
No ads taken over the 
telephone. If you have a 
question, call 415.861.5019. 
Display advertising rates 
available upon request. 


RATES 


First line, Regular 6.00 
All subsequent lines 4.00 
caps double price 
BOLD double price 
X-BOLD triple price 


J L 


1 I 




J L 


J L 


U 


BOLD Stops H 


Regular Stops Here ' 

I I 1 1 1 


Mill 


L 




J L 




L L 




1 1 I 1.1 


1 1 I 1 


1 U.-1. 


PAYMENT 

, □ Cash ■ 

□ Personal Check 

□ Money Order 

□ Visa 

□ MasterCard 


CREDIT CARD PAYMENT 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Card Number * 

Name 

Telephone 

3-Digit Security Code Expiration Date 

Address 

Signature - 

City 

State Zip 

Name 

Number of Issues 'Classification 

Amount Enclosed 


MAIL WITH 
PAYMENT TO: 

BAY AREA 
REPORTER 
395 Ninth Street 
San Francisco, CA 
94103 

OR FAX TO: 

415.861.8144 
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Where everyone knows your name 

‘In the Bars' visits Berkeley's White Horse 
Inn , a neighborhood-friendly gay bar. 

page 44 

Lennon’s tomb 

Ex-Beatle paid tribute in 
Broadway-bound musical. 
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Broadway Bebe 

Neuwirth in ‘Here Lies 
Jenny' at Post St. Theatre. 
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Understanding 
Charlotte von Mahlsdorf 

1 Am My Own Wire’ playwright Doug Wright gtts into her head 


by Richard Dodds 


r or Doug Wright, the play that became I Am My Own Wife was in¬ 
tended to be a hymn to her — her being Charlotte von Mahlsdorf, 
a former him who had somehow survived the Nazis and East Ger¬ 
man communists while living openly as a transvestite in Berlin. 

“When I first met her, I thought I had found an unsung gay hero,” 
said the playwright, “but heroes rarely work in drama. Human be¬ 
ings make much better fodder for art, and she surely was a conflicted and 
confusing human being. And that’s worth writing about.” 

Indeed. I Am My Own Wife is the biggest success in Wright’s 20-year 
career as a playwright, earning him both a Tony Award and a Pulitzer Prize 
in 2004. The Broadway production also provided the largely unsung actor 
Jefferson Mays with a career-making role, playing not only Charlotte but 
also 34 other characters who passed through her adventurous and, in the 
end, controversial life. 

Mays will be recreating his role, for which he also earned a Tony, when 
I Am My Own Wife arrives at the Curran Theatre on May 3. Mays and di¬ 
rector Moises Kaufman (The Laramie Project ) were so instrumental in the 
development of the play that they share in the author’s royalties if not in 
the author designation itself. 

“It was such a collaborative process that the roles of writer and direc¬ 
tor and actor all bled together more than any other play I’ve worked on,” 
said Wright from New York. “But I do feel at the end of the day I main¬ 
tained enough authorial control and wound up inventing enough text that 
I’m comfortable with the [playwright] designation.” 

The project was born way back in 1992, when a friend told Wright 
about this quirky transvestite who ran a museum of 19th-century antiques 
and curios out of her mansion-like home on the outskirts of Berlin. Before 
long, Wright had become a commuter to Germany, taping long conversa¬ 
tions with von Mahlsdorf before her death in 2002. At the same time, she 
was becoming a celebrity in her own country when reports that she had 
been an informer for the East German secret police triggered a backlash. 

The hero had become a flawed human being, and Wright, confronted 
with hundreds of pages of transcribed conversations and a central character 
with a blackened aura, pretty much gave up on creating a play. He poured his 
energies into a grotesquely comic work about the Marquis de Sade titled 
Quills that became an Oscar-nominated film starring Geoffrey Rush. 

“My mother came out after seeing Quills looking a little blanched,” 
Wright recalled, “and she said with a tight smile, ‘Doug, I think you’ve gone 
a bit over the top this time.’” 

But Quills provided a higher profile than Wright had previously en- 
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LOVf & DEATH, CONTINUED 

San Francisco Int’l fiiM Festival, week two 


by David Lamble 


f ome of the SF International Film 
C Fest’s best moments come in this final 
week of scary looks at some interest- 
W ing lives. The orgy of Argentine film is 
complemented by a cup of very hot cine¬ 
ma coffee from Brazil. 

Life in a Box Welcome to the looking- 
glass world of gay show-biz. Jay and 
Steven were lovers, country singers, tal¬ 
ented guys whose actual lives became 
caught up in their act. They called them¬ 
selves Y’all, and for a decade they pursued 
impossible dreams: they were going to 


have their own TV show, the first gay 
country-music variety show, they were 
going to sell millions of CDs. In the end, 
they lived a pretty good if hardscrabble 
life on the road. They were written up in 
The New York Times, but the article didn’t 
augur fame or fortune. 

Their slightly disappointing life 
changed suddenly when a third man, 
Roger (and his dog), suddenly joined not 
the act, but the relationship. It was now 
Jay, Steven and Roger. That was wonder¬ 
ful, until it wasn’t. 

Part Smothers Brothers Comedy Hour, 
part Grand Ole Opry, part gay male Scenes 
from a Marriage, the doc (produced, di¬ 
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Gay etiquette for the new Dark Ages 


Minding your p's , q's and queers with Miss Manners 




asrKXJHimonly powerful." 

Chicago TWbume q 

-...fascinating..." ^ 
rite villose voice 

"Affecting, enlightening." 
San Bwndsco avonide 


written and performed by 

Steven Fates 


directed fry 

Jack Hofsiss 


LUMIERE 

California at Polk. (415) 267-4893 


EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT 
STARTS FRIDAY, APRIL 29 

For showtimes visit www.LandmarkTheatres.com 


^OFFICIAL SELECTION. SUNDANCE FILM FESTIVAL 2004 | 
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No one under 18 admitted 


sonal) - The Itinerant Telephone.” 
There are 858 pages of good ad¬ 
vice, dispensed with wit and econ¬ 
omy, on all sorts of heterosexual 
rites. There are charming illustra¬ 
tions (by Gloria Kamen) with 
amusing captions like, “The Aw- 
fuls Consider Becoming Perfect.” 
But a quick consultation of the 
books index under “gay” first di¬ 
rects us to “see homosexuals” (oh 
we do, we do), then offers up only 
three, count ’em three, etiquette 
questions which concern us in¬ 
verts. We present one of them 
in its delicious entirety: 

“Dear Miss Manners, 

“What am I sup¬ 
posed to say when I am 
introduced to a homo¬ 
sexual ‘couple?’” 

“Gentle Reader, 

“‘How do you do?’ 

‘How do you do?”’ 

We [heart] Miss 
M’s succinct way of 
pointing out good 
sense and common 
civility. She has the best of man¬ 
ners, leavened by a knowing and 
very modern sense of humor. For 
example, the second time gays 
crop up in a gentle reader’s in¬ 
quiry concerns bedroom assign¬ 
ments when a father’s gay son 
brings his boyfriend along for a 
weekend visit with the parental 
units. Gentle Reader explains, “I 
am unsure if the boys want to 
share a room, or if this arrange¬ 
ment will be uncomfortable to my 
wife. I don’t want to raise an issue 
if there isn’t one, so my solution is 
to make up both guest rooms and 
let my son decide, and let my wife 
know that this should be our son’s 
decision.” 

Miss Manners quite wisely 
replies, “Attempting to direct the 


intimate activities of one’s adult 
guests always leads to disaster, 
even when the hosts are the par¬ 
ents of the houseguests. ... In 
other words, you can assign peo¬ 
ple separate rooms, but you can¬ 
not insist that they stay in them 
after dark.” 

The third and final instance of 
homos in this annals of manners 
concerns lesbian partners of 26 
years fretting needlessly over their 
straight daughter’s wedding plans. 
“If mom walks our daughter 
down the aisle, how 
should I as mom #2 
enter with the wed¬ 
ding party?” 

“How you as¬ 
signed yourself to be 
‘mom #2’ in this re¬ 
gard, you do not say,” 
Miss Manners replies 
with equanimity, “but it 
might also be fit¬ 
ting for you both to 
give away the 
bride.” 

Our favorite non-gay-specific 
gems of advice include the proper 
way to eat a slice of pizza. “This 
may be lowered into the.mouth by 
hand, small end of the triangle 
first, taking care that the strings of 
cheese also arrive in the mouth.” 
Yes, please attend to those cheese- 
strands, we can visualize them and 
don’t want to. 

Good advice for us winos, erm 
we mean “wine aficionados,” fol¬ 
lows the question, “When wine is 
ordered ‘by the glass’ and I have 
not emptied the glass when an¬ 
other is served, what do I do?” 

“Gentle Reader: Have you 
thought of not ordering a second 
glass until you have finished the 
first?” 

On the topic of those ubiqui¬ 
tous “itinerant telephones,” Miss 
M observes the tendency of bul¬ 
letins barked on these phones to 
be of the very important “Hi, I’m 
on the bus, I’ll be there in 5 min¬ 
utes” variety. “Miss Manners is as¬ 
tonished that so many people ap¬ 
pear to be on parole, and that pa¬ 
role is so strict. It is apparently no 
longer a question of checking in at 
set periods, but of not being per- 


DeLaria watch 

We hereby note with tempered 
excitement that lesbian thespian 
Lea DeLaria is coming to town 
for a six-night run at the Empire 
Plush Room, May 17-22. But we 
also conjecture that perhaps she 
was scared (or scarred) by the 
fright-wig and bedsheet she was 
compelled to wear in the recent 
42nd Street Moon production of 
Once Upon a Mattress. Or maybe 
she’s hoping for a long-term 
record deal as her third jazz CD 
for the Telarc label, Double Stan¬ 
dards, is released. The record com- 


Irish spring 

• Cuddly and adorable comedi¬ 
an Jon Stewart, quoted at the 
Time Magazine 100 Most Influen¬ 
tial People party held at the Time 
Warner Center in NYC, last Tues¬ 
day, April 19: 

“Gay people, they want an 
awful lot. To be able to march in 
the St. Patrick’s Day parade, you 
know, I mean: come on. Let’s face 
facts, gay people are very flamboy¬ 
ant, and you don’t want anything 
to take away from the dignity of 
that parade. You know it is very 
clear — you don’t want some gay 
guy checking you out while you 
are pissing behind a dumpster.” 

• We’re just now catching up to 
gayfreetheater.com, an hilarious 
parody site advertising The 
Straight Acting Company, 
billed as “Columbus’s premier 
gay-free theater,” with the catchy 
motto, “Straight plays with 
straight themes performed by 
straight actors.” At least we think 
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Newly glammed-out Lea DeLaria. 


pany is advertising in jazz and 
music mags, not gay ones. Demo¬ 
graphics say gays don’t buy jazz. 
So Lea gets a hetero glam-over. 
Pluck those eyebrows! Lay on the 
mascara! Glue on the false eye¬ 
lashes! And gloss those lips, baby! 


Stewart on gays and St. Patty's. 


mitted to make a move without si¬ 
multaneously reporting it.” 

Paging through this veritable 
orgy of good, old-fashioned eti¬ 
quette has OT day-dreaming 
about writing our own advice col¬ 
umn on the side. “Dear Mister 
Man [nerd],” our not-so-gentle 
reader would write in. “When is it 
proper to interrupt a panicked 
columnist on deadline in order to 
exhort him or her to publicize my 
gay second cousin’s upcoming 
one-man show about growing up 
asthmatic, Armenian, big-boned 
and a big sissy in the Northwest 
Territories, working title: Yukon!?” 

“Gentle Reader: On the 21st of 
Never.” 


Must End Sundayl 


CONFESSIONS 
of a 

MORMON BOY 


April 13 t<) 24, 2<X)5 


Now Playing 

pr THE 
SHOOTING 
STAGE 

by 

Michael Lewis MacLennan 

directed by 

Dan Oliverio 


April 1 - May 8 


On Sale Now! 
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I Coming Sunday, June 5: Ticket to the Tonys, our annua! gala event 
| celebrating the Tony Awards with guests stars, cuisine provided by Hayes 
■ Valley eateries and a live broadcast of the awards ceremony from New York. 




25 Van Ness Avenue • San Francisco ♦ (415) 861-8972 
visit us online at www.nctcsf.org 


by Roberto Friedman 


i | f all the many syndicated 
^ columns and features the 
popular papers depend 
upon to fill up their column inch¬ 
es, ever-so-polite Out There’s in¬ 
disputable favorite has always 
been the unfussy“Miss Manners,” 
written by the impeccable etiquet- 
tist Judith Martin. Now a “fresh¬ 


ly updated” new edition of Miss 
Manners’ Guide to Excruciatingly 
Correct Behavior (W.W. Norton, 
$35) has arrived on our desk, and 
OT has spent many an idle mo¬ 
ment thumbing through its pages 
— with white gloves on, of course. 

The niceties and no-no’s of so¬ 
cial intercourse are all here, con¬ 
veniently organized under head¬ 
ings like, “Table Manners for Par¬ 
ticular (and Ornery) Foods” and, 
“Electronic Communication (Per- 


She knows more than you do. 


THE NEW CONSERVATORY THEATRE CENTER 
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Harry (Bryce Johnson) and Max (Cole Williams) navigate the pop-star world in Christopher Munch's new film. 


Sibling rivalry 

'Harry and Max' are brothers and buddies 



ORDER 





Les Ballets Trockadero de Monte Carlo 

Thu-Sat, May 5-7, 8 pm 
Zellerbach Hall $26, $36, $48 

“As much food for the mind as it is for the eye and the 
funny bone." — The New York Times 
The inimitable “Trocks” return with their outrageously 
popular twist on ballet tradition. Dancing a fine line 
between high art and high camp, this group of men in 
tutus delights aficionados and novices alike with their 
irresistible blend of wicked comedy and technical 
prowess. Parodying classic ballets like Swan Lake — 
en pointe, no less! — and boasting stage names like 
Raisa Legupski and Fifi Barkova, the immensely talented 
Trocks are all classically trained dancers in peak form. 
Program: Swan Lake; La Vivandiere; Dying Swan ; 
Haymonda’s Wedding 


NOW FOR THE BEST 


Ilf.1111 


by David Lamble 


- actile contact doesn’t al¬ 
ways have to end in or- 
* gasm.” A wisecracking 
blonde with boy-band good 
looks drops this line on his older 
brother during a long anticipated 
camping trip. The brothers dis¬ 
cuss every neurotic tendency in 
their upscale, Volvo-driving fam¬ 
ily. Terms like “Yoga Nazi” and 
precise instructions for oral sex 
between men alternate with cyn¬ 
ical barbs tossed at the female 
fans of boy-bands, followed by a 
tortured monologue on the hor¬ 
rors of circumcision. No, these 
aren’t The Hardy Boys, or maybe 
they’re The Hardy Boys for the 
New Millennium. 

For a critic, meaning someone 
who watches far too many movies, 
what distinguishes a good film 
from a couple of hours you’ll 
never get back is often a memo¬ 
rable scene or two. What distin¬ 
guishes Harry and Max, the 
taboo-challenging tale of two 
pop-star brothers who slip-slide 
between ordinary family feuds 
and sticky stuff between the 
sheets, is the character of Max. 
Cole Williams (son of 
singer/writer Paul Williams) as¬ 
tonishes as the younger brother 
who has to learn to be a “big 
brother” to his cynical sibling 
Harry (Bryce Johnson). A superfi¬ 
cial resemblance to one of the 
Hansons doesn’t hurt, but 
Williams’ real talent is to breathe 
life into a truly original character 
who can partially transcend nar¬ 
cissism and regard the act of sex as 
an extension of friendship, the 
basis for love. 

If there’s anything more ap¬ 
pealing and more threatening to 
the mental health of a young 
queer boy, it’s growing up along¬ 
side an attractive and possibly too 
available older brother. If straight 
people can be divided into guys 
marrying their moms and gals 


seeking a father figure, maybe an 
equally messy queer-male fantasy 
involves the potential mate who is 
the perfect younger or older 
brother. Several friends have con¬ 
fided that their own first experi¬ 
ences came at the hands of older 
brothers who grew into straight 
adults. 

Writer/director Christopher 
Munch has a wicked talent for 
crafting dialogue that can cause 
neurotic strangers to tell us their 
messiest secrets without making 
us feel bad about how we got to 
know them. 

In a scene from Harry and 
Max, the brothers talk about the 
origins of their attraction. 

“God! Now I feel guilty for 
making you gay.” 

“I already knew what I want¬ 
ed.” 

“When you were seven.” 

“Yep.” 

Spanish fly 

In 1992, Munich burst onto the 
queer film firmament with a short 
drama based on an intriguing 
“what if.” The Hours and the Times 
imagined an aborted affair be¬ 
tween Beatles manager Brian Ep¬ 
stein and John Lennon on a four- 
day trip to Barcelona, Spain, just 
before the Fab Four spun into pop 
orbit. A dozen years later, Munch 
takes pop-star incest one silly step 
further to involve a relationship 
between actual brothers. Harry 
and Max joins a small list of smart 
movies that ratchet up the stakes 
of sibling rivalry until we fear a 
meltdown coming: Igby Goes 
Down, You Can Count on Me, The 
Cement Garden. 

The new movie is less about 
incest than it is a humane dissec¬ 
tion of a pivotal if troubled fami¬ 
ly relationship. A nifty supporting 
cast includes Rain Phoenix, who’s 
compelling as the girl whose af¬ 
fections become a bone for these 
dogs. Tom Gilroy is nifty as a con- 
science-stricken teacher trying to 
disentangle himself from six 



l a m a -Rama! 

the gayest hair salon in San Francisco 


417 South Van Ness at 15th • 861-GLAM 


months in Max’s orbit. Michelle 
Phillips, underused as the back- 
stage mom, and Justin Zachary as 
Max’s boyfriend give emotional 
weight to Max’s choices and the 
dead-on feeling that the small 
world we glimpse is part of a very 
real universe that we should all 
navigate with as much grace as 
Max does. Opens Friday. ▼ 


Order Online 
calperfs.berkeley.edu 
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Groups of 10 or more s 


Charge by Phone 
510.642.9988 

10 am - 5:30 pm, Tue-Fri 
1 pm - 5 pm. Sat-Sun 

Season Sponsors: 


Ticket Office 
Zellerbach Hall 

UC Berkeley Campus 
10 am - 5:30 pm, TPe-Fri 
1pm - 5 pm, Sat-Sun 
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Ane you a gay man who's tined of 
bad blind dates and disappointing 
online hook-ups? 

Been solo for so long? 

With 8 Guys Out you’ll meet 
sophisticated and successful men 
for fun, friendship and socializing. 

Let us introduce you to like-minded 
contemporaries at a dinner party 
for eight at a premier restaurant 
Enjoy a relaxing and utterly pressure- 
free evening of great food and 
conversation... 
and who knows- your solo 
just might become a duet. 


^nner introductions for gay rn ®* v 


Now making dinner introductions in New York, Los Angeles, 

San Diego, San Francisco, Palm Beach, Ft Lauderdale, and Miami 

For more information, please call us toll free at 800.775.0994 
or visit www.8guysout.com 
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Thursday, April 28 - 7:30 PH 

Meet Pam Test, founding member of the Cockettes and author of 
Midnight at the Palace: My Life as a Fabulous Cockette 

recalling the heyday of die rebellious, gender-bending troupe j*2jj 

which still influences the worlds of theater, music. 
fashion, gay politics, gay spirituality and urban dub life. ^ 

Wednesday, May 4-7:50 PM j> 
f-—Bestselling author folm Toibin returns to read 
I >0qS Hrorn The Master, shortlisted for the Man Booker 
\Pnie, a beautiful work of fiction based on Henry j 
James's life and his troubled sexual identity. I 
\ Af ter *P art V celebration at Wilde Oscar's. I 
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to attend a 
special screening in 
San Francisco on 
Wednesday, May 4th 
in San Francisco. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE 

to receive a pass, 
good for two, stop by the 
Bay Area Reporter office 
at 395 Ninth Street in 
San Francisco, tomorrow, 
Friday, April 29th 
offer 12 Noon. 


two thumbs winy yp; 


Passes are limited 
and given away while supplies 
last. Limit one pass per/person/ 
household. No exceptions. 


Thews s eve* booked to ensure a iuli house. 
Passes received through this promotion <So no! 
guarantee admission and must be surrendered upon 

REVIEWING PRESS No one w* be admitted 
without a Scket or aSer the screeninn begins AH 
federal state and local rauEtfions apply. A recipient 
of tickets assumes any and ail rate rested io use of 
Mm and accepts any restrictions required b* octet 
provider, lions Gate Huns Bay Area Reoafet and 
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crash 


opens in theatres on Friday, May 6th 



>y Karole Langloii 


a play about a dyke who can't pass for 


Theatre Rhinoceros presents Casual Encounters W4W 


Take Me Fox A^Ride... 

bite girl! 


two one-act piavs Directed bv Melissa Qsoske 


April 7 - May 1 



by Maureen Bogues 


THEATRE RHINOCEROS 
2926 16th Street [@ BART] San Francisco 
"Box Office: 415.861.5079 www.therhino.org 


Suspense, romance, 
comedy, aliens 

'Reel San Francisco' enters week three 



by Tavo Amador 


he Balboa Theatre’s series of 
movies filmed and set in San 
Francisco continues, pro¬ 
viding wonderful images of the 
City by the Bay. Veteran director 
Edward Dymtryk’s The Sniper 
(’52) stars Arthur Franz as a 
paroled sex-offender and serial 
killer. Franz’s mild-mannered ap¬ 
pearance adds to the suspense. 
Film Noir Queen Marie Windsor 
is his first victim. Hard-edged 
Adolphe Menjou (a notorious 
Hollywood right-winger) plays a 
cop named Kafka! Blake Edwards 
is usually associated with roman¬ 
tic comedies ( Breakfast at 
Tiffany’s), but Experiment in Ter¬ 
ror (’62) is a scary, intense story of 
a kidnapping. With Glenn Ford as 
a cop out to save Lee Remick’s kid 
sister (a young Stephanie Powers). 
Ross Martin is the creepy villain. 
The sensational finale is set in 
Candlestick Park while the Giants 
play the Dodgers. (4/28) 

Depending on the viewer’s 
taste for uplifting whimsy, Hal 
Ashby’s Harold and Maude (’71), 
about the unlikely relationship be¬ 
tween 20-year-old But Cort and 
79-year-old Ruth Gordon, will be 
touching or grating. He’s rich and 
depressed, she’s the quintessential 
free spirit. The movie became a 
cult classic. Great San Francisco 
area location shots. Woody Allen’s 
stage success Play It Again, Sam 
(’72) was charmingly filmed by 
Herbert Ross. Allen is a wimpy 
movie critic in love with Diane 
Keaton. He gets romantic advice 
from the ghost of Humphrey Bog¬ 
art, who, unsurprisingly, lives in 
San Francisco. Lots of fun. (4/29- 


30) 

Legendary silent- 
screen star Lon 
Chaney is Outside 
the Law (’21), di¬ 
rected by Tod 
Browning. Chaney 
plays Ah Wang, a 
kindly Chinese stu¬ 
dent of Confucius, 
and- the murderous 
Black Mike Silva, 
denizen of San 
Francisco’s under¬ 
world. (Sunday, 5/1, 
at 11:30 a.m. Sepa¬ 
rate admission.) 

Alfred Hitch¬ 
cock’s Vertigo (’58) 
is one of the most 
celebrated films ever 
shot in SF, and justi¬ 
fiably so. James 
Stewart gives an 
atypical perfor¬ 
mance as a control¬ 
ling, devious ex-cop 
who becomes infatuated with 
mysterious Kim Novak. His ob¬ 
session is frightening and grip¬ 
ping. Bernard Herrmann’s bril¬ 
liant score adds to the suspense. 
Ann Sheridan, one of the 
warmest, most attractive and tal¬ 
ented stars of the ’30s and ’40s, 
sadly is not well-remembered 
today. In Woman on the Run (’50), 
she’s a wife whose husband wit- 
ftessed a gangland killing, and she 
and the cops have to find him be¬ 
fore the hoods do. Sensational SF 
locations enhance this suspenseful 
noir. (5/1-2) 

Finn Taylor’s Dream with the 
Fishes (’97) is supposed to be 
about LSD and voyeurism, but 
who knows for sure. With David 
Arquette and Brad Hunt. 


Dopamine (’03) is a fascinating 
contemporary romantic comedy 
about the nature of sexual attrac¬ 
tion and love. Directed by Mark 
Decena. (5/3) 

Invasion of the Body Snatchers 
(’78) is one of the most intelligent 
and scary science fiction films ever 
made. With Donald Sutherland 
and Brooke Adams fleeing the pod 
people. Director Phil Kaufman 
salutes Don Siegel’s ’56 original 
version and brings back that film’s 
star, Kevin McCarthy, for a cameo. 
It Came from Beneath the Sea (’55) 
pits scientists in a nuclear sub 
against a giant octopus, with the 
destruction of the Golden Gate 
Bridge a real possibility. Who will 
win? Special effects by Ray Harry- 
hausen. (5/4) T 


World snapshot 


by Jason Victor Serinus 


Uprooting - Warsaw Village 
Band (World Village) 

hat is going on here? The 
4 4 opening chords are sav¬ 
age, stark, frightening. 
After 18 seconds of raw assault, 
the CD begins with “In the Forest 
(W boru kalinka),” a traditional 
Polish song about confronting 
dreams with reality. As the disc 
advances through its hypnotic 43- 
minute; program, the raucous 
Warsaw Village Band’s 16th-cen¬ 
tury Polish fiddle, cello, dulcimer, 
frame drum, hurdy-gurdy, bara- 
ban drum, and vocals receive oc¬ 
casional support from a siren, 
Feel-X’s live scratch, the Lipsk 
Women’s Choir and other distin¬ 
guished traditional artists. 

The Warsaw Village Band gives 
ancient music from the lowland 
Mazovia region of Poland a wel¬ 
come shot in the arm. Save for 
“When Johnny Went To Fight in 
the War,” an original lament 
against “humanity’s stupidest in¬ 
vention,” the songs are traditional 
with a distinctly modern edge. 
WVB counts among its influences 
Janina and Kazimierz Zdrazalik, 
teachers of metaphysical songs, 
trance melodies and traditional 
dances; the Lipsk Women’s Choir, 



whose sound and repertoire re¬ 
flect a melding of eastern and 
western Slavic cultures; and the 
Marian Pelka Band, whose senior 
members create ecstatic, trance- 
inducing music. What’s most 
striking about this mind-opening 
recording is that it’s difficult to tell 
what’s more driving, the pulse of 
modern youth or the voice of a 
peasant tradition that has endured 
war, economic hardship, and the 
joys and pains of love. 

Egypt - Youssou N'Dour 
(Nonesuch) 

Winner of the 2005 Grammy 
for Best Contemporary World 
Music Album, vocalist Youssou 
N’Dour’s joyful disc Egypt cele¬ 
brates the Senegalese path of Islam 
and of Sufi thought and practice. 
In songs that celebrate the caliphs, 
saints and sages of Senegal, N’- 



Dour “praises the tolerance of my 
religion,” and urges listeners to 
“choose your way. Choose, and re¬ 
spect others’ choices.” ' 

N’Dour first came to worldwide 
attention in the mid-’80s with his 
vocals on Peter Gabriel’s album So. 
After touring with his own band 
for 20 years, he has mastered the 
ability to fuse Senegal’s traditional 
music of percussion and praise 
with Afro-Cuban, pop and rock el¬ 
ements. While he has sometimes 
been accused of pandering to 
Western pop tastes, Egypt signals 
N’Dour’s return to his African and 
spiritual roots. Despite some senti¬ 
mental strings from the Fathy Sala- 
ma Orchestra that occasionally 
surface amidst the vocals, West 
African harp-lute, Senegalese per¬ 
cussion, and otherwise authentic 
sounds of the Beugue Fallou En¬ 
semble, this is timeless music of 
great beauty and faith. ▼ 
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Remembering Mr. Adler 

San Francisco Opera director's centenary year 


by Stephanie von Buchau 


f urt Herbert Adler, director 
of San Francisco Opera 
• from 1953 until ’81, was 
born 100 years ago this month. 
Except for some on-line celebra¬ 
tion, almost nobody in the city 
took notice, not even the opera 
company he raised to internation¬ 
al prominence, the company from 
which all local opera-lovers of my 
generation learned their impossi¬ 
bly high standards. 

When we bitch and moan 
about productions of SFO direc¬ 
tors since his reign, we are ac¬ 
knowledging our debt to Mr. 
Adler, as he was always called. We 
are not, however, saying things 
were always better in the old days, 
because they weren’t. 

If you go over the regimes of 
the past four SFO GDs with a fine- 
tooth comb, you discover a rather 
startling fact. I used a calculator to 
ascertain that, given a nine-opera 
norm, all four come out with av¬ 
erages of three good, three 
mediocre and three lousy perfor¬ 
mances season after season. So 
what set Mr. Adler apart? 

First of all, he was a musical 
artist. Born in fin de siecle Vienna 
during the most tumultuous peri¬ 
od in modern music, Adler at¬ 
tended the Viennese 
Musikakademie and University, 
making his conducting debut at 
age 20 in Max Reinhardt’s cele¬ 
brated theater. He assisted 
Toscanini at Salzburg in ’36 and 
"got out of Europe just in time, 
coming to the States for an en¬ 
gagement at the Chicago Opera in 
’38. He moved on to San Francis¬ 
co as chorus director in ’43. After 
the death of SFO founder Gaetano 
Merola in ’53, Adler was named 
director. 

After ’61, he did not conduct, 
because Robert Watt Miller, the 
eminence grise of the SFO board of 
directors, did not think the GD 
should spread himself so thin. On 
Miller’s death in the early-’70s, 
Adler resumed conducting. He 
once told me it was “like riding a 
bicycle, you never forget,” but in 
fact conducting a large operatic 
ensemble requires repetitive 
motor skills which he had appar¬ 
ently lost. His tempos were glacial, 
with overbearing brass and per¬ 
cussion balances. His last major 
conducting event, the disastrous 
’78 Lohengrin, was rumored to 
have cost over $1 million, mostly 
for extra orchestral rehearsals. 

Golden ring 

Still, he knew what was correct 
musically even if he couldn’t al¬ 
ways reproduce it himself. Under 
Adler, SFO may not have experi¬ 
enced many world premieres — 
actually two, Blood Moon and 
Angle of Repose, both awful — but 
the music he did introduce was es¬ 
sential. Strauss’ Die Frau ohne 
Schatten and Capriccio; Berlioz’ 
Les Troyens; operas by Janacek; the 
two-act Lulu and revised Lady 
Macbeth of Mtsensk; and that fab 1 
ulous ’72 Ring with Birgit Nilsson, 
Jess Thomas, Thomas Stewart and 
Otmar Suitner, still the best cast 
and conducted Ring I’ve ever 
heard live. Wagner and Strauss, 
just emerging from the taint of 
WWII, were SFO’s strong suit 
during the ’60s and ’70s. Adler 
never felt the need to apologize for 
their music. 

Puccini selections were gener¬ 
ous (we haven’t heard Manon 
Lescaut or II trittico since Adler’s 



Adler put San Francisco Opera on the map by casting European singers. 


departure) but not idiomatic. Bel 
canto Was spotty unless Joan 
Sutherland or Alfredo Kraus were 
in the cast. Except for the ’71 
Manon (Sills and Gedda), ’74 
Esclarmonde (Sutherland and Ara- 
gall) and ’76 Thais (Sills and 
Milnes), glamorous French opera 
had to wait until Mansouri’s 
reign. And poor Verdi. I think 
Adler liked Verdi, but he didn’t 
have a clue about Italian music. 
Verdi was typically unfunny Fal- 
staff, undramatic Otello and un¬ 
musical Traviata and Trovatore. 

More important than the mi¬ 
nuses, since opera is a singing art, 
Adler put SFO on the map by hir¬ 


ing European singers before any¬ 
body in the US had heard of them. 
His scout, Otto Guth, doesn’t get 
enough credit for spotting bril¬ 
liant voices. Thus introduced to 
America were Inge Borkh, Stuart 
Burrows, Boris Christoff, Mario 
del Monaco, Tito Gobbi, Sena Ju- 
rinac, Sandor Konya, Nilsson, 
Margaret Price, Leonie Rysanek, 
Elisabeth Schwarzkopf, Anja Silja, 
Giulietta Simionato and Renata 
Tebaldi, plus the great American 
diva Leontyne Price. Adler also 
discovered and nurtured the late 
(and still lamented) Calvin Sim¬ 
mons. Of course, the Merola 
Opera Training Program was his 


baby. 

Finally, KHA educated audi¬ 
ences, not with academic claptrap, 
but with musical examples. Before 
him, the opera crowd was rich, so¬ 
cial and often inebriated. By the 
’72 Ring (SFO’s first since ’35), the 
Saturday night subscription audi¬ 
ence was the best I’d sat with in 
any American or European opera 
house I’d attended. They were the 
first (except for Bayreuth) to wait 
until the music stopped before ap¬ 
plauding. They rightly gave the 
biggest Wagnerian ovations to the 
conductor. They weren’t intellec¬ 
tual snobs, either. I remember a 
standing ovation at the end of the 
first act of VElisir d’amore in ’67 
(still my all-time favorite SFO per¬ 


formance) and another standing 
O for Fiorenza Cossotto’s “Judg¬ 
ment” scene in the middle of the 
last act of Aida. 

That was why, when Adler re¬ 
voked my press privileges in ’75 
because he was offended that I 
dared criticize the conducting of 
Mstislav Rostropovich, I defended 
myself: “Maestro, I learned my 
high standards from you.” Adler 
later apologized, saying that he 
“cared” about Slava, who was a 
freedom-fighter, though I never 
understood why that should allow 
him to trash Tchaikovsky. With 
minor exceptions, Mr. Adler had 
exceedingly high musical expecta¬ 
tions and standards. So why 
shouldn’t we? ▼ 


GREEN CANDY PRESS 


Let’s Shut Out the World 

by Kevin Bentley 



“...sexy, funny and quietly 
elegant...” —David Bergman, 
author of The Violet Hour 

“...[He’s] a writer who can 
distinguish the silly from 
the grave and write about 
both with modesty and 
candor.” —Mark Merlis, 
author of American Studies, 
An Arrow’s Flight, and Man 
About Town 

“Funny, sweet and oddly 
nurturing.” — Scott Capurro, 
actor/writer 


Author Reading and Signing 
at A Different Light Bookstore, May 5th, 7.00pm 
489 Castro Street (415)431-0891 

_ A DIFFERENT Light _ 


www.greencandypress.com 
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Don't even think about missing it - Jefferson Hays is unforgettable. 
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Day tripping 


by Robert Julian 
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Let's Shut Out the World by 
Kevin Bentley; Green Candy 
Press, $14.95 

i he books cover shows two 
bare-chested men locked in 

III an embrace. It is published, 
in paperback, by a local San Fran¬ 
cisco press. These facts might 
cause an experienced book re¬ 
viewer to expect an excruciating 
exercise in self-indulgence, one 
that lacks all the requisite qualities 
necessary to attract a large pub¬ 
lishing house. That, however, 
would be a stereotype. In truth, 
Kevin Bentley’s Let’s Shut Out the 
World is a book so compelling, so 
exquisitely rendered, it makes me 
want to run to A Different Light 
Bookstore and insist they remove 
every other publication from their 
windows and focus all their atten¬ 
tion on this brilliant autobio¬ 
graphical memoir. 

Bentley is the author of Wild 
Animals I Have Known and the ed¬ 
itor of Boyfriends from Hell. In 
Let’s Shut Out the World, he con¬ 
tinues to illuminate his journey 
through the streets, alleys, and 


backroom bars of San Francisco. 
But foreshadowing his own ho¬ 
mosexual deluge are the years 
Bentley spent as a young Army 
brat on an adolescent tour of duty 
through an assortment of red 
states, dragged along by his abu¬ 
sive father and hapless mother. 
Texas is the backdrop for his most 
humiliating experiences at the 
hands of redneck high school 
jocks. Although his passions left 
him speechless at the time, Bent¬ 
ley has no trouble recalling those 
feelings in retrospect. “For the 
constant, hot undercurrent of de¬ 
sire that kept me terrified an erec¬ 
tion might give me away in the 
rank proximity of the locker 
room, that drove me to my knees 
before the very worst of my op¬ 
pressors in the secret hours of the 
night, I had no words.” 

Like many alienated young 
men of the 1970s, Bentley makes 
his way to San Francisco and em¬ 
barks on a queer journey of self- 
discovery. His book describes, in 
roughly chronological order, 
Bentley’s passage from adoles¬ 
cence to middle age. It consists of 
13 essays or short stories, each one 
rewarding on its own. Taken to¬ 
gether, they represent the arc of a 



lifetime as Bentley moves through 
the hedonistic days of pre-AIDS 
SF into the horrifying, soul-ex¬ 
panding detour that would follow. 
Through it all, the author main¬ 
tains his own sense of grace and 
dignity by means of a well-devel¬ 
oped ironic sensibility. A Feydeau 
farce, a Joe Orton orgy, a Marx 
Brothers calamity lurks at the pe¬ 
riphery of every tragedy, just one 
slammed door away from the fu¬ 
neral pyre and a grieving widower. 

In some ways, Let’s Shut Out 
the World is the antidote to 
Armistead Maupin’s Tales of the 
City. Maupin’s Little Mary Sun¬ 
shine prose voice was perfect for 
capturing the innocence and joy 


of San Francisco in the ’70s. But 
when the going got rough, his es¬ 
sential optimism could seem 
strangely out of sync with reality, 
several steps removed from the 
life many would come to know. 
But Bentley, with an amazing 
economy of prose and complete 
believability, captures the whole 
tawdry sweep of events from the 
’70s to the present day. Cultural 
touchstones include the soap 
opera Dark Shadows, Fields 
Bookstore on Polk Street, 
“church” on Sunday mornings at 
the Balcony, and visits to the old 
clap clinic on the corner of 4th St. 
and Clementina. 

The title is clearly Bentley’s 
prescription, if not for happiness, 
at least for survival. Bentley turns 
in the best smiling-through-tears 
performance since Susan Hay¬ 
ward departed this veil of care¬ 
fully-filtered close-ups. But that 
does not diminish his exception¬ 
al skill as a writer, one whose 
work can stand side by side with 
the best, and never suffer by com¬ 
parison. ▼ 


Kevin Bentley reads at A 
Different Light on May 5. 


Hot lesbian fantasy material 

New short-story collection of erotica arrives 


By Kris Scott Marti 

Best Lesbian Erotica '05, edited 
by Tristan Taormino; Cleis Press, 
$14.95 

| izzling hot sex expert Tristan 
Taormino has done it again! 
In 1995, Taormino pitched 
the Best Lesbian Erotica compila¬ 
tion to Felice Newman of Cleis 
Press. Two Lambda Literary 
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DJ Jorge Eclipse • No Caver! 
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Awards and 10 years later, this an¬ 
thology is still smoking hot. This 
year’s offering of 26 short stories 
explicitly describes the myriad 
ways women relate to and have 
sex with women. 

There are lots of collections of 
erotica out there made for and by 
queer women, but most of them 
elicit groans instead of moans, full 
of cliche situations and nearly 
clinical descriptions of sexual acts. 
So it is a pleasure to report that 
not only are the stories in this vol¬ 
ume unique and sexy, but most 
contain the elements of great 
writing: plot, conflict, tension and 
character development. As New¬ 
man states in her introduction, 
“Lesbian erotica should combine 
high quality writing and hot sex.” 
Well, there you go! 

With settings running the 
gamut from urban alleys to rural 
stables to Hell, there is something 
for everyone. Characters include 
the usual femmes and hutches, 
straight girls experimenting and 
longtime girlfriends. There are 
also fag dykes, carny folk, ’80s 
mall girls and even a Jack the Rip¬ 
per-obsessed Victorian sadist. 

The stories are not set out in 
any type of discernable order, so if 
the reader wants a story with 
bondage or gender-play, she has to 
hunt around. This allows for the 
happy accident of exposing one¬ 
self to a fantasy that might have 
been unappealing in its descrip¬ 
tion but arousing once given a 
chance. Several pieces fit that de¬ 
scription. For example, “Our 
Women Know What To Do” is 
about a straight woman dating a 
Muslim Turkish man who wants 
her to wax her pubic hair. Yeah, 
that sounds like crap, rubbing my 
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feminist beliefs the wrong way in¬ 
stead of rubbing my feminine bits 
the right way. But the story is sen¬ 
sual, sexy, and revealing, with lots 
of tasty lady-loving. 

“The Trick” is about a woman 
frustrated with her girlfriend, so 
she picks up a prostitute. This 
brings up all kinds of issues 
around sex work and exploitation. 
The story is raw and brutal, but it 
is also very hot fantasy-material. 
The details are current and vi¬ 
brant, from the slang used, to the 
50 Cent song playing, to the de¬ 
scription of rolling a blunt. 

My favorite story in this vol¬ 
ume is “Envy” by Teresa Lamai. It 
grabbed me from the first line: 
“The moment I saw Aracelli, I de¬ 
cided I hated her.” A story about 
dance students in a highly com¬ 
petitive program who turn to each 
other for support and affection, it 
is taut, dramatic and surprising. 
It’s full of evocative details of the 
lovers’ surroundings and their 
physiological response to one an- 

cheap drinks, kickass music 
mashups /electro/rocknroll 

THURSDAYS 
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1723 polk @ Washington 
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other, for example: “I felt my clit 
struggling fitfully against my 
tights, like a tiny captured bird.” 
“Envy” stands out as not just fine 
erotica, but a fantastic short story. 

Bad girls 

Heartbreaking and vicious, 
“Una” and “Roulette” are stories 
about falling for the wrong girl, 
but damn is that woman hot. 
These pieces are interesting be¬ 
cause they help to demystify the 
attraction to bad girls, and the 
gut-wrenching because the bad 
girls don’t redeem themselves in 
the end. They ruthlessly go after 
what they want, leaving tears and 
unsatisfied lovers in their wake. 

A couple of challenging stories 
about gender identity are present¬ 
ed in a straightforward and em¬ 
powering way. In “Fags Like Us,” 
the reader is treated to the won¬ 
derfully filthy and forbidden 
world of gay men’s sex clubs taken 
over for the night by dykes and 
transmen. The description of the 
butch bear and his boy would 
make some gay guys I know blush. 
In “Boxer Briefs,” Bradley rebels 
against her girlfriend refusing to 
accept her yearning for men’s 
clothes and style by wearing boxer 
briefs and packing a dildo to 
work. 

There are a couple of clunkers. 
At least two have very mechanical 
and unimaginative sexual descrip¬ 
tions caught in a bare-bones story 
structure. But since there is such a 
broad variety of sexual interests, 
the stories that I didn’t care for 
could easily become someone 
else’s sticky pages. 

This is a fabulous addition to 
anybody’s smut collection. I 
would recommend it not just to 
lesbians trying to warm up the 
bed, but also their gay male 
friends who don’t know what the 
heck two women do in bed — or 
even worse, think they do know. 
This book is eye-opening and ed¬ 
ucational as well as being delight¬ 
ful one-handed reading. ▼ 
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Back to Jonestown 


'The People's Temple' re-created at Berkeley Repertory Theatre 


by Richard Dodds 


| f you were regularly praised 
v as a combination of Martin 
Luther King Jr., Albert Ein¬ 
stein, Angela Davis, and Mao Ze¬ 
dong, maybe it’s not such an un¬ 
thinkable leap to see yourself as 
a vessel of heaven as well. But the 
Rev. Jim Jones didn’t stop there, 
eventually instructing his flock 
to accept him as their sole heav¬ 
enly father. 

So, who was heaping praise 
on the man who would soon lead 
900 of his followers to their 
death in the Guyana jungle? 
Count the late SF Mayor George 
Moscone in the cheering squad, 
along with the more recent 
mayor Willie Brown. The daily 
newspapers also liked what they 
saw, up to a point, but then were 
too intimidated to investigate the 
increasingly strange behavior 
surrounding the People’s Tem¬ 
ple. And then, virtually 
overnight, the San Francisco 
congregation picked up and 
moved to the death camp known 
as Jonestown. 

It was a sensational story in 
1978, but that’s not the approach 
taken by The People’s Temple at 
Berkeley Rep. Combining histor¬ 
ical documentation with newly 
conducted interviews, this im¬ 
portant world premiere seeks to 
put the events in a context that 
makes some sense out of the 


madness. The production offers 
its revelations in a steady, sober 
march toward a tragedy made 
more affecting because it’s pre¬ 
sented as individual stories. 

Director Leigh Fondakowski 
was head writer on The Laramie 
Project, a title she also holds on 
The People’s Temple. The new 
show lacks some of the dramatic 
impact of the earlier work, not 
only because it’s more about his¬ 
tory than current headlines, but 
because many of the characters 
lack the easily identifiable 
iconography of the Laramie cast: 
preacher, sheriff, bartender, 
nurse, etc. In The People’s Temple, 
it’s not always easy to recall char¬ 
acters already introduced. 

There are important excep¬ 
tions, When James Carpenter 
and Lauren Klein are playing the 
parents of two daughters lost to 
Jonestown, speaking with the 


My Own Wife 

<4 Arts cover 

joyed. He was still struggling with 
the Charlotte von Mahlsdorf ma¬ 
terial when someone suggested 
that he use his first-hand experi¬ 
ences with von Mahlsdorf as the 
framework for the play. In other 
words, Doug Wright would be¬ 
come a character named Doug 
Wright. 
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tremulous calm of years of re¬ 
flection, we always know where 
we are. This is also true of John 
McAdams, who plays Jim Jones’ 
haunted son, who missed the 
massacre because of a basketball 
game. He also takes on the role of 
Jim Jones himself with an un¬ 
forced charisma. 

Played out on a set of endless 
file cabinets that become stand- 
ins for coffins, The People’s Tem¬ 
ple doesn’t have quite the mo¬ 
mentum for its three hours on 
the stage. But it’s a drama with 
staying power, as the collision of 
the preventable and inevitable 
play out over and over again. ▼ 


The People’s Temple will run 
at Berkeley Rep through May 
29. Tickets are $10-$55. Call 
(510) 647-2949 or go to 
berkeleyrep.org. 


The newly unblocked Wright 
called upon director Kaufman 
and actor Mays to join him at the 
Sundance Theatre Lab in Utah to 
brainstorm, and starting from 
theatrical scratch, a play began to 
form. 

“We were all such good friends 
before the production,” Wright 
said, “that we feared it would ei¬ 
ther cement our relationships for¬ 
ever or turn us into the bitterest of 
enemies. We’re closer than ever.” 

In fact, a few days after this in¬ 
terview, Wright, Kaufman, and 
Mays were heading to Poland to 
present I Am My Own Wife at a 
theater festival. 

“On closing night,” the play¬ 
wright said, “they’re having a 
party for us at one of the few clubs 
in Krakow known to be hospitable 
to a gay and lesbian clientele. It’s 
being hosted by Krakow’s leading, 
if not only, drag queen, and 
they’re hoping to get other tran- 
nies there, but the rumor has it 
that there are so few of them in 
Krakow they’re going to have to 
bus them in from Warsaw.” 

Gay homage 

Because he is a character in his 
own play, and that character de¬ 
scribes himself as someone who 
“grew up gay in the Bible Belt,” / 
Am My Own Wife is his most 
“out” play. 

“But my very first play that I 
wrote when I was still in college 
dealt pretty candidly with homo¬ 
sexuality, so I always felt in a way 
that my sexual identity has been 
indivisible from my writing. I 
hope that all the work has what 
we precariously call a ‘gay aes¬ 
thetic’ and a sense of homage to 
gay writers who have come before 
me.” 

Wright’s next project is “an¬ 
other piece you could say ascribes 
to a certain gay aesthetic,” he said. 
It’s a musical adaptation of the 
cult 1975 documentary Grey Gar¬ 
dens, about Jackie Kennedy’s 
cousin and aunt who shut them- 


Out There 

M page 30 

this is a parody site. 

“What a difference no gay 
makes! No more wondering if that 
leading man kissing that beautiful 
blonde likes girls or not. With The 
Straight Acting Company, you 
know! He may be pretty, but he’s 
all man — and he can prove it!” 



John McAdams takes on the role of Jim Jones with unforced charisma. 



Charlotte von Mahlsdorf lived openly as a transvestite in East Berlin. 


selves off from the world in their 
decaying Long Island estate. 

“I think I was tantalized be¬ 
cause it’s a film I adore, and adapt¬ 
ing it into a musical seemed like it 
would either be absolutely genius 
or a complete shipwreck. Those, I 
think, are the kind of projects to 
pursue.” 

Happily partnered with singer- 
songwriter David Clement, and 
with a career in high gear, the 
playwright is smiling a lot these 


days. 

“It finally feels, after slaving at 
this for 20 years, that when people 
ask what I do, I can say ‘play¬ 
wright’ and not feel like I’m hedg¬ 
ing anymore.” ▼ 


I Am My Own Wife will run May 
3-29 at the Curran Theatre. 
Tickets are $40-$72. Call 512- 
7770 or go to bestofbroadway- 
sf.com. 


The SAC season includes such 
hetero gems as Twelve Angry Men, 
Run for Your Wife and South Pacif¬ 
ic, in which we are promised 
“‘There Is Nothing Like a Dame’ 
like you’ve never heard it before: 
sung by a completely straight male 
chorus.” OK, now we know it’s a 
parody site. 

• And now, a special, intimate 
look into our mailbag. 

“Dear de Roberto, 


“She was drinking buddies 
with Pope John Paul II. With 
him gone, I was afraid we’d lost 
our most strident voice of caring 
and compassion at the Vatican. 
Great news! Dame Edna used to 
play pinochle in Potsdam with the 
new Benedict XVI. He calls her 
‘Saint Edna.’ She calls him ‘Eggs.’ 
“Beep beep! 

“Love, 

“Strange” T 
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Last call at the Kurt Weill saloon 

Bebe Neuwirth to star in 1 Here Lies Jenn / at Post St. Theatre 


by Richard Dodds 


, ^ he New York reviews for 
Bebe Neuwirth’s Here Lies 
Jenny were all over the 
place, and... 

“I don’t want to talk about 
that,” Neuwirth said. “I don’t com¬ 
ment on the reviews because I 
don’t read them.” 

But then she did comment, a 
bit. 

“It’s interesting. You 
say they were all over the 
place. Well, like I say, 
everybody’s going to 
have a different percep¬ 
tion of what happened 
that night at that bar.” 

That bar is a last-stop 
watering hole where a 
tattered woman 
spends the night 
telling her stories via 
the music of Kurt 
Weill, with a little help from a pi¬ 
anist and two rough denizens of 
the bar. Beyond that, Neuwirth 
concedes, it’s not an easy show to 
describe. 

“It’s not Bebe and her boys. It’s 
not a revue. It’s not a lesson in 
Kurt Weill. There’s no linear story, 
but each song is necessitated by 
the previous one. We learn all 
kinds of things about this 
woman, and yet it’s just our im¬ 
pressions. Our director says the 
show is like a poem, but it’s not a 
cerebral exercise for only intellec¬ 
tuals. All you need to bring to this 
show is an open heart and an 
open mind.” 

The 70-minute show began 
last year as a late-night entertain¬ 
ment performed three times a 
week at a small Manhattan the¬ 
ater. Business was good, the run 
was extended, and the perfor¬ 
mances moved into prime time. 
The upcoming engagement at the 
Post Street Theatre is the first — 


and so far the only one planned 
— following the New York run. 

It really does seem more than 
just another show for Neuwirth. 
“This is a very profound and deep 
experience for a lot of us involved 
with it,” Neuwirth said from New 
York during a break in rehearsals. 
“It’s the kind of thing you just 
don’t want to say goodbye to. It 
lives in us all the time.” 

The idea for the show began as 
Neuwirth was looking for songs 
for some possible fu¬ 
ture project. “It seemed 
like the music was 
heavy on the Kurt Weill 
side, but I didn’t want 
to just stand at a micro¬ 
phone singing a bunch 
of songs. And I certain¬ 
ly was not going to tell 
people about my 
life, like people do 
in one-person 
shows. The only 
persons allowed to do that are 
Elaine Stritch and Patti LuPone.” 

She turned for help to actor- 
director Roger Rees, a frequent 
guest star on Cheers, where 
Neuwirth created an indelible im¬ 
pression as Lilith Sternin-Crane. 
Ann Reinking, her co-star from 
Chicago on Broadway, joined up 
to stage the dances. “They’re not 
dance numbers,” Neuwirth ad¬ 
vised. “This is what these people 
would do if they were in this sa¬ 
loon.” 

The 20 or so Weill songs come 
from a variety of sources and mu¬ 
sicals, and the lyricists include 
Bertolt Brecht, Alan Jay Lerner, 
Langston Hughes, Ogden Nash, 
and Ira Gershwin. “Whatever bril¬ 
liant lyricist Weill was working 
with, I feel all these songs contain 
a duality of some kind, an irony of 
some kind, and I think they are all 
emotionally rich and fearless.” 

Some of this was missing when 
Neuwirth starred as Pirate Jenny 



Dear John 

' Lennon' deified onstage 


by Richard Dodds 


he musical known as 
f Lennon is a little bit Broad¬ 
way and a little bit rock and 
roll. And that adds up to a little bit 
intriguing and a little bit not-so- 
hot. 

But just the effort to tell the 
story of John Lennon is a brave 
undertaking, dealing with an indi¬ 
vidual of towering influence, edgy 
personality, complicated artistry, 
and a deifying death. Plus there’s 
a protective widow watching from 
the wings. 

Whatever form employed to 
tell the story, it goes without say¬ 
ing that the most important com¬ 
ponent is the music, comprised al¬ 
most entirely of Lennon’s post- 
Beatles work. Unfortunately, it 
does need to be said because, in 
the Broadway-bound Lennon, the 
musical sound never quite hits 
high gear. Even though the stage is 
set up more like a rock concert 
than a Broadway musical, with a 
synthesizer-enhanced band on 
stage, the musicians don’t find 
much power in the watery 
arrangements of songs that can 
defy theatricality. 

Nor do the nine members of 



Actors Chad Kimball, Julie Danao. 


the cast, all of whom variously play 
Lennon, bring much authenticity 
to the songs. While it was probably 
wise not to have a single performer 
carry the show as Lennon, the 
communal approach dissipates a 
focusing energy — at least it does 

page 45 ► 


in ACT’s 1999 production of The 
Three-Penny Opera. That experi¬ 
ence was “a little bit frustrating,” 
she said, because the direction 
“came more from an intellectual 
concept than making it truthful 
on an emotional level.” 

Asked why Weill material is so 
potent for her, she offered an art- 
museum analogy. “Somebody 
stands and weeps in front of 
Renoir, somebody stands and 
weeps in front of Cassatt, and 
somebody stands and weeps in 
front of Van Gogh. When I see an 
Egon Schiele, I go, ‘Oh my God, I 
get it. I get it.’ It just feels familiar 
on a soul level. Even spiritual.” 

Somewhat more prosaic, per¬ 
haps, is Neuwirth’s role as an as¬ 
sistant DA on Law and Order: 
Trial by Jury, the latest in NBC’s 
successful franchise. She only con¬ 
sidered the show because it’s shot 
in New York, and she didn’t seem 
too concerned whether or not it 
gets picked up for another season. 

“I’m not going to lie to you,” 
she said. “My first love is to be 
dancing on a stage.” 

But there are no Broadway 
projects in the works — at least 
not at this very moment. “You can 
probably tell by now I’m not one 
of those people who scheme and 
plot out their course. Depending 
on what angle you’re looking at it 
from, it’s either a lazy attitude or a 
Zen attitude. I prefer to think it’s 
Zen.” 

For more info on Here Lies 
Jenny, call 771-6900 or go to post- 
streettheatre.com. 

Short scenes 

• The Magic Theatre launches 
Hothouse ’ 05 , its second annual 
festival of new plays, with The 
Rules of Charity. Opening April 
30, Joe Belluso’s play follows the 
everyday absurdities of a disabled 
gay man who is also facing evic¬ 
tion. Call 441-8822 or go to mag- 
ictheatre.org. 

• The Boys from Syracuse, 
Rodgers and Hart’s 1937 variation 
on Shakespeare, is the final show 
in 42nd Street Moon’s season. The 
musical, opening April 30 at the 
Eureka Theatre, is one of the bet¬ 
ter-known selections for the 
troupe that presents staged con¬ 
certs of seldom-seen musicals. 
Call 978-2787 or go to 42ndst- 
moon.org. ▼ 



'It's not Bebe and her boys. It's not a revue. It's not a lesson in Kurt Weill/ 


Richard Dodds can be reached 
at BARstage@aol.com. 
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John Schlesinger express 

William J. Mann serves up tasty account of the late director 


by Matthew Kennedy 


Edge of Midnight: The Life of 
John Schlesinger by William J. 
Mann; Billboard Books, $27.95 

he British film, television, 
|I and opera director John 
1 Schlesinger (1926-2003) 
never found the right tempo. 
Bombs and disappointments came 
more regularly than hits, while his 
best work is approached with 
qualified praise. But there is much 
to admire, and it is on abundant. 
display in William J. Mann’s Edge 
of Midnight: The Life of John 
Schlesinger, recently published by 
Billboard Books. Mann (Wise- 
cracker, Behind the Screen: How 
Gays and Lesbians Shaped Holly¬ 
wood, 1910-1969) became a friend 
and documentarian as Schlesinger 
lived his last two years as a stroke 
patient in Palm Springs. As a re¬ 
sult, there is a loose, conversation¬ 
al tone to the book that places it 
somewhere between biography 
and memoir. The effect makes for 
a pleasurable read: easy, chatty, and 
filled with incident. You know 
John Schlesinger when this book is 
over. 

He grew up the son of a dentist 
in Hampstead. Amidst middle- 
class respectability, he felt the 
twinge of difference that marks 
the childhood of so many gay 
boys. He never apologized or sen¬ 
sationalized his homosexuality, 


but rather courageously integrat¬ 
ed it into his life and later into his 
films. He thrived at theatrical per¬ 
formances at Oxford while dis¬ 
covering the pleasures of non¬ 
committal sex and fast-burning 
affairs. He showed promise as a 
documentary filmmaker with the 
BBC, then joined the ranks of tal¬ 
ented young Englishmen Tony 
Richardson, Lindsay Anderson, 
and Karl Reisz, making interesting 
movies on a shoestring. Their 
work in the early ’60s came to be 
known as the British New Wave, a 
bracing genre filled with narrow 
rowhouses, industrial smoke¬ 
stacks, and laboring-class angst. 

Mann charts Schlesinger’s rise 
among his compatriots, offering 
an assessment of their competitive 
ambitions. Schlesinger’s ’63 Billy 
Liar has become a minor classic, 
capturing the fantasy life of a 
peon (the perfect Tom Courtenay) 
in a bleak world. Schlesinger in¬ 
vests such dry-eyed warmth in the 
film that it circumvents sentimen¬ 
tality to achieve a rare humanity. 
The merits of his ’65 Swinging 
London breakthrough hit Darling 
will be debated as long as there are 
movies. Mann appears ambiva¬ 
lent, highlighting the obviousness 
of Darling s message as well as its 
flaws in technique and psycholo¬ 
gy. But it remains “highly enter¬ 
taining, well-written, sharply di¬ 
rected” and “a fascinating docu¬ 
ment of a period.” Malcolm the 
photographer, played by 
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Schlesinger’s friend Roland Cur- 
ram, is the first happy, well-ad¬ 
justed homosexual of modern 
British cinema. The decadence 
therein looks quaint today, and 
Schlesinger grew to abhor the 
film, but Mann remains in awe of 
star Julie Christie’s mesmerism. 

Schlesinger never repeated 
himself, insuring that his dossier 
became a patchwork of genres and 
mediums. He stumbled with his 
first color Hollywood picture, the 
languid idyll Far from the Madding 
Crowd. His next movie, 1969’s 
Midnight Cowboy, should by all 
logic age badly. Derelict streetpeo- 
ple are no longer a novelty in this 
post-Reaganomics world, yet even 
now we feel Schlesinger’s quiet 
rage at what he saw of America’s 
dispossessed in New York City. 
The performances of Jon Voight 
and Dustin Hoffman offer an 
electric jolt with each viewing; 
their love story is neither sexual 
nor platonic, but something more 
emotionally transcendent. It 
seems no coincidence that the 
making and success of Midnight 
Cowboy coincide with the meeting 
of Michael Childers, the hand¬ 
some, bright UCLA film student 
who would become Schlesinger’s 


life-partner. 

Schlesinger’s reputation has 
suffered considerably since his ca¬ 
reer peak with Midnight Cowboy. 
There was Sunday, Bloody Sunday 
in 1971, which I believe Mann 
overpraises as Schlesinger’s mas¬ 
terpiece. This story of a gay man 
(Peter Finch), a straight woman 
(Glenda Jackson) and the bisexu¬ 
al man they both love (Murray 
Head) caused quite the fuss, and 
they’re still talking about that 
close-up kiss between Finch and 
Head. Schlesinger maintained that 
Sunday was autobiographical, and 
Mann scored a coup in getting an 
interview with John Steiner, the 
elusive pre-Childers lover who in¬ 
spired Head’s character. The Day 
of the Locust (’75) is intermittent¬ 
ly dazzling, but always evocative of 
the underbelly of ’30s Hollywood. 
Again, Schlesinger draws easy 
symbolic references to decay and 
spiritual emptiness, earning the 
nickname “John Sledgehammer.” 
The overlong Yanks with Richard 
Gere and Vanessa Redgrave is 
frankly dull, and what was he 
thinking with Honky Tonk Free¬ 
way? 

The downward spiral was in¬ 
terrupted with promising up¬ 
drafts such as Marathon Man with 
Dustin Hoffman, The Falcon and 
the Snowman with Sean Penn, An 
Englishman Abroad, and the ec¬ 
centric Cold Comfort Farm, but he 
never regained preeminent status 
among directors. He moved to 
television and opera with occa¬ 
sional success, highlighted by stag¬ 
ings of The Tales of Hoffmann with 
Placido Domingo, Der Rosenkava- 
lier with Kiri Te Kanawa, and a 
startlingly good small-screen 
treatment of Separate Tables with 
his Madding Crowd stars Julie 
Christie and Alan Bates. Still, the 
slide continued from the Santeria- 
inspired The Believers to the 
Melanie Griffith (!) thriller Pacific 


Heights, to the exploitive Sally 
Field revenge drama Eye for an 
Eye. Schlesinger hit bottom at the 
end with The Next Best Thing. 
Even his loyalists had difficulty 
swallowing Rupert Everett as a gay 
man who drunkenly impregnates 
Madonna, who then hooks up 
with Benjamin Bratt for a 
grotesque lavender hybrid of Jules 
and Jim and Kramer vs. Kramer. 

Schlesinger loved to direct, and 
guided several actresses to their 
best work. He Counted many 
among his extended family, yet he 
frequently preferred exclusively 
homosocial gatherings. He didn’t 
just love men physically, he loved 
their minds, their humor, and the 
easy camaraderie of their compa¬ 
ny. If he had a capacity for misog¬ 
yny, it did not reveal itself easily. 
Edge of Midnight is filled with one 
actress (and actor) after another 
offering paeans to Schlesinger’s 
talent, wit, and heart. “I just love 
him,” said Julie Christie between 
tears during one of their last meet¬ 
ings, “always have.” Eileen Atkins 
cherishes their visit to a “transsex¬ 
ual boutique” in search of “huge, 
wobbly tits.” Glenda Jackson was 
endeared by his insecurity. Kaye 
Ballard playing yenta to 
Schlesinger and Childers is a hoot. 
When she says, “Oh my, Michael 
was a cute little fella!” you can 
practically see her lips smacking. 

Mann employs a neat framing 
device. He begins his chapters 
with a relevant anecdote from the 
“present,” i.e. his time with 
Childers, nurse Maureen Danson, 
and a frail Schlesinger. The bulk of 
each chapter then takes up wher¬ 
ever the last one left off. The 
choice is not disorienting, but cin¬ 
ematic and personalizing. When 
Edge of Midnight is over, you may 
feel like you’ve passed some time 
under the Palm Spring sun, ab¬ 
sorbing both its light and the re¬ 
membrances of a singular man. T 


Good thing from Munich 

Christian Thielemann tackles Bruckner 5th 


by Tim Pfaff 


or anyone bored witless, 
then scared shitless, by the 
Vatican shenanigans of the 
past month, it’s a major consola¬ 
tion to hear something come out 
of Munich besides a new Pope 
with a lethally negative doctrine 
about homosexuals. If I were a 
Roman queer, I’d be steering clear 
of the Popemobile for the dura¬ 
tion of the new papacy. It’s already 
running. 

My eyes actually teared up 
when I read conductor Christian 
Theilemann write, in the notes to 
his meltingly beautiful new 
recording of Bruckner’s Sympho¬ 
ny No. 5 (DG), “I’m not a 
Catholic.” That statement alone 
could shorten his tenure as the 
new music director of the Munch- 
ner Philharmoniker, even if his 
predecessor, James Levine was, 
Gott in Himmel, a Jew. “It doesn’t 
matter what faith one belongs to.” 

The context of his remark was 
the pointlessness of speculating 
how “Catholic” the symphonies of 
the mystically devout Bruckner 
(the Austrian Messiaen of his day) 
are, and therefore what the prop- 



Thielemann achieves the sublime. 


er performing venues for them 
are. Thielemann clearly thinks this 
music belongs out in the world. 
His more interesting observation 
is that the pauses that are such 
characteristic features of Bruckn¬ 
er’s instrumental music might re¬ 
flect the extent to which Bruckner 
did his musical thinking and com¬ 
posing at the organ. 

The pauses, Thielemann spec¬ 
ulates, are like those an organist 
would make to change registra¬ 


tion: to create new sounds. “The 
organ’s characteristic sonority 
found its way, at least to a certain 
extent, into his treatment of the 
orchestra,” he adds, backing it up 
with this live performance of the 
symphony (from his inaugural 
concert with the orchestra last Oc¬ 
tober) that bears it out in strains 
of the most sublime beauty. He 
plays the Munich Philharmonic 
like a master organist, achieving 
that sublime, superhuman breath¬ 
lessness only the organ can deliv¬ 
er. 

I read the note after my first, 
rapt listening to the symphony, 
which was an experience of unal¬ 
loyed wonder. BBC Legends’ re¬ 
lease of a 1971 live performance of 
the work under Jascha Horenstein 
had moved the symphony several 
notches up my favorites list, and I 
thought I’d never hear a perfor¬ 
mance to surpass it. Suddenly, si¬ 
multaneously, there are two: in 
addition to Thielemann’s, yet an¬ 
other live performance, with the 
Vienna Philharmonic under 
Nikolaus Harnoncourt last July 
(with a fascinating bonus CD of 
rehearsal segments). If you’re a 
Bruckner lover, you can’t be with- 
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What a Day for a daydream 

Eight vintage Doris Day movies collected on DVD 


by John F. Karr 


oris Day made 40 movies 
during her 20-year career, 
but only a handful are avail¬ 
able on DVD. So the new Doris 
Day Collection will be a boon for 
fans (Warner Bros., $88.92; titles 
also available singly). The eight 
movies in the collection are a 
somewhat curious choice of five 
musicals, two lightweight come¬ 
dies and one noir-tinged melo¬ 
drama. Ranging from the begin¬ 
ning to the end of Day’s career, 
they demonstrate for better or 
worse her range as an actress. 

The black-and-white Young 
Man with a Horn was released in 
1950. Doris Day is only a support¬ 
ing player here. The movie’s first 
half is besotted with music as 
trumpeter Kirk Douglas rises to 
fame. But the second half turns to 
melodrama as Douglas falls for a 
hollow Park Avenue dame. Young 
Man lands in the gutter before he’s 
rescued by his love of music — 
and by Doris Day, the good 
woman who’s loved him all along. 
The heartless dame is a splendid¬ 
ly campy and stern role for Lauren 
Bacall, but this romantic hokum is 
no match for the movie’s earlier, 
gritty and fascinating tour of the 
dives, boites and classy clubs of a 
jazz world that’s now long gone. 

The next year, Day made Lulla¬ 
by of Broadway. It’s a delightful 
surprise. I’m a sucker for Gene 


Nelson (pun intended), and this 
unpretentious movie’s string of 
song-and-dance duets for the 
handsome hoofer and Ms. Day 
kept me smiling. The backstage 
story is pabulum, as is the bluster¬ 
ing of S.Z. Sakai, but both are 
whisked off for more wisecracks 
from an entertaining bunch of 
character actors, headed by Billy 
De Wolfe. Gladys George plays 
Day’s mother, a broken-down, al¬ 
coholic former star, with a singing 
voice — no, a singing croak — 
that’s a couple octaves lower than 
Elaine Stritch’s. The songs may be 
oldies but goodies, but they’re 
nimbly presented, with lots of tap¬ 
ping trading off with straw-hat ’n’ 
soft-shoe. The numbers are con¬ 
sistently charming. Charm was 
Doris Day’s strong point. 

Love Me or Leave Me paired 
Day with James Cagney in a fairly 
truthful bio of the 1920s songbird 
known as America’s Sweetheart, 
Ruth Etting. Nobody remembers 
her these days, but she was fea¬ 
tured in the Ziegfeld Follies, 
starred in Broadway shows, and 
made lots of recordings and a 
couple of movies before her career 
went bust. It had been forcibly 
though unnecessarily boosted by 
her gangster boyfriend, and it was 
ended when he shot her lover. Et- 
ting’s sweet image couldn’t survive 
the scandal. The story’s drama 
provided a stretch for Day, whose 
idea of serious acting was to 
frown. She’s good. But the disc in¬ 


cludes as a Bonus two short 
movies of the real Ruth Etting, 
which show Day’s limitation. Et- 
ting’s voice takes on tragedy, 
where Day’s merely stops twin¬ 
kling. 

Calamity Jane was Warner 
Brothers’ attempt to duplicate for 
Doris the success Betty Hutton 
had in the film of Annie Get Your 
Gun. Even though Day’s butch act 
is exhausting as she tries to outdo 
Hutton’s frenetic Annie Oakley, 
Day’s movie is more fun. Its songs 
are mighty sprightly (even if an¬ 
tecedents for most of them can be 
clearly traced to both AGYG and 
Oklahoma ). The big hit was “Se¬ 
cret Love,” but I have a fondness 
for “Higher than a Hawk,” a virile 
ballad Howard Keel swaggers 
through. “A Woman’s Touch,” in 
which Doris learns how to be 
girlie, is a campy highlight — its 
old-fashioned gender stereotyping 
is set to such a perky tune you’ll 
wanna sashay in a gingham skirt 
purty quick. And there’s a sassy 
drag routine —under her bustle, 
this queen’s got a “Hive Full of 
Honey.” 

Jane jumps through 10 tunes in 
a mostly nimble 100 minutes. 
Day’s last musical, the 1962 circus 
extravaganza Jumbo, takes 127 
minutes to deliver a miserly eight 
songs. The original stage version 
of Jumbo had only five Rodgers 
and Hart songs (though these in¬ 
cluded the standards-to-be “My 
Romance,” “Little Girl Blue” and 


Just Joni 


by Gregg Shapiro 

s a music reviewer, I invari¬ 
ably find myself embroiled 
S in discussions about my fa¬ 
vorite performers, songwriters, 
musicians and ultimate desert-is¬ 
land discs on a regular basis. 
While I am loathe to commit to a 
DID list, I almost never hesitate to 
cite Joni Mitchell as one of my fa¬ 
vorites in P/S/M category. I’ve 
seen her live a few times, I own 
every CD she’s released, and fre¬ 
quently quote her lyrics. 

When I mention Joni Mitchell 
to almost anyone, gay or straight, 
in the adult age range, her 1971 
breakthrough album Blue is fre¬ 
quently mentioned as the ultimate 
Joni touchstone. That’s all well 
and good, but it was released 34 
years ago. Mitchell has released a 
dozen more studio albums of al¬ 
most exclusively original material 
since, including her ’79 Charles 
Mingus collaboration, and albums 
on which she has re-imagined her 
own songs, and those of others, in 
orchestral settings. It’s safe to say 
there are many more colors to her 
palette. 

Her personal “revision” albums 
were 2000’s Both Sides Now and 
’02’s Travelogue. Mitchell has re¬ 
cently been culling from her cata¬ 
log to create a series of compila¬ 
tions that function as themed an¬ 
thologies. Fans and newcomers 
got a taste of Mitchell’s skills in 
this realm with the ’96 collections 
Hits and Misses. While I know any 
•number of Mitchell-heads would 
swoon over a massive, career-ret¬ 
rospective box set, there was the 
hard-won ’03 four-disc The Com¬ 
plete Geffen Recordings assemblage 
that beautifully presented her un¬ 


derrated and daring Geffen al¬ 
bums Wild Things Run Fast, Dog 
Eat Dog, Chalk Mark in a Rain¬ 
storm, and Night Ride Home, with 
original artwork and a searing 
music-industry indictment in the 
CD booklet. 

2004 saw the release of The Be¬ 
ginning of Survival and Dream¬ 
land, two exquisite single-disc sets 
that gathered Mitchell’s songs to¬ 
gether in new settings. Survival is 
especially notable for the inclu¬ 
sion of “Tax Free,” a still-timely 
song nearly 20 years after its re¬ 
lease. Mitchell, a longtime friend 
of the LGBT community, rails 
against corrupt politicians and in¬ 
sidious religious leaders, declar¬ 
ing, “Fuck it! Tonight I’m going 
dancing, with the drag queens and 
the punks.” 

By current count, three more 
Joni Mitchell-related collections 
are now available. Songs Chosen by 
her Friends & Fellow Musicians 
(Hear Music/Rhino) is exactly 
what its name suggests. When you 
have friends & fellow musicians 
like k.d. lang, Prince, Elvis Costel¬ 
lo, Bob Dylan, Chaka Khan, Seal, 
and Donald Fagen and Walter 
Becker of Steely Dan making the 
selections, you can’t go wrong. I 
was especially delighted by lang’s 
selection of “Black Crow,” and 
Chaka Khan’s inclusion of “Two 
Grey Rooms,” which Mitchell has 
said is about a gay man admiring 
another man from afar. 

Also telling, but in a complete¬ 
ly different way, is Joni Mitchell’s 
Artist’s Choice (Hear 
Music/Rhino) set, in which the 
legendary singer/songwriter 
opens up and shares “music that 
matters to her” with her fans and 
others. Beginning with Debussy’s 
“Claire de Lune” and continuing 



Mitchefr dancing with drag queens. 

with Duke Ellington, Billie Holi¬ 
day and Miles Davis, the compila¬ 
tion also includes, not surprising¬ 
ly, selections by Dylan, Steely Dan, 
Leonard Cohen, Marvin Gaye, 
Ray Charles, Etta James, and un¬ 
expected tunes by New Radicals 
and Deep Forest. 

Finally, the baker’s dozen 
tracks on Songs of a Prairie Girl 
(Reprise/Rhino/Asylum/None¬ 
such) are described as Mitchell’s 
contributions to the May ’05 ob¬ 
servances of the Saskatchewan 
centennial. Songs such as “Chero¬ 
kee Louise,” “Come in from the 
Cold,” “Song for Sharon,” “Let the 
Wind Carry Me” and “Ray’s Dad’s 
Cadillac” are stellar evocations of 
youth that ground the assortment 
in a particular period and induce 
a sensation of nostalgia. “Chinese 
Cafe,” “River” and “Raised on 
Robbery” address equally person¬ 
al, but somewhat more adult 
themes. 

The benefit of having these cu¬ 
rated discs is that there is the dis¬ 
tinct possibility Mitchell’s audi¬ 
ence will grow exponentially. Still, 

I can’t help but wish to find an 
album of new songs at the end of 
this musical rainbow. T 


“The Most Beautiful Girl in the 
World”), and was so inflated with 
Big Top talent that Actor’s Equity 
classified it as a circus, not a musi¬ 
cal. Paying some heed, the movie 
interpolated a couple more songs, 
including a well-chosen R&H rar¬ 
ity that’s a wistful duet for Day 
and Martha Raye. But the film¬ 
makers also interpolated too 
much romance and too much cir¬ 
cus. Can a movie be high-spirited 
and gigantic at the same time? Not 
Jumbo. Best par! of this disc is a 
Bonus, an antique, curious tab 
version of the R8cH stage show 
Spring is Here. 

Pajama parties 

Little need be said of the re-is¬ 
sued The Pajama Game. It’s clas¬ 
sic musical comedy with a role tai¬ 
lor-made for Day. It’s a sprightly 
duplication of the Broadway ver¬ 
sion, delivering Bob Fosse’s chore¬ 
ography, virile John Raitt in his 
only full-scale Hollywood outing, 
and a raft of entertaining sup¬ 
porting players. 

Perhaps it helps to be hetero¬ 
sexual when watching the foofy 
marital mix-ups of Please Don’t 
Eat the Daisies (’60). It’s a good 
showcase for Day, but made me 
uncomfortable by wanting to en¬ 
tertain me with the dissolution of 
a marriage. Funny what used to be 
funny: a toddler’s being kept in a 
cage is played for laughs. Aiid get 
this ironic casting. Janis Paige, the 
Broadway star whose role Day 
took in the film version of Pajama 
Game, plays a Broadway star in 
Daisies. Seeing the two together is 
striking. Day is to Paige what Rita 
Moreno was to Chita Rivera, the 
original Anita of West Side Story, 
the Hollywood homogenization 



Day's idea of serious was to frown. 

of a performer with real balls. 

The Glass Bottom Boat (’66), a 
spy caper a la Get Smart, is sunk 
by its stupidity. Co-star Rod Tay¬ 
lor is eye-candy, and Paul Lynde 
provides a hysterical drag routine. 
But the movie’s painful to watch. 

The pleasant blandness that 
was a Doris Day role makes me 
restless in a movie that doesn’t 
have a song or a dance coming up. 
It probably made her restless, too. 
She pulled a Greta Garbo in ’73 
and disappeared to Carmel, 
where, at 81, she still lives in seclu¬ 
sion. T 
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The hideaway you ’re looking for 

Dinner & Weekend Brunch 4123 24 th St. at Castro 
285*5598 call for hours 


CELEBRATING OUR 5TH YEAR! 

$1.25 Domestic Bottled Beer $1.25 
Bud, Bud Light, MGD, Miller Lite & l 

Rolling Rock $1.25 thru May 30! 1 
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THURSDAY NIGHT is LATIN NIGHT! 

CORONA $2.00, MARGARITAS $3.00 

SFBadlands 

18™ STREET NEAR CASTRO / DANCING EVERY NIGHT / EVERYONE WELCOME/MUST BE 21 w 
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Out&About 


Fri 29 

‘Shear Heaven’ / Boys’ Night 
Out @ Elevation Salon & Cafe 

It's "Shear Heaven" at MAX'S "Boys' 

Night Out" — but girls can come too! MAX 
(Mens Associated Exchange) and The Rich- 
mond/Ermet AIDS Foundation present an¬ 
other of their 5th Friday TGIFs at Elevation 
Salon & Cate on April 29. Last year's 


"Club Hairspray" TGIF event, with special 
guest Bruce Vilanch of "Hairspray", was a 
blast and this year's should be even better. 
While this is an official MAX event, the 
doors are open to everyone who likes a good 
time. Hors d'oeuvres, wine, martinis, sur¬ 
prise entertainment, bare-chested hunks 
selling raffle tickets for great prizes, and a 
mini silent auction. Proceeds go to support 
REAF's annual "Help is on the Way" gala 
on August 1st and the 5 AIDS agencies that 
will benefit from that event. $20 at the 


door. 6-9pm. Elevation Salon & Cate, 451 
Bush St. (at Grant Ave.). 

BE’ER NOW 
@ Broadway Studios 

BE'ER NOW, a benefit for Zen Hospice 
Project, featuring Polkacide, The Starlings, 
Leslie Tipton, and Toychestra. Celebrate the 
confluence of two mystical traditions: the 
Buddhist tradition of developing mindful¬ 
ness toward the realization of imperma¬ 
nence and the emptiness of self, and the 
Eastern European tradition of madlydanc- 
ing the polka and drinking foamy, hopped 
beverages until the realization of an empty 
stein is achieved. Sister MaryMae Himm of 
the Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence is Sister 
of Ceremonies. Sharing the stage with 
Polkacide will be the all-woman toy band 
Toychestra; the astonishing aerial ballet of 
duo trapeze act The Starlings accompanied 
by the As Is Brass Band; and the mind- 
bending contortion talents of Leslie Tipton. 
Additional music by DJ Pusser and Taylor 
Pederson on piano. Special guests : Dammit 
the Wonder Dog and her Chicken John. 
$12-$1,000 adv.; $15-$1,000 at door (all 
donations above $15 are tax-deductible). 
Fri., April 29. Doors open 8pm. Broadway 
Studios, 435 Broadway. Info: 
415.648.4112; www.polkacide.com; 
www.zenhospice.org 

Ravenous! @ CounterPULSE 

CounterPULSE (the brand new, relocated 
848 Community Space) presents Ravenous! 
Dinner on the Edge of Your Seat: A Benefit 
for Queeruption 2005. Come hungry ... No! 
Come RAVENOUS ... to this decadent 
cabaret extravaganza. Devour the tasty, 
vegan, organic creations of some of SF's 
most scandalous chefs and enjoy an exhila¬ 
rating variety show featuring circus feats, 
airborne queers, singing queens and hilari¬ 
ous acts. Featured Performers include: 
Mattilda aka Matt Bernstein Sycamore; 
Kirk Read; Lascivious LaRue Sisters; Ash¬ 
ley Brockington of Liquid Fire Productions; 
Zee (queer butoh); and Ray Ferrer aka Miss 
Coco Lopez. This is a benefit for Queerup¬ 
tion, an annual conference of queer activists 
from around the world. $25-$250 sliding 
(NOTAFLOF). Doors at 7pm, dinner at 
8pm. CounterPULSE, 1310 Mission @ 9th 
St. RSVP: ieatqueeruption@yahoo.com. 
Info: www.queeruption.org 

Group Hypnosis for a Great 
Weekend @ Magnet 

Start the weekend off by making choices 
about who you want to be over the next few 
days with a session of deep inner relaxation 
and connection with your subconscious self. 
Raise your energy level; strengthen self-care 
behaviors; support positive attitudes; disen¬ 
gage from negative patterns; focus your at¬ 
tention for productivity; let go of your 
week's stresses and connect with yourself; 
and increase your sense of fun and adven¬ 
ture! Facilitated by Heron Saline, Certified 
Hypnotherapist, specializing in Hypnothera¬ 
py for Gay Men's Issues. Free! 8-9pm. 
Magnet, the gay men's,health center in the 
Castro, located at 4122 - 18th St. Info: 
415-581-4600; www.magnetsf.org 

Alicia Gaspar de Alba 
@ Modern Times Bookstore 

Queer Latina/o Artists' Coalition (QueLA- 
Co) is proud to sponsor the San Francisco 
book reading for Alicia Gaspar de Alba's 
Desert Blood: The Juarez Murders, pub¬ 
lished this spring by Arte Publico Press. 

The novel begins in the summer of 1998. 

For five years over a hundred mangled and 
desecrated bodies have been found dumped 
on the Chihuahua desert outside of Juarez, 
Mexico, just across the river from El Paso, 
Texas. When El Paso native Ivon Villa's 
younger sister gets kidnapped in Juarez, 

Ivon knows that it's up to her to find her 
sister, whatever it takes. Free. 7:30 p.m., 
Fri., April 29. 888 Valencia St. Info: 415- 
282-9246; www.mtbs.com 

Rock Out w/o yr Cock Out 
@ Femina Potens 

Get ready to Rock Out w/o yr Cock Out, the 
monthly queer and progressive rock and ex¬ 
perimental noise event. Tonight: Yes 
Alexander, a solo acoustic artist; Beautiful 
Engines, a drum and bass duo (bassist 
Mark Manning, drummer Karen Sandvoss); 
and Space Vacuum (from outer space), who 
alternate in mood between shoegaze and 
dream pop. Come support women and trans- 
gendered musicians, eat some fish and 
chips, have a beer, and enjoy kick ass per¬ 
formances. $5. April 29 at 9pm. Edinburgh 
Castle (950 Geary). Info: www.femi- 
napotens.com 

Poetry in the Arts 
@ SomArts Gallery 

The National Poetry Association, founded 
and directed by the amazing Herman 
Berlandt, once again brings you its extraor¬ 
dinary program of "Poetry in the Arts," a 
multimedia presentation of the brilliant use 


of poetry. Featuring music by Ted Czuk and 
his GAMUT Band; dance with The National 
Arts Embassy Dance Company; poets includ¬ 
ing Neeli Cherkowski and devorah major; 
theatre with the Hip-Hop Drama Company; 
painting by Kenneth Patchen, Ferlinghetti 
and Blake; and sereening of award-winning 
cine-poems. The event benefits the Cam¬ 
paign to Establish the International Poetry 
Museum. $10 (free for charter members). 
7:30-10:30pm Fri., Apr. 29. SomArts 
Main Gallery & Theatre, 934 Brannan St. 
(near 8 th St.). Info: 415-552-9261. 

SF Decorator Showcase 

The beautiful Presidio Heights mansion at 
One Cherry Street will be transformed by 
the 2005 San Francisco Decorator Show¬ 
case from April 30 to May 30, 2005. A 
special Opening Night preview is on Fri., 
April 29. More than 30 of the Bay Area's 
leading designers will make over the interi¬ 
or and exterior of this elegant home. This 
year's Decorator Showcase will also feature 
an audio tour for visitors. The house is open 
to the public six days and one evening each 
week: 10am-3pm Tue., Wed., Fri. & Sat.; 
10am-7pm on Thu.; and llam-4pm on Sun¬ 
day and Memorial Day, May 30. Showcase 
closed on Mondays (except for Memorial 
Day). Ticketsavailable at the door for $30; 
$25 for seniors. Info: 415-447-5830; 
www.decoratorshowcase.org. 

10 Year Anniversary 
@ Cat Club 

Cat Club 10 Year Anniversary Party. Cele¬ 
brate the impending demise of one of the 
most happening club sites in SF with DJ's 
Melting Girl; Adrian and Mysterious D; 
Otterpop; Jenny FAKE; Hicksmokey; 
Damon; Dangerous Dan; Black. Perfor¬ 
mances by Glamamore; Trixxie Carr, belly 
dancers & stilt walkers. Fri., April 29, 
10pm 'til late. Cat Club, 1190 Folsom St. 

Shadowplay @ The Stud 

Shadowplay, the omnisexuat indie, new 
wave, electro, discopunk club, presents: 
"Left Behind": For those not going to 
Coachella. Dance to the best of Coachella 
music, and more, with DJ Donimo and 
guests. No cover this week only. No sun¬ 
shine, none of the hassle of the Coachella 
Festival. Drink Specials. Fri. April 29 at 
the Stud, 399 9th St at Harrison St. 9pm- 
3am. Info: shadowplaysf.com 



Veronica Klaus 
@ Michael’s Octavia Lounge 

Just in time for summer, Veronica Klaus hosts 
"Something Cool", offering great live jazz, 
blues and cabaret every Saturday night with 
her trio featuring Tammy L. Hall and special 
guests who drop in to say hello and lend their 
talents. Delicious late night food served until 
1:30am flyn Friday and Saturdays. Ongoing 
Saturday nights beginning April 30. $8 cover. 
10:30pm showtime. Michael's Octavia 
Lounge, 1772 Market St @ Octavia Blvd. 
Reservations: 415-863-3690 & (415) 863- 
3516; octacviaLounge.com 

Heather Gold 
@ Jon Sims Center 

The creator of the hit interactive baking 
comedy "I Look Like An Egg, but I Identify 
As A Cookie" (now extended and playing at 
the Hotel Rex, www.subvert.com for more 
info) Heather Gold continues to develop her 
freestyle comedic performance style with a 
series of early-stage workshops at Jon 
Sims, where she will tell stories and explore 
a wide-range of topics, including posses¬ 
sions, property, law school, marriage, giv¬ 
ing and, as always, the audience. Audience 
feedback is very much welcomed and en¬ 
couraged. Heather will be giving away a 
bunch of things, including her beloved first 
Macintosh Plus computer, so you might end 
up going home with more than the price of 
admission. $5. Sat., April 30, at 8pm. Jon 
Sims Center for the Arts, 1519 Mission 
Street (11th). Info/tix: 415-554-0402; 
www.jonsimsctr.org 


Sun 1 _ 

‘Bliss,’ the Maitri Gala 
@ Bambuddha Lounge 

Actress/singer Carol Channing, jazz diva 
Paula West and literary lion Armistead 
Maupin lend their celebrity auras to 
"Bliss," a gala event to benefit Maitri, the 
last remaining AIDS hospice in northern 
California. The event will sparkle with 
celebrities, a synchronized swimming per¬ 
formance by the Walnut Creek Aquanuts, 
an array of fine wines and exotic cuisines, a 
silent auction, and more. $125. 5:30pm. 
Bambuddha Lounge, The Phoenix Hotel, 

601 Eddy St. (at Larkin). Tix/info: 415- 



If jazz singing is your flavor, get a taste of crooner Peter Cincotti. 


True Catholicism 

O ne way to deal with the election/selection of a demon Pope is 
to ignore him. You can protest, or you can continue to fill your 
lives with fabulousness. 

And how fabulous is the How Weird Street Fair? Well, street 
dance parties don’t get much better than this, if it’s counter-counter 
culture you’re looking for. It’s not just gay, it’s totally queer, in that 
peaceful, anything-goes-so-long-as-it-benefits-humankind sort of 
way. To quote from the publicity: “This year we will host a global 
KidCast for Peace, where kids will be able to communicate with 
other kids about peace, and learn digital storytelling tools. The cen¬ 
ter will be a Peace Pavilion, a place to relax, connect, a$d learn 
about fostering peace.” The organizers of this premiere electronic 
music festival believe “music is the most universal language, able 
to transcend political and cultural differences.” Of course their mu¬ 
sical tastes are catholic (i.e. “comprehensive, universal; especially: 
broad in sympathies, tastes, or interests” — Merriam Webster) not 
just in name, but in practice. You’ll find music stages by: 
Tantra/M.o.E./PsyBooty/Ceiba; El Circo/Get Freaky/Fusion; 
Sound of Mind/Moontribe/Xeno/Lush; and Sunset/Naked 
Funk/Pacific Sound System. There will be a Low Pro Lounge with 
capoeira and breakdancing artists; a performance stage by Anon 
Salon; and vendors from around the world providing unique 
wares. Environmental nonprofits will focus on humanity’s need for 
peace with the earth. Street performances and artists will entertain 
throughout the Faire. Costumes and festive attire is strongly en¬ 
couraged, and there will be a Fashion Show for Peace. 

The 6th annual How Weird Street Faire takes place Sunday,’May 
1 from 12 noon to 8 p.m. at Howard 8c 12th streets. Requested do¬ 
nation: $5 in costume; $10 if not. All proceeds benefit the nonprofit 
World Peace Through Technology Organization. 

Those of us with catholic tastes also love jazz and world music, 
and here in the Bay Area you’ll find the best of both worlds. For in¬ 
stance, crooners are all the rage hereabouts at the moment, and one 
of the finest young upstarts in the business is coming back to the 
Bay Area to show off his talents, presented by Cal Performances. 
Peter Cincotti — aka “the new Bobby Darin,” “the new Harry 
Connick, Jr.,” “the new Frank Sinatra” — is a singer/songwriter, 
composer and arranger who in 2002 as an 18-year-old prodigy 
made his mark in the jazz scene, and people called him a “jazz wun- 
derkind”. He is part of a quartet along with woodwind meister Scott 
Kreitzer (a veteran saxophonist), Canadian-born drummer Mark 
McLean, and Israeli born bassist Barak Mori. The concert takes 
place this Saturday, April 30, 8 p.m. at U.C. Berkeley’s spacious, 
acoustically elegant Zellerbach Hall. Tickets range $22-$42. Call 
510-642-9988; visit www.calpewrfs.berkeley.edu 

Also at Zellerbach Hall, this Friday, April 29, you can catch 
“Seasons of Migration: An Odyssey of Transformation,” fea¬ 
turing music and dance from Cambodia, choreographed by Sophi- 
line Cheam Shapiro and created in collaboration with Cambodia’s 
Royal University of Fine Arts (RUFA). Some 27 dancers and musi¬ 
cians, sumptuously bedecked in sequined sarongs, golden bangles, 
and high-spired crowns, dance with elegant, highly stylized ges¬ 
tures in a combination of theater, ritual and storytelling. 

Tickets for the show range $24-$48. Showtime is 8 p.m. Call 
510-642-9988. ▼ 


675-4775; www.maitrisf.org 

Kronos Quartet/Terry Riley 
@ Hertz Hall, UC Berkeley 

Cal Performances presents the world pre¬ 
miere of The Cusp of Magic, a six-move¬ 
ment work written and arranged for Kronos 
Quartet by composer and long-time collabo¬ 
rator Terry Riley. The piece will feature 
renowned Wu Man accompanying Kronos 
on the short necked Chinese lute called the 
pipa. Plus much more. $42. 7pm. Hertgz 
Hall, UC Berkeley campus, Bancroft Way 
at College Ave. Info: 510-642-9988; 
www.calperfs.berkeley.edu 

2005 Sex Worker 
Film & Arts Fest 

The 2005 Sex Worker Film & Arts Festi¬ 
val, May 1- 8, offering films by and about 
sex workers and live performances by sex 
worker artists. Events include: Leather and 
Latex Sex Toy Bazaar, "After Hours", the 
sex worker art exhibit curated by Jane Cas¬ 
sell, with work by Annie Sprinkle (among 
others); a Harm Reduction Forum; SWOPs 
political forum to promote decriminaliza¬ 
tion of prostitution; and Barbary Coast 
Street Theater. In collabortation with New 
College Experimental Theater program the 
fest presents Carol Queen, Kitten On the 
Keys, Kitty Kastro (Tranny Talk TV), 

Harlem Shake Burlesque, Big Burlesque: 

The Original Fat Bottom Revue, David Ster- 
ry (author of Chicken), Kirk Read, Dee Dee 
Russell, Scarlot Harlot (Unrepentant 
Whore), Stacey Swimme, beat-ho and many 
more. Raffle-atrix, Annie Danger will also 
emcee beat-ho's Tuesday night perfor¬ 
mance, "Thrust". Special guests at the fes¬ 
tival also include Tucson Sex Worker Arts 
Festival's Juliana Piccillo and Erin Whit¬ 
field. Locations: Roxie Cinema, 3117 16 
St., SomArts Gallery 934 Brannan Street, 
Femina Potens 465 South Van Ness; Epi¬ 
center Gallery 398 11th St. and others. 

More info at www.bayswan.org/swfest 

Closing Night Party 
@ The Cat Club 

As of May 1st 2005, the Cat Club owner 
Tony Carracci will shut the club' doors after. 
10 years. The Cat Club has rocked San 
Francisco with such parties as Litterbox, 
Assimilate, Drunken Monkey Lounge, Rock¬ 
et, So What, Bondage a go go, 1984, New 
Wave City, and Sixxteen. Tonight is the last 
of the Cat Club as you know it! Party down 
this Sun., May 1, starting at 5pm. Cover 
Charge: $10 (starting at 9pm). Beer bust 
-5pm - 9pm. DJ Mr. Carracci starts it off 
right, followed by doses of DJ Metal by 
Matt Shapiro and John Cobbett of Lucifer's 
Hammer. From 9pm to closing, dance your 
ass off every hour to DJs from the Cat 
Club's Hottest Parties. Cat Club, 1190 Fol¬ 
som St. 

The liquidFIRE Project 
@ Jon Sims Center 

liquidFIRE Productions & Jon Sims Center 
for the Arts present a work-in-progress per¬ 
formance of The liquidFIRE Project's 
"Legacies Untied: Lust Unleashed," direct¬ 
ed gy Veronica C. Combs. It's a sexy, 
poignant theatre piece that tells the stories 
of lesbian/queer women of color and how 
their ancestry helps them examine and cele¬ 
brate their erotic power. Be a witness to the 
first evolution of this show before it pre¬ 
mieres at the National Queer Arts Festival 
in June 2005. Feedback, suggestions, com¬ 
ments appreciated at the "Post Show Dis¬ 
cussion". Cast: Caruthia Archie, Ashley 
Brockington, Krishnakali Chaudhuri, Helen 
Johnson, Pamela Mack, Gita Mehrotra, 
Nicole Ming, Spring Opara and Nailah 
Pettigen. $10 - $15 sliding. Sun., May 1. 
Two shows: 6pm & 8pm. Jon Sims Center 
for the Arts, 1519 Mission St. Info: 415- 
554-0402; www.jonsimsctr.org 

CounterPULSE Opening 
MayDay Party 

Celebrate the opening of CounterPULSE on 
the radical people's holiday of May Day. 
Spoken word, music, and dance performers 
include Meliza Bahales, Molotov Mouths, 
Conspiracy of Beards, Samsara women's 
vocal ensemble, Sisterz of the Underground, 
Brass Liberation Orchestra, and many 
more. $10-$20 sliding (NOTAFLOF). Doors 
7pm; show 8pm; dancing 'till midnight. 
CounterPULSE, 1310 Mission St. (at 9th 
St). Info: 415-626-2060; counterpulse.org 

New MCC in San Mateo 

There is a new MCC (LGBT church) now 
meeting at noon on Sundays, at College 
Heights Church, 1150 W. Hillsdale Blvd., 
San Mateo. Progressive faith, inclusive 
love. Make a connection! Info: 650-515- 
0900; www.thatnewchurch.org 

‘Through the Looking Glass’ 
@ East Bay Rose Society 

"Through the Looking Glass: The East Bay 
Rose Society Spring Rose Show." All are 
invited. Free admission. l-4pm (entries al¬ 
lowed 6-9am; show closed for staging & 
judging 9:30am-lpm). Lakeside Park & 
Garden Center, 666 Bellvue, Oakland. Info: 
www.eastbayroses.org 

Outlook @ Comcast Ch. 29 

"Outlook", the Bay Area's LGBT video 
magazine since 1987. Hosted by Roberta 
Gonzalez-Gregg and Tom Smith. Featuring 
segments from around the Bay, State, Na¬ 
tion & World. This month, join SF Mayor 
Gavin Newsom for a City Hall celebration 
of the recent court ruling in favor of gay 
marriage. Also, meet the Rainbow Women's 
Chorus. Airs Sun. May 1st at 5pm on Com- 
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Sisters’ ‘Revival Bingo!’ 

@ MCC-SF 

iArriba! Come and celebrate "BINGO De 
Mayo!" with the insanity that is Bingo. 

The Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence Inc. are 
pulling out the stops for a margarita-ficent 
evening with special guest emcee CHIKA 
DIVA! They'll be giving away lots of cash 
and an array of special prizes. This month's 
charity will be Magnet, which will receive 
half of the proceeds from the evening's 
sales. Put on your sombrero, grab that 
fruit basket and strap it to your head and 
join this fiesta of fun! $15 (includes 1 
set of cards for 8 rounds of BINGO). 
VIP Admission: $30 (includes VIP 
seating and 2 sets of cards for 8 
rounds of BINGO). Additional 
sets of cards are available for 
$5.00 at the door. 7pm 
Thu., May 5 (every First 
Thursday of the month). 
Metropolitan Commu¬ 
nity Church (MCC), 
150 Eureka St. Tix: 
All American Boy, 463 
Castro St. Info: www.thesisters.org 

SF AIDS Hero Awards 
@ Center for Sex & 
Culture 

The AIDS Candlelight Vigil com¬ 
mittee presents the Winners of 
the 2005 AIDS Heroes Awards, 
an awards ceremony at the 
Center For Sex & Culture. 
These awards honor heroic ac¬ 
tivists in the HIV/AIDS com¬ 
munities in the San Francisco 
Bay Area. Since 1983 Peo¬ 
ple With AIDS (PWA's) and 
AIDS activists have fought 
for human rights that have 
benefited anyone who has 
ever had a disease, taken 
medicine or wanted to take 
control of decisions about 
their own health. The SF 
AIDS Hero Awards honor 
some of the many everyday 
and extraordinary individuals 
and groups who are making 
all our lives better despite 
morally bankrupt or other¬ 
wise corrupt politicians and 
governments who have tradition¬ 
ally done too little too late. 8pm Thu., 
May 5. Center for Sex & Culture, 398 
11th St. Info: 415-331-1500, x-AIDS 
(2437); email AIDSHeroes@yahoo.com 


Pirated 

@ SomArts Cultural Center 

Opening reception: Kearny Street Workshop 
presents a new multimedia visual explo¬ 
ration, Pirated — a post-Asian perspective, 
curated by Peggy Chung, Derek Chung, Va¬ 
lerie Soe, and Samantha Chanse, with Car¬ 
los Villa as advisory curator. Featuring 
work by Bay Area artists Stephanie Syjuco, 
Kathy Aoki, Donna Keiko Ozawa, Curtis 
Choy, Indigo Som, Michael Arcega, and 
others. Can piracy be justified in certain 
contexts? How is it used to seize and amass 
wealth and power, and how can it be used in 
resistance? Produced in association with 
the Asian Pacific Islander Cultural Center's 
United States of Asian America Festival. 
Opens Thu., May 5,.5- 8pm. Show runs 
--thru May 28. StimArts Cultural Center's 
Bay Gallery, 934 Brannan St. Info: 
www.apiculturalcenter.org 


Les Ballets Trockadero De 
Monte Carlo @ Zellerbach 

Les Ballets Trockadero De Monte Carlo at¬ 
tempt to dance en pointe without falling on 
their faces. The inimitable "Trocks" return 
with their outrageous twist on ballet tradi¬ 
tion. Dancing a fine line between high art 
and high camp, this group of men in tutus 
has become a major dance phenomenon 
around the globe since its inception 30 
years ago, $26-$48. 8pm. At UC Berkeley's 
Zellerbach Hall. Info: 510-642-9988; 
www.calperfs.berkeley.edu 


Paris @ Robert Koch Gallery 

Opening: Robert Koch Gallery presents an 
exhibition of period photographs: Paris 
During the Second Empire, 1852 -1870, 
documenting one of the most fruitful and 
creative periods in the history of photogra¬ 
phy. Featuring works b y Charles Marville 
(cobblestone alleyways and ancient build¬ 
ings); Louis-Emile Durandelle (sculptural 
ornamentation in the Paris Opera); 
Edouard-Denis Baldus and Gustave Le Gray 
(monuments and grand buildings of Paris, 
such as le Palais du Louvre and le Palais 
Royale); Julien Villeneuve (nudes); and oth¬ 
ers. Exhibition on view May 5-July 2. 49 
Geary St., 5th Floor. Info: 415-421-0122; 
www.kochgallery.com 


cast channel 29 in San Francisco. For info 
on airings in San Jose, Sacramento, the 
East Bay, the South Bay and Santa Cruz, 
visit Outlookvideo.org 


Jessica Miller’s WWBRD? 

@ The Lexington Club 

Art Opening for W.W.B.R.D.? What Would 
Bob Ross Do? New work by Jessica Miller. 
Solo Show runs thru June 17. Reception on 
Tue., May 3, 7-9 pm. The Lexington Club, 
3464 19th St. (btwn Mission/Valencia @ 
corner of Lexington). 

Rally for ‘The Forgotten’ 

@ City Hall steps 

Care Not Cash one year.anniversary rally 
sponsored by the Coalition on Homelessness 
SF: "Seniors, veterans, immigrants, fami¬ 


Whore College 

Whore College is a day of classes for sex 
workers and our communities. Schedule: 
11am: Sex Worker Well-Being. 1pm: Self- ■ 
Defense for Sex Workers. 2pm: Discussion 
and Panel, "Beauty Standards and Sex 
Work," moderated by Sadie Lune. 3:30pm: 
"The Business" —Marketing, Legal Issues, 
Training in the Bay Area, with Annie Sprin¬ 
kle, Ph.D. 7:30pm: DlY Webcam with 
Melissa Gira. llam-9:30. Wed., May 4 t(l . 
$40 all day, $30 DlY Webcam (scholar¬ 
ships). Registration: 415-751-1659; sex- 
workerfest.com/whorecollege.html 


Impact Theatre’s Othello 
@ Theatre Rhinoceros 

Preview: Theatre Rhinoceros hosts Impact 
Theatre's "Othello," by William Shake¬ 
speare (replaces the-previously scheduled 
Big Big Love II — The Fat Bottom Bur¬ 
lesque, which will return to the Rhino this 
summer). Impact's runaway hit "Othello" is 
a radical lesbian reinterpretation of the 
Shakespearean tragedy. Directed by Melis¬ 
sa Hillman. Othello is a dark-skinned 
African American lesbian whose battlefield 
genius has earned her a position of power 
within the American military. $10-$20. 
Wed.-Sat. @ 8pm; Sun. @ 3:30pm (no 
perf. on 5/8). Previews May 5 & 6; opening 
night Sat., May 7. Runs thru May 22. 
Downstairs Theatre (The Studio) @ Theatre 
Rhinoceros, 2926 16th St. (Mission/So. 

Van Ness). Tix: 415-861-5079; www.ther- 
hino.org 


Transgender Awareness 
Week @ San Jose State 

San Jose State presents the Transgender 
Awareness Week & Symposium, May 2-5, a 
campus-wide dialogue on gender that gath¬ 
ers artists, speakers and films dealing with 
the transgender (TG) experience. The 
Awareness Week is the brainchild of Dr. 
Susan Murray, Sociology Department, 
graduate photography student Jana Mar¬ 
cus, and MOSAIC Cross Cultural Center's 
director Hyon Chu Yi; it is organized 
around Marcus' award-winning photodocu¬ 
mentary Transfigurations: The Making of a 
Man, her MFA thesis, exhibiting 
the same week on campus. Sympo¬ 
sium Day, Tue. May 3, features 
Jamison Green, renowned transsexu¬ 
al advocate, educator, and author 
of Becoming a Visible Man 
(Vanderbilt University Press, 

2004) delivering the keynote 
address. The Human Rights 
Commission will present their 
workshop Transgender 101; 
filmmaker Aidan Crawford 
will present his documen¬ 
tary short, Just A Boy; 
a panel discussion 
with both TG men and 
women will be fol : 
lowed by the gallery 
opening of Marcus' 

Transfigurations. The 
week-long events, spon¬ 
sored by many campus¬ 
wide organizations and 
departments, include: 

Opening The Gender 
Box: Stories of FtM 
Transformations, pre¬ 
sented by Reed Singer 
and the Comm Ed De¬ 
partment. Peer Health 
Education presents Trans¬ 
gender Health with topics including 
health issues facing the TG. Movie 
nights on campus will include 
screenings of Different For Girls 
and Boys Don't Cry. The week will 
concluded with Trans/Form, an 
evening of spoken word and perfor¬ 
mance featuring Storm Florez, 

Julia Serrano and rock band 
Frootie Flavors, with an 
to follow. All events are free. 

Jose State, 1 Washington 
Square, San Jose. Info: 
www.sjsu.edu/transweek 

Harm Reduction for 
Sex Workers @ 

Epicenter Gallery 

Forum: Harm Reduction for 
Sex Workers. Learn about mod¬ 
els for respectful, compassionate services 
for sex workers with local and international 
guests, sex workers and other experts. Hear 
from St. James Infirmary the first medical 
clinic run by and for Sex Workers, learn 
about the herstory and history, how they 
began and how they became the compas¬ 
sionate, successful, and effective organiza¬ 
tion they are today. Also hear from Sex-*--''' 
Workers themselves about their experiences 
and ways that they implement Harm Reduc¬ 
tion in their daily lives. Monday, May 2st, 
l-4pm. $10 registration (NOTAFLOF). Epi¬ 
center Gallery, 398 11th St., #303. Regis¬ 
ter at 415-751-1659; email 
swfest@bayswan.org 


Q-Sangha ‘Mindful Monday’ 
@ MCC 

Q-Sangha, a ministry of the Metropolitan 
Community Church of SF, offers "Mindful 
Monday" in the engaged "Unified Bud¬ 
dhist" tradition of Thich Nhat Hanh 
("which blends the best insights of the Ther- 
avada, Zen and Pure Land schools of Bud¬ 
dhism in a contemporary way"). Schedule: 
6:45pm Optional early Walking Meditation. 
7pm music with Evelie Posch; Welcome & 
Incense Offering (special light incense used); 
chant. 7:15pm sitting meditation (5 min. 
guided, 20 min. silent, 5 min. metta); 
Mindful Stretch (1 min.); chant. 7:50pm 
Teaching & Dharma Discussion (30 min. 
teaching, 20 min. small groups of 4 to 6, 
and 10 min. concluding remarks). 8:50pm 
Song, Offering, Announcements, etc. 9pm 
Closing Bows. Q-Sangha, 150 Eureka St. 
Info: 415-865-2750; email: 
qsangha@mccsf.org 


lies with children, people with disabilities, 
homeless people, battered women and poor 
working people are loosing services while 
only a small fraction of homeless people are 
getting housing. The city agenda has target¬ 
ed these vulnerable populations to pay for 
Care Not Cash through cuts in social pro¬ 
grams." Meet 11am Tue., May 3 at the 
corner of Larkin and McAllister. Rally at 
City Hall steps 12 noon. Info: 415-346- 
3740; C H E E R@sf-homeless-coal ition.org 


Annie Sprinkle is headmistress for 
■Whore College in conjunction 
with the Sex Workers Film/Art 
Fest. See Wednesday. 


WANNA 

SUBMIT? 


Send your calendar 
event listings to: 

Mark Mardon 

Out & About 

Bay Area Reporter 

395 Ninth Street 

San Francisco, CA 94103 

Deadline is the Friday 
before issue date. 


CELEBRATING OUR 5TH YEAR! 

$1.25 Domestic Bottled Beer $1.25 
Bud, Bud Light, MGD, Miller Lite & 

Rolling Rock $1.25 thru May 30! 



SFBadlands 

18 th STREET NEAR CASTRO/DANCING EVERY NIGHT/ EVERYONE WELCOME/MUST BE 21 *'• 





* No plot, no dialogue, 
just a marathon of 
back-to-back 
raunchy man sex. 


Buy falcon Studios new Mustang Release "Bang Bang" on DVD 
and receive The Mustang Classic DVD "Bang" absolutely FREE! 
One free promo title per purchase, offer good through May t0,20Q5 
Get your free DVD now EXCLUSIVELY at the following locations: 

The Gulch 


CASTRO GULCH 

I 2353 Market @ Castro 
' 415-934-8524 

FOLSOM GULCH 

347 Folsom btwn. 5th £»8th 
415-435-6402 Ccj|7 


> Your Pleasure sfgulch. 






























42 BAY AREA REPORTER 28 April 2005 




fiuto Erotica 

purveyor of vintage porn 
& fine dildos 
4077ft 18th Street 

415-861-5787 
open every day 


f 1 . . . . . .™”. .. .h i m . li nn U 

wo buy 

PORN 

photos, dvd’s, magazines & videos 

call 

Steve 

41 5-621 -11 88 

days, or 

Patrick 
41 5-81 0-2325 

evenings & weekends 



don't: you think you've waited long enough? 


[Latin] 

lEXPLOStONJ 

Fridays 
The test D/'s 
spin the latest 
in Latin Hip-Pop 
& House msic. 

Free 

Before 10pm 
with Ad, 

21 + Over 

ID Required. The AM NEW Bench and Bar 

2111 Franklin St. @ 21st. Street. 

Oakland, Ca 94612 (510)444*2266 
‘paw not valid for apodal mats. www.bench-and-bar.com 



Good Clean Fun. 



NOW OPEN 2 pm Sat. & Sun. • 4 pm weekdays 

2051 Market at Church • Info: 864-3767 • massage appts: 255-4921 • erossf.com 



Unbreakable allegiance 

Good omens at AEF's 'Fortune Teller's Ball' 



Former Mr. SF Leather (1996) handsome Gary Virginia admires the red crystal 
heart signifying the Darrell Yee Community Volunteer Award at the AIDS Emergency 
Fund Awards Gala, Sunday, April 24. Well-deserved, and bravo! 


t isn’t very difficult 
to keep supporting 
an agency you’ve 
been involved with 
since its very begin¬ 
ning. It’s even more of 
an incentive to contin¬ 
ue the romance when 
you were honored to be 
the first Honorary Co- 
Chair along with 
Sharon McNight — the 
“S&M Year” (for 
Sharon & Marcus) they 
called it. The first-ever 
AEF benefit was held in 
a restaurant near Fol¬ 
som on 11th Street 
where Slim’s nightclub 
now stands. From the 
beginning, the AEF has 
enjoyed the full sup¬ 
port of almost all of 
San Francisco’s leather 
community. This past 
Sunday night, April 24 
was the 23rd annual 
event, with the “For¬ 
tune Teller’s Ball” the 
theme. It was in a de¬ 
signer warehouse near 
15th & Folsom, a South of Market 
venue where it rightfully belongs, 
thanks to the largesse of IMG 
owner Tony Abrahim. There are 
countless volunteers and donors 
too numerous to mention here, 
but through their efforts, it was 
another successful endeavor 
with food, beverages (adult 
and otherwise), fortune-tellers, 
tarot-card readers, astrolo¬ 
gy seers and a flawless 
group of belly-dancers. 

Gary Virginia, Glen- 
non Sutter, Leslie Ewing, 

Harry Lit and Allen 
Eggman were honored, 
as well as the Real Bad 
(dance party) Group. 

Lenny Broberg was the 
master of ceremonies. 

Seems as though Lenny has 
gotten himself involved with a 
young-ish dude who claims to be 
42, but observers think he’s less 
than 24. At least this one has a job, 
a savings account, a car and good 
looks! 

Volunteer bartenders Ken Fer- 
raris and Julian Marshburn were 
attired in unique costume cre¬ 
ations by Ken, and now they’re 
calling Ken “Designer Ken Wang” 
(as in Vera). 

Overheard at one table was the 
dish that a certain member of a 
certain royal clan, who performed 
at the Sacramento Coronation the 


night before, blew it big-time and 
ended “her” number by crashing 
down on the stage with the wig 
flying into the audience! Not a 
pretty picture. Reminds me of a 
certain drag beauty pageant I 
judged at Esta Noche several years 
ago, where all the other contes¬ 
tants disputed the winner, and 
a riot ensued! No riot in Sacto. 
but a flurry of wags were 
aghast. 

Powerhouse bar¬ 
tender Carlton Paul ar¬ 
rived on the arm of Mike 
Polansky, who wasted no 
time savoring the delica¬ 
cies at the buffet ta¬ 
bles. If Mike is not 
careful, he may end 
up being compared to 
a certain prominent Southern Cal¬ 
ifornia “grazer” who can clear a 
buffet faster than a swarm of lo¬ 
custs on the plains of Africa! The 
silent auction was a choice array of 
great items, but the bidding got so 
high you would have had to take 
out a loan to get what you wanted. 
Don “Ho” Tse and Mark Paladini 
accompanied “Mama” Reinhardt, 
and were dressed to the “nines” in 
spiffy attire. But the AEF has al¬ 
ways been an “optional” dress af¬ 
fair. One guy wore so much silver 
lame and glitter dust, it hurt your 
eyes just to look at him. 

Oh, it was a fun night alright, 


and all kidding aside, you had to 
be there to see the “faithful” come 
together to support a great orga¬ 
nization. If you didn’t make it, 
Well, there’s next year! 

And furthermore 

Belated birthday greetings to 
John Gardiner, the proprietor of 
the SF Eagle Tavern who celebrat¬ 
ed another milestone just last 
night (Wednesday) with food, 
music, laughter and many wishes 
for “many more.” 

In Los Angeles over the past 
weekend, the Regiment of the 
Black & Tans engineered their an¬ 
nual “Maneuvers” uniform week¬ 
end, with a healthy number of 
participants glorifying the uni¬ 
form-lovers among us. Always a 
spiffy event. 

Speaking of uniforms, the 
Leather Archives & Museum in 
Chicago announces the opening 
on May 7 of its newest gallery, ex¬ 
hibiting uniforms along with 
media and artifacts related to uni¬ 
forms through the efforts of Andy 
Mangels. Check it out when you 
go to Chicago next month for 
IML. 

The Folsom Street Events orga¬ 
nizers want you to know that the 
annual poster contest is in 
progress with cash prizes for the 
winning entries. For more info: 
www.folsomstreetevents.org. ▼ 


by Mister Marcus 


EVENTURES IN LEATHER 


Thursday, April 28 

2nd half of the Bare Chest 2006 Calendar finals at 
the Powerhouse at 2200. The final 12 for next 
year's edition will be revealed. 

Weekend April 29-May 1 

CLAW fundraising extravaganza in Cleveland, Ohio 
by Dennis McMahon & Bob Miller. Tribal Fire 
Weekend in Oklahoma City, Okla. Dynamic Diver¬ 
sions BDSM weekend for women in Denver. 

Wednesday, May 4 

Nipple Night at the Powerhouse Bar from 2100 to 
closing sponsored by www.nippleplay.com for men 
into big nips and big pecs. Free coatcheck if you 
are shirtless. Also draft beer and "twisted nipple 
shots" 

Weekend May 6-8 

Sacramento Leather Sir/boy contest at The Bolt. 


Boy Fest in San Diego celebrates their 5th anniver¬ 
sary mostly at the Hole. Naming San Diego 
Leather Daddy/boy, and a mud party. Sounds like 
fun to me! 

Friday, May 6 

Leather & Uniform Night at Renegades in San 
Jose, with fantasies performed and drawings for a 
swing at... er, uh, a Human Pinata! 

Saturday, May 7 

With an honorable record of community support 
and involvement, the Edge Bar celebrates their 
15th anniversary tonight from 1600-2000. Sur¬ 
prises galore. Crystal is the anniversary theme, so 
expect lots of glitter! 

Sunday, May 8 

It's "Mama's" birthday party from 1600-2000 at 
Daddy's Bar. No gifts, but you can bring canned 
food to benefit Project Open Hand. 









































by John F. Karr 

S ince it’s never too 
late to be up-to-date, 
why shouldn’t a sexo 
remake of Run, Lola, Run 
hit our DVD players seven 
years after the German flick 
was the talk of the town? 

For the same reason, why 
shouldn’t I review the sexo, 
even though it’s over 6 
months old? If you remem¬ 
ber, in Run, Lola, Run, an 
actress named Franke Po- 
tente ran to save her 
boyfriend’s life. In Count¬ 
down, an actor named 
Franko Potente runs to 
suck his boyfriend’s load. If 
this isn’t quite the do-or- 
die scenario of the original, 
the sexo offers the compli¬ 
cation that the hot-to-trot 
boyfriend will wait only 
two hours for Franko to get 
all the way across Berlin — 
and wouldn’t you know, 
Franko’s car is broken 
down. So run, Franko, run. 

Franko’s mad dash is fu¬ 
eled by the fact that his 
boyfriend is Thom Barron, 
looking as solidly Teutonic, tall, 
and shaved-all-over as ever. That’s 
a pretty good description of most 
of the guys in this film. True, Tim 
Vinzent is swarthy, with an 
inky stubble on his face and 
a forest of jet black hair on 
his chest that made me 
think he was Sicilian. 

Then I saw he was cir¬ 
cumcised, and realized 
he must be Arabic. 

There’s only one other 

cut cock, _ 

that I can 

tell, be-_ 

longing to 

American star Jake Corwin. But 
this Centaur Films release is a 
Cazzo production, meaning the 
18 other guys in Countdown are 
hardcore Berliners. These tattooed 
and pierced skinheads have slick 
bodies and shaved groins. Their 
asses are open, and their cocks 
ringed. They’re a feral bunch. Not 
at all romantic. But a sly enthusi¬ 
asm shows through their rough 
sportfucking. 

Franko is remarkably unhar¬ 
ried as he hurries through Berlin, 
considering that he’s not only shot 
at, drugged, and shackled, but 
robbed and run over as well. No 
matter what the mishap, though, 
he springs up to zip along until 


Karrnal Knowledge 


Christopher Scharf is also a high-school teacher. 


another improbable sexual adven¬ 
ture lands in his lap. When a thief 
grabs his cell phone, Franko pur¬ 
sues the guy into a cellar where the 
bad guy roughs up a 
buddy in an SM- 
tinged encounter — 
the kind of nasty sex 
where there’s 

bootlicking and 
butt-smacking, and 
the guy spits in your 
mouth. Then Franko runs 
into crag¬ 
gy-faced, 

_ blonde 

leather- 

man Willi Wonder, who enters a 
hairdressing salon where his 
boyfriend is screwing a client. Oh, 
yes — you’re going to see a vagi¬ 
na. With a really big German cock 
squooshing in and out. When 
boyfriend sees Willi, however, he 
loses all interest in gal and shoves 
his monster cock into guy. With 
boyfriend churning up his insides, 
Willi shoots a heavy load, then 
happily catches most of 
boyfriend’s jiz in his mouth. 

Franko runs on, encountering 
the counterman beating off in a 
deli, five humongously hung black 
men gangbanging a husky white 
boy in a sex club, and a threeway 
going on in a restroom. Then 


Franko’s shot by a sniper’s 
poisoned dart, and wakes 
up to find himself held 
captive in the psycho’s 
apartment, with psycho 
throwing a mean fuck into 
a lanky dude who’s 
strapped down and 
spread-eagled on an ex¬ 
amination table. Whoa! 
Bondage fuck, with in¬ 
credible insertion shots. 
When psycho passes out, 
the guys escape. 

Cream filling 

Franko runs past an art 
gallery in which two sturdy, 
hard-cocked young men 
share a sizzling fuck as 
nonplussed art-lovers talk 
amongst themselves. One 
of the guys is glam-top 
Christopher Scharf, who, I 
learn at the Centaur web¬ 
site, is a Swiss high-school 
teacher. Perhaps those are 
his students, applauding 
appreciatively when his sa¬ 
vory cock sprays a most 
artistic load across the 
gallery. 

Then oh, my god! 

Franko’s hit by a taxi whose 
driver was distracted by the guys 
making out in the back seat. 
Would you believe, they stuff him 
in the trunk, hop back in the cab, 
and continue their trashy traffick¬ 
ing through Berlin. After they’ve 
creamed all over the backseat, they 
stop to let Franko out, and wow, 
he’s just as fine as he was when the 
sniper’s knock-out drug wore off 
in a snap, and away he runs. But 
could Thom actually wait all this 
time for him? You know a guy will 
always tell ya he’ll wait, but then 
he’ll be sticking it into the first boy 
who passes by. In this case, it’s Mr. 
Scharf, whom we’re so happy to 
see again that we don’t even ask 
how he got from the art gallery to 
the loo before Franko. The film cli¬ 
maxes in a nutbuster threeway as 
Christopher bottoms, and Franko 
gets holes stuffed at each end of his 
body. 

Countdown careens like a sex¬ 
ual thrill-ride, but I wish I could 
have spent more time at each of 
the scenes. Nine of them flash by 
in only 100 minutes. But the rush 
is part of the rush, I guess, and 
first-time director Sven Jungbluth 
has got the tone so right, with the 
quirk and the snap so consistent, 
that I didn’t mind. Sorta. There’s 
lots of pics at www.Centaur- 
Films.com. ▼ 


JL Colt Toys 

H Shower-shots 

Tit Clamps 

DVD’s from: 
Falcon 
Raging Stallion 
All Worlds 
Factory Video 


Leather Pants 
w/retroreflect stripes 

Chrome Cock-rings 

Arm/Wrist bands 


Nasty toys for nasty boys 


i Folsom @ 9th 


415-252-9166 


Naked 
Buddies 
Wed., May 4 

door 9-11pm 
play ’til late 
No shirts. No pants. 
No towels. No kidding 

It 


Blow 

Buddies 

Parties 

Each Thur, 
Fri, Sat, & 
Sun. 


Cum meat a 
buddy! 


<415) 777-HEAD 
www.blowbuddies.com 


Bouth of Market - 933 Harrison St (@ 5th) 


Thielemann 

◄ page 38 

out either one. 

Thielemann’s broad, expan¬ 
sive, seamless interpretation of the 
Fifth, rich as a swag of heavy velvet 
drapery and fluid as mercury, 
opens with the most compelling 
account of the soft, treading open¬ 
ing I’ve heard. From that first 
hushed figure, at the limit of au¬ 
dibility, you know something’s up. 
How an interpretation can sustain 
the kind of trajectory this one 
does over a four-movement, 80- 
minute work with no sense of ten¬ 
sion is an unanswerable riddle. 
But it does, completing the score’s 
great arc without slackening its at¬ 
tention or flagging in energy. 

Not only are the rhythms in 
perfect proportion throughout, so 
are the dynamics. The great first 
theme wells up out of the ensem¬ 
ble with unmatched stealth, makes 
its glorious declaration in one 


long phrase, and then falls back 
into the surrounding textures, 
awaiting its inevitable return. 

The conductor’s principle 
virtue has always been his uncan¬ 
ny ability to make every instru¬ 
mental line in the densest orches¬ 
tral passages texturally clear. Here 
he goes the extra step of making 
each of them so achingly beauti¬ 
ful and strong they challenge 
credibility. The attention to detail 
is fanatical, yet the cumulative ef¬ 
fect is a sense of inevitability, not 
fussiness. 

It would be embarrassing to 
say how many times I have lis¬ 
tened to this CD, trying to find 
words that avoid cliche as deci¬ 
sively as Thielemann’s interpreta¬ 
tion does, then succumbing again 
to its transfixing beauties. This is 
Bruckner playing at its most ex¬ 
alted, raising the second-move¬ 
ment Adagio to the same lofty 
plateau as the more famous, later 
ones. 


Good scruples 

Harnoncourt’s equally valid, 
compelling interpretation could 
hardly be more different. His feel¬ 
ing for the music’s overall archi¬ 
tecture is as sure as Thielemann’s, 
and the detail he elicits from the 
keenly responsive Vienna Philhar¬ 
monic is as sharp, finely honed, 
and eloquent. The scrupulous 
Harnoncourt makes this a must- 
have for Bruckner-lovers as the 
only recording to include some 
corrections to the score in Bruck¬ 
ner’s own hand that have not yet 
appeared in previously official 
editions, but will. 

Taking generally crisper tem¬ 
pos than Thielemann (but, inter¬ 
estingly, slower in the Scherzo), he 
delivers a Fifth not only devoid of 
sentimentality but scoured of it. 
It’s a gruffer, craggier piece under 
Harnoncourt, but no less exciting 
or profound a journey. Both reach 
the blazing Finale having achieved 
and earned it. Just don’t miss the 
Thielemann. ▼ 
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No horsing around in Berkeley 

White Horse Inn welcomes you into the neighborhood mix 



by Mike Sher and 
Mark des Jardins 


any years ago, when Mike 

'I\ of this column was a stu¬ 

dent at UC-Berkeley, he 
rented a small studio apartment 
on Telegraph near Alcatraz. He 
hadn’t come out yet, so he was 
mystified by the throngs of gaily- 
clad men and women going to a 
large building on the corner. What 
was it? A club? A large 
party? 

What it turned 
out to be was the 
White Horse Inn, ( 

6543 Telegraph 
Avenue, Berkeley. The 
White Horse is one 
of the East Bay’s 
(and probably Bay 
Area’s) oldest 
drinking and dance establish¬ 
ments, according to manager 
Gilbert de Jesus. 

Its origin is unusual for a gay 
bar: a Chinese restaurant also 
called The White Horse, which 
opened in 1933. Even from the 
start, notes Gilbert, the place was 
gay- and lesbian-friendly, some¬ 
thing which took a bit of courage 
in the ’30s. In ’45, the Chinese 
cuisine became “to go” perma¬ 
nently, and the bar adopted its 
present format of drinks and 
dancing. 

Walk in, and you’ll see the bar 
on your right and a single row of 
stools with mirrors on your left. In 
back is a lounging area, with pool 


table and a friendly fireplace. 
There are two televisions, one big 
screen. Weekdays, it’s more of an 
adult crowd, but on weekends, 
students and younger faces flock. 

Through a door in the back is 
the large wooden dance-floor. A 
former owner used to be friends 
with George Bankovich, the late 
owner of Polk Street’s departed 
Reflections, and its sign adorns 
the wall. There’s dancing from 
Thursday to Sunday. 
As an indication of its 
long and cordial rela¬ 
tionship with the uni¬ 
versity, all students with 
ID get in free on Thursday 
nights. 

Friday is NRG, 
with modern 

music. Saturday is 
Top 40. As you 
might expect, 

Thursday is College Night. Go 
Bears! Cover on Thursday is $4. 
Friday and Saturday, it’s $5. 

On Monday to Friday from 1 
p.m. to 7 p.m., there’s a happy 
hour with drink and beer specials. 
In the collegiate tradition on Sat¬ 
urdays and Sundays from 1 p.m. 
to 7 p.m., there’s a beer bust. $10 
will get you all the Bud draft you 
can drink. 

Gilbert proudly points out the 
new patio, where you can enjoy 
your libation with a taste of Tele¬ 
graph. He reflects on his six years 
with the White Horse. He started 
as a bartender with the Turf Club 
in Hayward, and when present 
owner Chuck Davis came on 


board six years ago, he joined the 
team as manager. Because of the 
paperwork needed to transfer a 
bar, he’s actually been involved in 
the White Horse longer than 
Chuck. 

Sports are an important part of 
the bar’s life. The White Horse 
sponsors the Seals, a gay softball 
team, in the city. Every Monday 
night is the pool tournament. 
There’s a $5 entry fee, and the 
number 1 and 2 winners split the 


pot. 

Once a month, go-go dancers 
liven things up, and coming with 
the summer will be twice-month¬ 
ly drag shows. There are holiday 
spreads for Christmas and St. 
Patrick’s Day. 

The bar is proud of its recent 
contribution to tsunami relief. 
They’ll be participating in Dining 
for Life, where 25% of the pro¬ 
ceeds go to worthy causes. 

Gilbert mentions the absolute 


mix of people at the White Horse 
— every race, sex, age and orien¬ 
tation. Join the swirling crowds on 
the weekend on the dance floor, 
and you can see for yourself. T 


White Horse Inn, 6543 
Telegraph Ave., Berkeley. (510) 
652-3820. Web address: 
www.whitehorsebar.com. Open 
3 p.m. to 2 a.m. Mon. & Tue.; 1 
p.m. to 2 a.m. Wed.-Sun. 



SF Film Festival 
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rected, co-edited from 250 hours 
of video by Steven Cheslik-De- 
Meyer) is entertaining but also in¬ 
tensely troubling. When the rela¬ 
tionship starts to unravel, when 
the guys start to fight offstage but 
on camera, we feel as if we have a 
stake in the outcome. In the end, 
the fate of Y’all is the fate of many 
show-biz relationships, but we feel 
for these guys because they are us. 
(Kabuki, 4/30, 5/5) 

Murderball Filmmakers Henry 
Alex Rubin and Dana Adam 
Shapiro shagged Sundance’s Audi¬ 
ence Award for American Docu¬ 
mentary with their kinetic look at 
the competition between two rival 
quadriplegic rugby teams, who 
play in Mad Max- style wheel¬ 
chairs. 

Rubin and Shapiro maintain 
an intimate but unsentimental re¬ 
lationship with these guys by 
probing a vicious rivalry between 
the American and Canadian male 




Murderball is a look at the competition between quadriplegic rugby teams. 


Mouth to Mouth: a middle-class girl joins a Euro version of the Moonies. 


teams. The coach of the Canadian 
team is a triple-A type personality, 
a former player named Joe Soares. 
Imagine Robert Duvall’s Bull 
Meechum Air Force fighter pilot 
from The Great Santini in a wheel¬ 
chair. Soares’ chief rival is a hot- 
blooded Texan, Mark Zupan, 
whose disability stems from a 
freak accident. His best friend, 
Chris Igoe, was driving his pickup 
home drunk, and the resulting 
crash flung Zupan into a creek, 
where he hung to a tree limb for 
13 hours until rescued by para¬ 
medics. The ongoing friendship 
between the feisty Zupan and the 
guilt-ridden Igoe is a haunting 
subplot. 

Murderball, or quad rugby, is a 
real, brutal sport that combines 
the best or worst qualities of regu¬ 
lar rugby, roller derby and just a 
touch of demolition derby, to pro¬ 


vide a thrill-filled 32 minutes of 
action. We see how the guys play, 
party, and yes, compete for girl¬ 
friends. It turns out that many 
quad guys have lost neither the 
drive for sex nor the ability to per¬ 
form. This is a moving film that 
will completely alter your outlook 
on people with disabilities. (Note: 
the first screening at Kanbar Hall at 
the Jewish Community Center, 3200 
California St., is fully wheelchair- 
accessible, 4/28; Kabuki, 4/29) 

Mouth to Mouth Alison Mur¬ 
ray’s debut feature supposes that a 
young, middle-class girl joins a 
European version of the Moonies, 
winding up in a prisonlike com¬ 
mune in Portugal. Yeah, life can be 
that stupid, and this film, with its 
kinetic camerawork and very hip 
soundtrack, gives a good feel for 
what it’s like to be young and Eu¬ 


ropean today. Too long, slowly 
paced, but engaging. (Kabuki, 
4/29, 5/3) 

The Joy of Life Jenni Olson’s 
awesome debut feature is actually 
two film novellas that straddle 
parallel themes of joy and despair 
— one found in the embrace of a 
lover, the other in a desperate leap 
from one of the world’s most 
heartbreakingly beautiful land¬ 
marks. 

The first novella describes the 
bittersweet longings of a romantic 
butch dyke for the many girls in 
her life. As read by transgender 
“queer boy/dyke” actor Harriet 
“Harry” Dodge (By Hook or By 
Crook), the narrator teases us with 
juicy tidbits from 1,001 nights of 
good and bad dates, until 10 min¬ 
utes into the film, as if she’s now 
sure she can trust us with some¬ 


thing really intimate, she explains 
where she’s coming from. 

“How do I want to say this: I 
seem to struggle with this teenage 
boy look, and struggle with the 
same internalized misogyny I had 
as a kid. 

“The veiled misogyny of my 
butchness, of not wanting to be a 
girl. I like it when fags think I’m 
cute, have a crush on me, treat me 
like one of the guys, yet this kind 
of psychological passing makes 
me even more aware of some 
basic element of self-loathing.” 

Olson employs a poetic ode to 
the painterly light of San Francis¬ 
co, read by Beat guru Lawrence 
Ferlinghetti, to transition gently 
into the dark, second novella, 
which confronts the siren call of 
the Golden Gate Bridge for trou¬ 
bled souls, specifically as the site 
next page ► 


Photos courtesy of SPIFF 
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Lennon 
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with this cast of only sporadically 
memorable performances. 

The script by Don Scardino, 
who conceived of the show and is 
its director, takes a chronological 
approach to Lennon’s life, starting 
with his childhood in England 
and concluding, with blessed re¬ 
straint, with his murder. 

Unless you’re a true Lennon 
aficionado, at least some of the 
scenes should provide illumina¬ 
tion on his life. Some warts are re¬ 
vealed, and others are conspicu¬ 
ously absent. Booze is a problem; 
heroin is not mentioned. 

Projections on several large 
screens provide establishing mo¬ 
tifs for the string of scenes that 
often take on the trappings of 
pseudo-hip burlesque. When John 
and Yoko staged their famous 
Bed-In for peace, we are told that 
they were widely viewed as 
clowns, and so out come the red 
noses and funny outfits. Later, 
when depicting the world of hip¬ 
pie-protestors, it’s as if we’re in a 
40th anniversary production of 


Hair — and with all the authen¬ 
ticity that you would expect from 
such an exercise. 

The cast does display reverence 
— on its collective sleeve. Before 
the show officially commences, 
cast members wander about the 
stage hugging their co-stars before 
a group hug signals that we may 
begin. Later, they sit on the stage 
watching with ecclesiastical awe a 
video of the real Lennon singing 
“Imagine.” 

Maybe it’s too much to expect 
that a musical could capture John 
Lennon and his times, and give 
Lennon credit for going beyond a 
simple songbook format. But you 
have to wonder who this show is 
for. For those who lived through 
the Beatles-Lennon* experience, 
the musical is bound to seem like 
a showbizzy contrivance. And for 
those who came along later, 
Lennon is unlikely to answer what 
all the fuss was about. ▼ 


Lennon will run at the Orpheum 
Theatre through May 14. 
Tickets are $35-$85. Call 512- 
7770 or go to bestofbroadway- 
sf.com. 


SF Film Festival 
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of her friend Mark’s fatal leap in 
1995. She deftly juxtaposes the 
origins of Frank Capra’s Meet John 
Doe, with its twin themes of sui¬ 
cide and messianic Christianity, 
with bridge architect Joseph 
Strauss’ prediction that suicide 
from the bridge would be neither 
“possible nor probable.” 

Olson transcends this city’s at- 
times irksome prettiness to reveal 
why transcendent beauty is not an 
end in itself. In her director’s state¬ 
ment, Olson explains that she’s 
drawn to stories “about people not 
getting what they want.” In her 
screen persona, Olson has Dodge 
assure us that sex may be the most 
important resource for surviving 
life in the too-beautiful city. “In the 
moment of desiring and being de¬ 
sired, you actually realize that 
you’re okay.” (Kabuki, 5/1) 

The Dying Gaul Unscreened but 
much anticipated after its Sun¬ 
dance premiere, playwright Craig 
Lucas’ film directorial debut is a 
romantic melodrama that com¬ 
bines the lust for money and 
movie fame with a passionate, 
same-sex affair. Lucas describes it 
as “a film about a grieving man 
who sells a screenplay for a lot of 
money to a studio. He enters into 
a love affair with the producer that 
ultimately results in the destruc¬ 
tion of everyone in the story.” 

In an explosive, dialogue-driven 
scene, the producer (Campbell 
Scott) confronts the screenwriter 
(Peter Sarsgaard)_\yho had written 
the script as a way to mourn his 
dead lover. “I’m sorry if I don’t live 
up to your standards. The trouble is 
I’m bisexual. I like both. You want 
the truth. You’re lucky to be only 
one thing. I’m not. I’m not hiding in 
my marriage. I need my marriage!” 
It’s a film that uses traditional Hol¬ 
lywood extortion tactics plus the 
new scam of Internet dating to offer 
up an explosive screen threesome, 
completed by Patricia Clarkson. 
(Closing Night, Castro, 5/5) 

Me and You and Everyone We 
Know If you can wrap your mind 
around the unique little world 
that first-time writer/director Mi¬ 
randa July creates in this funny 
and humane comedy, you’re in for 
a real treat. July plays Christine, a 
multimedia artist who supports 
herself as an “Eldercab” driver. 
Christine is smitten by newly-di¬ 
vorced shoe salesman Richard 


(John Hawkes), trying to raise two 
beautiful mixed-race sons. All the 
characters, kids and adults, are 
doing their own walk on wild side: 
two teenage girls “harass” a cute 
male classmate to the point of or¬ 
gasm, a six-year-old boy gets in¬ 
volved in an adult Internet chat 
room with hilarious results. 
Christine and Richard make their 
own crazy kind of progress: two 
steps forward and a pratfall back. 
This film, suffused with a queer 
sensibility though minus any 
overt homosexuality, manages to 
get inside the heads of its charac¬ 
ters without intrusive narration. 
(Kabuki, 5/1; PFA, 5/3) 

Following Sean Back in the “sum¬ 
mer of love,” Ralph Arlyck was liv¬ 
ing in the Haight when he started 
documenting the lives of a hippie 
family living upstairs, with special 
emphasis on their four-year-old 
son Sean. Three decades later, Ar¬ 
lyck catches up with the adult Sean, 
and tries to discover the effect of 
hippiedom on the next generation. 
The film captivates with its time- 
capsule footage of a forever lost SF. 
(Kabuki, 5/1,5/4) 

Almost Brothers Director/writer 
Lucia Murat probes 50 years in the 
lives of two Brazilians, Miguel and 
Jorge, whose careers take them to 
prison in the ’70s. Based on new 
information about life during the 
21 years of Brazil’s military dicta¬ 
torship, the film chronicles the 
separate fates of a white “political 
prisoner” and a black “common 
criminal,” and shows how violent 
gangs got their start in those fetid 
jail cells. It’s a hard look at a vi¬ 
brant if scary culture that is strug¬ 
gling to get its shit together on 
race, class and poverty, a caution¬ 
ary tale for much of this hemi¬ 
sphere. (Kabuki, 4/28, 5/1) 

Up Against Them All Writer/di¬ 
rector Roberto Moreira gives us 
an up-close look at the unraveling 
life of a Sao Paulo crime lord. 
Teodoro (Giulio Lopes) is a pious 
but brutal gangster who’s living 
with his wife and rebellious 
teenage daughter. When Teodoro 
murders his wife’s lover, the 
wheels are set in motion for a 
Mean Streets-type climax, where a 
man’s unwillingness to accept re¬ 
sponsibility for his actions will 
bring a kind of religious retribu¬ 
tion down on him. A crescendo of 
violence completes a film unre¬ 
lenting in its portrait of a modern 
Brazil awash in religiosity and 
blood. (Kabuki, 4/28, 5/2) T 
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MASSAGE 


Luis CMT 

Professional 
Deep Tissue 
Swedish 



In/Out f jj 

11 i 

Irchyi^hi 

-240-3136 

Dtmail.com 


Brion 415-252-8126 

www.MassageByBrian.com 


Deep Tissue 

Shiatsu 

Swedish 



Balancing Touch 

Therapeutic and relaxing. 
Skillfully blending Acupressure, 
Hawaiian Lomilomi, Cranio- 
Sacral, Jin Shin Jyutsu and 
Hot Magical Stones. Non-sexual. 
Ramona 415.374.8963 


COMPLETE RELEASE 

CONCORD-WALNUT CREEK 
FULL BODY/FULL PLEASURE 

BY FRED OR BUTCHY 
90-MINUTES/S40 
CALL:9E5-68S-5G7 5 


Erotic nude Mass by mature, in-shape 
man SF 24Hr Mark 398-2441 

_§23 

YOUNG SMOOTH 
TENDER ASIAN 

OUT $60 

DAVE 395-9354 

_E17 

MASSAGE BY HOT ASIAN 

30 / 5'8" / 145 / Silky XXX Smooth 
$80 In/100 Out, Call Hung 948-7244 . q 

SANTA ROSA HIDEAWAY 

Superb very personal massage plus 
fantasies explored by mature masseur 
in remote country setting. Also,group 
massages and social programs. 

Roger 707-525-1771 

COMPLETE FULL BODY 

Sensual massage done in the nude by 
masculine endowed mature masseur 
at your place.Chuck»(510)388-4941 9 

SJ SFEB ASIAN CMT 

VGL masc GAM,33/5'67150/6.5. 
Sensual full body acupressure & 
Shiatsu massage w/release done 
nude, Therapeutic too. In/Out. 

Call Smooth Doug 408-202-0811. 

E17 

SEXY SOCCER PLAYER 

Erotic nude massage masculine 
friendly handsome Latino 28yo 24/7 
158 lbs in/out call Max 441-2854 £i? 

TRIP TO XTASY!!! 

BUNS & LEGS, NOOKS & 
CRANNYS, MY SPECIALITY 

Hotman 48,6', 165#, S&P beard, 
hung Erotic Full body massage. In/Out 
lOam-lOpm $60-70 M/C, Visa Add 
$5. Call Dick 415-244-8828 


LOVING 

STROKES 

Nurturing, Sensual 
Healing, Satisfying 



STRONG HANDS 
SENSITIVE & EXPERIENCED 

From Stress Reduction to 
Simple Relaxation 

STEVE C.M.T. 
821-2985 



:ative 

tYWORK 

Empower 
Yourself 
Thru 

Supportive, 
Sensual, 
Nurturing 
and Healing 
Touch 

folder, cmt 

15)447-2700 



QUALITY 

BODYWORK 

Deep Swedish 
Shiatsu 

Energy Healing 
12 yrs. exp. 
$60/hr $85/90min. 

Ed Brophy, MA, CMT 
415-244-5486 



BODY2RELAX 

Alejandro CMT 

415.297.8360 

body2relax@ 

YAHOO.COM 


Personal Touch 

Therapeutic & Erotic 
Deep, Satisfying Massage 
Certified & Discreet 

Daniel 626-4192 Eves/Wknds 


Magnificent Massage “Huge Hands" 
Relax, Nurture. Rich 
510-207-0545 

E20 

ACHING FOR A MASSAGE 

Deep, rich, relaxing, strong therapeu¬ 
tic massage for in-shape guys by 29 yr 
old. Student discount. In/Out calls, 
day/eve and late nite apptmts avail. 
Eric * 841-5870. 

§17 

Hairy, Muscular, 5'10" 185 Very 
Experienced. Erotic, Sensual, 

Playful Massage. Nude, Table 415- 
934-9325. Cell is 
415-310-6624 Jim 

§18 

Magical Massage Mastery that heals 
while it pleasures from a 
CMT who knows how to electrify 
the body. Oak Greg 510-547-1364. 

_____§19 

FIRESIDE MASSAGE 

Unique Style Therapeutic And Erotic 
Massage In Front Of A Fireplace. 

Out Calls Available Also. Johnny 
505-3060 

_EW 

Young Nude Massage SfErotic.com^ 

24 Y.0. 5'8 x 150 Strt., Gymnast's 

NUDE BRAZILIAN RUB!! 

Soft Sensl. Touch Steve 
994-9409 

__E17 

S0MAHANDS.COM 

Swedish/Deep Tissue Massage By 
Handsome Fit Professional. 

Scott CMT 415/864-6384 


FERNANDO 


C 


Swedish 

and 

deep 

I tissue mas¬ 

sage 

II in and out 

415.505.9056 

fernandoalvaro@earthlink.net 




Ecstasy Of Berlin 


Philip. <15-880-4333 

www.b0riinboy.com 


COMPASSIONATE 
SENSUAL TOUCH 

Sensual Swedish Full Body 
Massage. Very Friendly Intuitive 
Handsome CMT. Trim, 49. Private 
Studio. All Amenities. $60/Hr 
$75/90Min. Call Del 
415-722-1406 

E17 

www.SfGaymassage.com 

• ;E20 

HOT AND SEXY LATINO 

For Erotic Massage 28y/o 150Lbs 5/8 
Handsome Masculine And Friendly 
Call Luis 336-0419 In Or Out 

E17 

CHINESE GQ LOOKER 
PROVIDES EXCELLENT 
BODYWORK • PAMPER 
YOURSELF BY CALLING 
DREW @ 415-255-0850 

31,5'H", 175 Lbs. Outgoing. Strong 
Hands. No Attitude. Email Me: 
Massagebydrew@earthlink.net 

Peninsula Therapeutic & Erotic 
In/Out Full Body TLC 650 
367-7528 
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MASSAGE 





707.586.5945 50 m north of sf 

OFF HWY10! 7 DAYS 11 AM-11PM SHORT NOTICE OK 
ALL AGES / RACES / BODY TYPES NUDE PICS/INFO: 

www.onehotmassage.com 


SWEDISH/DEEP TISSUE MASSAGE 

www.SomaHands.com 

415 - 864-6384 






JASON MAXWELL 

HOT BI STUD 

Sacramento: April 24-2? 

%m Jose/Santa Clara: April 27-30 
San Francisco - April 30 - Nay I 


NEW IN TOWN 

LATIN BOY 


28 y/o, 6’, 180 
Smooth VGL Bi Guy 
678-699-1468 
www.JasooMaxweH.net 


THAI MASSAGE 


Satisfaction 

Re-DEFINED! 


Associate yourself with 
the most RESPECTED 
directory of INDEPENDENT 
MASSAGE PROFESSIONAL^ 
on the Net! 


CUT. 

Sehsuai Massage * 

1-925-487-34 


4^ Bodywork & Coaching 

I iJggr* "integral massage' 

: for appt. - 415.497.9200 

[ ly www.indeerpar k .net 


uts 

in/out 


Eb/Sb/Pen. Therapeutic Discreet, 
Nude, Deep Tissue. Latino/Asian 
In/Out, $60/70. Prostate Option. 
Shower. Paul 
650-669-2058 


Sensuality and Sensibility 
www.tgpraxis.net 415-505-8980 


MASSAGE BY CUTE GWM 
MASSEUR, CMT 

I combine Swedish, Shiatsu, Reflexol¬ 
ogy and Deep Tissue With A Sensuous 
Touch. Fit, 5'9" 145lbs Blond. SF 
Or Marin 415 225-4081 In/Out. 


WWW.GAYMASSAGE.ORG 

_E17 

STEVE FOSTER CMT $80 

Wknts + Wknds (415) 412-0397 SF + EB 


www.handsontouch.org 

SACRED TOUCH 

Intentional Focused Eroticism 
Derek, CMT 415-255-1164 


San Jose Massage • (408) 729-7156 


HOT MUSCLE ASIAN 

Deep, Strang Full Bod/CMT408661-7415 


15+ yrs Exp, Full Tension Release 

*M ID-PEN IN SULA-CMT* 

In/Out, Days/Eves, Tom 650-345-7318 


Fremont, Jim CMT • Great Hands • 
Therapeutic/Relaxing, Mature 
$40/Hour • (510) 651-2217 


Scott Romyns, CMT 


■ Massage Therapy and 
_ Nude Erotic Massage 


(415) 205-1315 

Upper Noe Valley 


i THAI 

Massage 
Swftdish’Oeep Tissue 

Therapeutic 

5*9", I40lbs ,gym tone 

CaltTu (CMT) 

415 - 999-4787 


Call RON 


In/Out 
$100 - 2 hr 
25-5’ 7”-138 


(415) 260-2649 

Full Body 
Deep Tissue 
Pressure 
Therapeutic 
Sensual 


Professional Foot & Body 
with Aroma Oils 


Therapeutic 
Massage 
by Strong, 
|j Friendly CMT 
^ Swedish/ 
| Deep Tissue 
In/Out 


Massage Table I 


LEKI 

415 - 553-4111 



VGL CMT Czech Blond/Blue 145 29 
8x6 Athletic Pavel 410-7829 


2 Hot CMTs, Erotic, Nude, Masc. 

4-HAND MASSAGE 

Try Our Relax & Release Special! 
$125/hr. $160/90min. In Castro. 
Pics Online atjockbod.com/personal- 
ads.asp?psnl =30419 
Call Christopher 415 846-1427 
Or Camden 415 370-6554 


Young • H ot Pecs • Out* 24/7 • 540-0269 ^ ^ ? 


Asian Touch (In/Out) Reliable 
Soothing/Full-Body Nurturing 
Short Notice OK 260-0613 Frank 


ASIAN EAST BAY 

Sensual Full Eddy Massage 
In $50, Out $60,510-420-0112 Kenji 


PRIMO MANTOUCH 

Full Body Massage + Energy Work 
For Men Who Want It All! 

Call Tom 510-251-2480 


Hot Young Boy. Sensual, Erotic 
Massage. 415-410-4105 Out Only 


San Jose- Full Body - Swedish CMT 
$40/hr $55/90min. - Same Day Appt. 
8am-9pm Daily - Showers Avail. 
408-288-6169 Anthony - Air Cond. 

§24 


Castro, Certified, Only $50/$70 

*WANNA MELT?* 

Jim de Masseur • 415-621-4517 


Solid, Muscular, Strong 32yrs. Exp. 
Chip@sfgaymassage.com 810-8140 a 


FEEL THE DIFFERENCE 

Strong, Energetic & Athletic. 
Fernando CMT 510-325-7725 In/Out 


WWW.KINKMASSAGE.COM 

§17 


511 *195# 
Masculine 47yo 
Deep Swedish 
Legit/Erotic 
7am-11pm In/Out 

510.601.6995 


HOT SEXY ASIAN 

Swedish/Deep Tissue Jay (415) 830-7103. 















































































































28 April 2005 BAY AREA REPORTER 47 


MASSAGE 



4^1 

Jay 

Swedish 

*•«, * \ 

Massage 


CMT 



■ S jHs S3 

T 

tfWs 

4 

I 

415-407-9424 

H«s10am-7pm Monday-Saturday 

jjwagnerl 970@yahoo.com 



SEXY ASIAN 

$60 Jim 269-5707 


RESPECTFULLY SENSUAL 

Nude Deep Tissue W/Mutual Touch. 
Table, Hot Oil or Lotion. 

Visa/MC/Amex. Van Ness & Market 
See Photo Ad. Steven, CMT 
(415) 626-4800 

_ _E17 

MASSAGE BY 
MUSCLED DUDE 

call Dave @ 650-533-2560 S80/hr 

Sensual Fullbody Massage 
In & Out Calls! 415-350-0968 

E17 

RETREAT 

Community, Inner Guidance And 
Ecstasy (415) 552-7417 
http//fleshandspirit.org/eg.html 


Respectfully Sensual 

4 f 


Deep Tissue Myofascial Release 

® Swedish, Sports. 

Van Ness & Market. 
Steven, CMT. (415)626-4800. 

I www.ripeboys.com/steven 




CUTE 33 SPANISH GUY 

Great Nude Massage/$60/290-2041 g 

Hot Canadian Jock w/10" Is Back 
Fun, Friendly, & Sexy 26yo, 5'10," 
160#, 10x6. Massage and More. 
24/7. In/Out. Vince 415-571-3971. 

_E17 

HOW MUCH CAN YOU TAKE? 

FB As You Like It. Table. $60/hr 
Castro Loc. Peter • 415-298-3309 

_ EI7 

Sensual Massage, Plus More, By 
Handsome Italian Jock In/Out 
John (510) 658-2437 

* _ E17 

Asian Massage 

FOR SENIORS ONLY 

In And Out 
415-806-3150 David 

Cute Asian Latino CMT 5'7" 135 

EROTIC SWEDISH MASSAGE 

Relaxing Sensual & Playful 
$65/60min. or $80/90min. 

Miguel 706-7964 In The Castro e ? 

INTEGRATIVE BODYWORK 

Dr. Kirk Prine, CMT 415 552-7417 
www.fleshandspirit.org/kp2.html 



Nurturing Muscle 
Swedish 
• Full-body 

% Private Studio 

JL . . , in SF 


415 - 359-3657 

wwwJamesMassage.com 


www.MaSSAGESTUD-™ 

415.260.5214 



A Man’s Bodywork 
By A Man’s Bodyworker 


a 


WILLIAM 

CMT 

415.203.7027 


BOOVWORK;BV CMT 


p tyrone smith 


THERAPEUTIC 

SENSUAL 

EROTIC 


415.786.9611 

i 

massa<jc>m4m.corn: 10704 




Erotic Massage a\t> More.. 

5’ 10” • 235lks 
CH. 52”. A. 19”, W.33” 

Call Hob 
415 - 567-6015 



THURSDAY 
APRIL 28 

10PM SHARP! - 1AM 
AT THE POWERHOUSE 

1347 Folsom Street (between 9th/10th) 


PHOTOGRAPH: 
VICTOR ARIMONDI 


fwl 

*★★★★★* 


I official BARE CHEST event! 

Will Clark’s iaii Boys Pool Party 

Friday May 6 - Sunday May 8 
Palm Springs, California 

www.badboyspoolparty.com 

WWW.SOMABARECHESTCALENDAR.ORG 

WWW.POWERHOUSE-SF.COM 

BENEFITTING AIDS EMERGENCY FUND & POSITIVE RESOURCE CENTER 
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UIMIHM 


MODELS/ESCORTS 





LEE MICHAELS 
415 * 531*3800 


IMTSback? 


Want to know if 
HIV superinfection 
is a real concern for the 
positive community? 

The Positive Partners Study is 
seeking HIV+/+ partners... 
Receive $20 each and 
FREE CD4, viral load and 
drug resistance testing 
for completing: 

• two confidential interviews 

• two blood draws 

The Positive Partners Study 

(415) 734-4878 










-LONG & SLOW- 
MY SPECIALTY 


6’3”, 185# Top 
From Mild to Wild. 
Sensual & Slow. 
Playroom/Sling 
Beginners Welcome 

Call Jay 

415.385.9623 




AFFECTION STUD 

29 GWM 6' 190lbs 32wst Big Legs 
7" cut Hot BubbleButt Cleanout 
Masculine Versatile In/Out 24/7 

PAGE ME (415) 227-7727 


LEATHER TOP! 

Light to heavy sensual SM 
handsome experienced w/dungeon 

TOM 415-487-1296 


Mike, 40,5'10",190#, Bl/Blu 
Clean-cut, Muscle Hunk 
In/Out $100, (415) 863-8932 


AFR0CUBAN BOY 

Avail 24/7 5'7 1301b 8cut 25yo 
Vers Mod Hairy Out and In 
415-336-4188 Domingo 

Domination BD CBT TT SM FF ... 

RYKER LEATHER TOP 

Muscular Built Handsome 6' 180# 
Playroom Toys 596-2737 


SF Macho Muscleman Mature, Built 
& Hung Big Chuck 209-481-6361 Appt e 

WWW.RIPEB0YS.COM 


LIVE THE MYTH! 
RENTDEREK.COM 

GBM 6' 165# 9.5x6 415 425 3735 ; 

BODY GROOMING 

Personal Areas To Full Body 
Private, Personal, Confidential 

MARK 415 595-9436 
CASTR0/19TH 


Latin Macho Hunk 6' 190. Well De¬ 
fined Body, Strong Legs, Big Bubble 
Butt, Big Balls/VeryWell Hung, & 
Versatile. Call Joe 415-225-4963 

E19 

Spring Clean Your Ass! FF Makes 
House-Calls In SF. Morlex 679-3320 





































































































28 April 2005 BAY AREA REPORTER 49 


MODELS/ESCdRTS 


When only the BEST will do! | 


Jake Walker 


#1 Rated Escort in S.F. 

* 30 y.o., 6 ft., 170# 

* 8"’ cut, thick 

* Itaiian/French background 

* Hot & MASCULINE 

* Sexy Blue eyes 




Very DISCREET & 


( 415 ) 412-1451 


TopSFstud.com 



Ripped THOR! 



6 4" Blond 

Bodybuilder Fun 

408 . 403.0003 



New to S.F. 

Call Richard 24 hrs. 

My place, your place S hotel 
Callers welcome! 

Actual model pictured. 


ASIAN TOP 

$80/$100 * JIM 269-5707 


Hot, Masculine, Buzzcut, Goatee 

SHVD. HEAD STUD 

6Ft. Ez-Goin' Well-Hung, Big Balls 
Clint * 415-540-5311 * IrVOut - 24 Hrs 
www.geocities.com/swingonmy- 
thingsf/Clint.html 2 see my pics 


MUSCLE S&M TOP 

Farmer, 6', 32 yo, well hung. Call 
Brad @ 415-596-4184 
SF calls only. 


LET’S PARTY 9” 

(415) 775-4771, 24 Hours. 


6'2"/160Lbs/Hung 7/Nice Guy/Hot 

415-596-0734 • SHAWN • 

HORNY 21 YO WM 

HOT COLLEGE STUD 

$120/Hr. Outcalls Only 


HUNGRY FOR STR8 MEAT? 
WWW.JOHNNYLYNDON.NET 

COWBOY TOP 

6-1,177#, vgl, Muscled. 

Page 650-523-9133, and massage 


HOT HORNY 26 

Slender, Open-Minded, Cute 
Nick (415) 412-4565 


FIREFIGHTER 

6T', 175#, VGL stud, 32 yo, mus¬ 
cled. Call Jeff at 1-888-699-2325 

_ E17 

HOT LIVE SHOW 

Sexy Young M/F Couple Will Per¬ 
form Live. Watch Or Join. 24/7, 
In/Out. Colter And Claire. 
415-571-3971 colterandclarie.com 

_E17 

HOT & SEXY 

Handsome Well Endowed Will Give 
You What You Need & More 207-6117 

_ E17 

ASIAN MUSCULAR YOUNG 

57" 24yo Peter 415 255-7523 


BOYISHLY CUTE! 

AFFECTIONATE, 
PASSIONATE FRIENDLY, 
CLEAN, KISSABLE 

26, Blo/Blu, Slim, Smooth, Bottom! 
No STD's, No Drugs, No Attitude! 
$120 + Cab. Out Only. 
415-871-4228 

LET'S HAVE SOME FUN! • SEAN • 


Handsome Hung Latin Top 

5’8” 1 

Kinky 

Masculine 

Shaved Head 

No Attitude 

Sensual 

Discreet 

Hablo 

Espanol 415 - 414-0085 


23,6' 185 Alejandro, Smooth + Cute 

HORSEHUNG LATIN TOP 

9.5Uncut + Thick 
W/Great Low Hangers 
Men + Women Welcome 
Outcalls Only 415-621-4979 
photos.yahoo.com/alexsflatin21 


WS FF Rentboy.com/Derek 
626*2657 


Handsome Confident Italian Top 

CHOKE ON THIS! 

Super Hung 10x7 415-256-6743 


J.B. 

22 Dance Student Athletic To 
Muscular Build Smooth Black Hung 
Uncut Out 510-435-8310 


HOT SALSA 

Handsome, Slender, Hung, Easygoing 
Very Versatile Latino. Available For 
Travel. 415-577-8846. 


Hot Yng Ath Blk9" 

Out Only. Tevin • 415-724-2704 



LATINO 
muscular 
x-fine 


804-2152 




Tired of seeing things in black and white? So are we! 
Now you can have your ad in full sassy 


COLOR, that's right, COLOR! Bay Area Reporter 


Contact David or Elsa for 
rates and info. 

Phone: 415.861.5019 
Email: BARadv@aol.com 


Oli, David, that's fabulous. 

But, urn, dear„.why are you reading 
the personals in the B.A.R.??? 


Elsa Darling, Guess what? The 
section in the B.A.R are now in 
Isn't that just the most! 


'Personals' 

color! 




EXPECT THE 
UNEXPECTED! 

Late 
Night 
Dancing 
l till 4 AM 
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Strictly! 

m 


WWW.FOOTPARTYSF.COM 

Feet-Sox-Ftwear-Tickle-T rample! 
Watch Foot Videos, Meet Models 
And Other Guys Into Your Scene! 

4th Fri Each Month 877-299-2338 


DR. LIVINGSTON, I PRESUME? 

Imperialist Fetishist ISO Pith Hel¬ 
mets, Natural Resource Exploitation 
& Capitalistic Aggression. Dispute 
My Boundaries, Baby! 


Men Meet Men Right Now! 

Preview each guy before you decide to connect Uvef 

Try it for 


415-707-2400 408-539-2400 707-582-2400 
510-281-2400 650-649-2500 925-955-2000 




WHO’S WAITING FOR YOU? T 

>•••••••••#-• H 

> / LIVE 

> LOCAL )»#*'> ‘••W 

>\MEN/G' v> > 'J|L 

I 


415.402.1010 

San Jose 

408.257.4411 

Berkeley 

510.859.2000 

Pleasanton 

925.426.5588 

Palo Alto 

650.223.0200 

Find Your Number 

1.800.777.8000 

FREE TRIAL 

CODE: 2160 

www.lnteractiveMale.com 
1.900.505.2323 ($1,99/min.) 18+ 


STRICTLY SEX!! 

Hook-up Discreetly. 18+. 

Call 415-247-2000 or 
510-814-6699. Ad #5102. E|B 

Good Head Sonoma County 

Call Days 707-823-3895 E17 

Bare Assed Spanking. 
Experienced, Safe 
DaddyHoward 929 1185 

Body Trim & Shave “Castro Area Lo¬ 
cation." Call 4 apptmt • 626-1168 


interactive male 


Join the natio n’s mo st exclusive „ 

relationship mindeomen who want to 
meet you! Visit us online today. 
Free memberships to exceptional men 
ages 21-35. 

gaymillionairesclub.com 


ft* SAN FRANCISCO 

^ ^ISMNKmrtv 

} 2ND mi. [ACH MONTH 

PRIUaTE SESSIONS ALSO tMIUHlE 

<15 861.2766 


Hot 

local Guvs! 

Bay Area's hottest chat/ine 


BARtm 


K 


1.900.226.7036 


Only $1.99 per minute to respond to ads! 
Don’t wont to USG the #9 00 lino? Use BLOCK OF TIME™ You can purchase time on our system by calling 

1-800-321-6845 and requesting a 10, 20, 30, or 60 minute Block of Time with discounts of up to 20%. The cost is $1.99 per minute and you may use 
your Visa, MasterCard, Discover, or American Express card. You will be able to respond, browse, and retrieve messages by using your Block of Time' ac¬ 
count from any touch-tone phone! Available only on touch-tone telephones. You must be at least 18 years old to call. 


SEEKING 

RELATIONSHIP 

Looking 4 Masculine Puerto Rican 

I am Latin Mex/lta. mix 40yrs old. H: 5:08 
W: 160 Lean athletic body. Versatile nice ass. 
HIV+ healthy. Husky glking you: Puerto Rican, 
30-45yrs, slim-medium body. N/D or heavy 
drinkers. Versatile/size doesn't matter, 
a 71525 


Cigar/Pipe Smoker Seeking Same 

I am seeking man who is looking for cigar/pipe 
smoker who enjoys affection, oral pleasures. 
Peninsula pipe club meets 1st Saturday ea. month, 
a 71527 


Nice Muse. Caucasian Seeks Asian 

Works out 4-5 days a week, 47yrs, seeks a smooth 
in shape Asian to date on a reg. basis. I'm reli¬ 
able, disease free, clean and passionate. Pis, no 
flakes, bar flies. 

S 71523 


SEEKING 

ADVENTURE 

“I Love 2 Things” 

Large Mountain Swollen Puffy Nipples & Nice 
Round Bubble Butts. 18-35 Submissive, Passion¬ 
ate Males. 35-50 Must Be Buff Muscle Bound 
Body Builders, 
a 71534 


“Safe” 

Aggressive, Dominant, Strong Black Muscle Male 
Of 50" Ch. Big 81/2"-9" And 71/2" Round 
Cock. 18-35 Latinos, Middle Easterns, Light 
Skinned Blacks, Asians, And Mixed Race, 
a 71535 


No Strings 

Young Submissive Passionate Bottoms 18-35, 
Males 35-50 Must Be Buff Muscle Hard Body 
Builder Or Slim. I'm Aggressive Dominant Top, 
8.5" to 9" x 7.5" Round. Latinos, Asians, Mid¬ 
dle Eastern, Black, 
a 71530 


Versatile Boyish Asian 

Seeking Smooth Gym Toned White Male Under 
40 TO Massage And Mutual Oral And Jerk Off On 
A Regular Basis. Blond A Plus, 
a 71532 


Mutual Oral Buddy 

Slim W Male 58yrs HIV- Seeks Hung Whale 
50yrs + For Mutual Oral Massage 
a 71531 


Spank Your Butt 

Hot, masculine top, 38,5'11" 175#, seeks well 
built bottom with nice ass for over the knee spank¬ 
ings, role playing and plowing your ass. 
a 71524 


European Seeks Pleasure Top 

Bi-sexual Latin/Caucasian seeks uncut gentle men 
for adventures of safe sex-n-role playing. Cau¬ 
casian men a plus. I am HIV-. 
a 71526 


FETISHES 

24/7 Hungry Cocksucker Near As 

your phone. Ex-capt US Olympic Cocksucking 
Team once got entre German team to defect guess 
how? Your dick never had it so good! 
a 71528 


2005 Drag Queens Trilogy 69 69 

Me Mr. JC 57 - ISO all drag queens (21^40) for 
oral sessions. F + T 69 - French Greek No 
Drugs/Pretty Lips/Tight Asses 
a 71529 


I Want A Guy With Huge Nipples 

I'm muscular w/great pecs, wishes to date/service 
a guy w/huge, thick, protruding nipples. I'm seri¬ 
ous, clean, disease free. Please, no B.S., one 
night stands 
a 71522 



BARtALK 

PERSONALS 
ARE FREE! 


You must use this form to submit ads. Deadline for ads is TUESDAY at 5 PM, for the fol¬ 
lowing week's issue. New ads run for three consecutive weeks. You will be notified by mail 
with information on how to leave and retrieve messages from your mailbox ad. Print clear¬ 
ly. No ads will be accepted without valid address, telephone number and legible text. The 
Bay Area Reporter reserves the right to edit ads. One ad per customer per week. 


| CATEGORY 

Parting Glances □ 

I Seeking Relationship □ 

I Seeking Adventure □ 

I Lesbian □ 

I Fetishes □ 

| Couples □ 

| Others □ 

I_ 


Name 

Daytime Telephone 

Address 

Evening Telephone 

City 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

State Zip 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 II 


Headline, 30 characters maximum 


Write the rest of your ad here, 30 words maximum 


MAIL FORM TO: BAR Talk, Bay Area Reporter, 395 Ninth Street, San Francisco, CA 94103 


OTHERS 


Snap Me! (Please?) 

Computer Access, No Digicam, Scanner, etc. 
Could Some Nice Person With Same Take Pix Of 
Guy, So I'll Have Some, Please? Email: 
hobobear6ts@yahoo.com 
a 71533 
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people 



8FM BS 

GAY PORN MODELS 

TREASURE ISLAND MEDIA 
Seeks Fit Handsome Hung Tops & 
Tight Hungry Bottoms For Shoots: 
Solos, Duos, & Groups. Call 415- 
437-66% ext 3 or Send Pics & Stats to 
models-sf@treasureislandmedia.com 
to Arrange an Interview 


OLDER MEN 
WANTED 

4 XXX videos and modeling. Only 
55+ men and their admirers. Good 
pay call mark 626-473-2765 or 
modelssf@older4me.com 


FACTORY VIDEO 

You - Hot,18-35, in shape. Like sex 
& showing off + Making $$. Call now 
for an interview. Also looking for bears. 
Call us at 415-777-9070. 
www.factoryvideos.com 


XXX WEB 

WANT TO GET OFF? 

WWW.MECCAMEN.COM 

WWW.XCOMEDIA.COM 




Available in 
58 cities. J 
Find || 
men 

wherever 
you are! 


men 
online 
at all 
times! 



| JAY, REA EPORTER 

PERSONALS ORDER FORM : 

DEADLINE 

NOON on MONDA 

Payment must acco 
No ads taken over t 
1 telephone. If you ha 

| question, call 415.1 

Display advertising 
available upon reqti 

I RATES 

First line, Regular i 
All subsequent lines 
| CAPS double price 

| BOLD double price 

X-BOLD triple 

indicate 

Type Style 

HereT 

1 I LI Li 

X-BOLD Stops Here 1 

1 1 III 1 1 11 

V BOLD Stops Here 1 

1 1 1 1 1 

r CAPS Stop Here 1 

1 1 1 1 

' Regular Stops Here ▼ 

1 1 II 1 


y 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

II 1 1 1 

1 1 1 1 

1 1 1 II 

7 anya4 Ml . 

Mill 

1 I I 1 

1 1 1 1 1 

ive a I I | | I | | | | I 1 | 1 | 

1 1 1 1 1 

II 1 1 

1 ill 1 

361.5019. ---- 

^ 1 II J 1 II 1 1 1 1 1 II 

III 1 1 


Mill 

est. 

1 II II II 1 II 1 1 1 1 

1 1 1 II 

Mil 

II 1 1 1 

f,nn 1 I I 1 I I 1 

1 1 II 1 

1 1 1 1 

1 1 1 1 1 

400 i m i i i i i i m i i 

1 LI I f 

1 1 1 1 

II 1 1 .1 


1 I'Ll 1 

1 1 II 

11 I I 1 

"* 1 “ i i i i i i i i i i i i i i 

1 1 1 1 1 

IM1 

1 11 1- 1 

1 PAYMENT 

J □ Cash 

J □ Personal Check 

'[ □ Money Order 

j □ Visa 

J □ MasterCard 

_ Minimum $10 charge 

1 on Visa and MasterCard. 

1_ 

CREDIT CARD PAYMENT 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

I MAIL WITH 
f PAYMENT TO: 


Card Number 

Name Telephone 

REPORTER 

395 Ninth Street 

San Francisco, CA 
94103 1 

OR FAX TO: 1 

415.861.8144 1 

J 

3-Digit Security Code Expiration Date • 

Address 

Signature 

City State Zip 

Name 

Number of Issues Classification Amount Enclosed 

































































































Q Television Network is available 
on RCIM Channel 255 


tVlN 


Contact your local cable or satellite provider 
to get Q Television Network in your home. 

TRADE SYMBOL / QBID 


Official Network 
of Gay Games* VII 


We cover the gay community 
from every angle. 


Q 

TELEVISION 

NETWORK 

Television created by the Gay Community for the Gay Community 


www. qtelevision 


com 
















